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GENESIS ENHANCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
February 13, 2019 
 
JAY MONAHAN 
MANFRED FITZGERALD 
TIGER WOODS 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  If everyone would stay seated, I would like to introduce Mike Antolini, 
the tournament director, for a special announcement with some invited guests. 
 
MIKE ANTOLINI:  Welcome.  Thank you all for joining us today.  As we ready for tomorrow's 
start of the 2019 Genesis Open, we would like to take this opportunity to look forward and 
talk about some exciting changes that are in store for our tournament beginning next year.  
Joining Tiger on stage is PGA TOUR Commissioner Jay Monahan and the Executive Vice 
President and global head of the Genesis brand, Manfred Fitzgerald.   
 
Also joining us up front, I would like to recognize the Executive Vice Chairman of Hyundai 
Motor Group, Euisun Chung; the Chief Operating Officer of Genesis Motor America, Erwin 
Raphael; the President and CEO of TGR Foundation, Rick Singer; and the Executive Vice 
President of the Riviera Country Club, Megan Watanabe. 
 
Now, I'm pleased to turn it over to PGA TOUR commissioner, Jay Monahan.  Jay? 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Thank you, Mike.  Good morning, good afternoon, everyone.  It's 
wonderful to be here with you today.  I want to reflect and add to the thank yous for our great 
partners up in the front row, and say it's a great honor to be up here with Tiger Woods and 
Manfred for a special announcement. 
 
I think everyone in this room is well aware of the fact that we have a long and storied history 
here in Los Angeles and at Riviera Country Club.  A history that goes back to 1926.  Been 
playing here regularly since 1973, and along the way we've had some pretty unbelievable 
champions and some pretty unbelievable moments, one of which was in 1992 when a 
16-year-old amateur, local Tiger Woods, came and played in his first PGA TOUR event at 
Riviera Country Club. 
 
He is a very ambitious guy, but I think he would probably be the first to admit back then that 
he did not envision one day the first event he played on the PGA TOUR is an event he 
would one day host, but that's where we are 27 years later and that's pretty special and 
pretty remarkable. 
 
So as we look forward and as we have continued to find ways to elevate and modernize this 
tournament, we had a really important development in 2017.  That was the year that Tiger 
stepped in to host this tournament, the TGR Foundation managing and operating this event, 
making a huge commitment to Los Angeles, and at the same time we had the leadership 
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and the great people at Genesis step forward and make a long-term commitment to this 
event. 
 
Since day one we've challenged each other to find ways to continue to elevate the event and 
that's why we're here today. 
 
Excited to announce that next year in 2020 this event will become an invitational.  It will be a 
120 person player field, it will have the same exemption status as the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational presented by Mastercard and the Memorial Tournament presented by 
Nationwide, a three-year winner's exemption.  The purse will move to 9.3 million dollars.  
And I think most importantly it's going to give us a week and an opportunity every single year 
to reflect upon this man's staggering accomplishments on the golf course and his staggering 
philanthropic contributions, something that we're excited to tell the world for a long time to 
come. 
 
This is a great day for everybody involved.  I want to just say thank you to Manfred, the 
leadership team at Genesis, obviously to Tiger for his passion for this event.  And I think it's 
a special moment in time when you think about a man that's won 80 times on the PGA 
TOUR, having an event that he hosts being elevated into the same realm as both two of 
his -- two golf icons and two of his legends and mentors, Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus.  
Tiger, congratulations, really proud of you and really happy for you on this day. 
 

(Applause.) 
 

MIKE ANTOLINI:  Thank you, Jay.  Incredibly exciting for all of us involved in the 
tournament.   
 
Now I would like to turn it over to Manfred, who is speaking here on behalf of Genesis, who's 
already having a pretty good start of the year with various Car of the Year awards with the 
G70. 
 
MANFRED FITZGERALD:  Yes, it's definitely a great start of the year coming off the back of 
winning the North American Car of the Year award, and with this announcement. 
 
Frankly speaking, as Jay was saying, this is an historic moment, but not only for this storied 
tournament, but also for us, for the Genesis brand.  We view this as we're not only honored, 
but we feel very privileged and deeply humbled by having been presented this opportunity of 
elevating this tournament to an invitational, and partnering with Tiger, one of the icons not 
only in -- I think he transcends the golf sport.  Partnering together with him and with the TGR 
Foundation and with the Tour makes us very, very proud. 
 
We're a young brand, as you know, but we're taking strides and we have common values 
which we share with Tiger, a lot of respect.  We are very focused.  We know -- we believe 
that we know where we're going.  This is something which definitely combines us and that's 
how come it is such a natural fit for us. 
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But all that said, this all would not be possible and would not happen without the 
commitment and the dedication of our Executive Vice Chairman, John, who I know is a great 
friend of Tiger's.  That was a very easy sell. 
 
For us, it is a remarkable event up to now.  This is our third year.  One thing that we can 
promise, that we will relentlessly strive to make this tournament the best tournament on the 
Tour.  That's how come we don't call ourselves a sponsor but a true partner here with the 
Tour and the TGR Foundation.  We want to make this a very exceptional event, so thank 
you so much. 
 

(Applause.) 
 

MIKE ANTOLINI:  Finally, Tiger, we would love to hear from you on what this means. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, we're all honored to be included in this category and to be able to 
have an opportunity with Genesis to be able to do something like this.  And to do it here 
where I grew up and to do it here where my entire career got started, couldn't ask for more 
of a symbiotic outcome.  We're just so excited about this opportunity to showcase what 
we've done as a foundation for over 20 years and this elevation status will certainly help 
that.  It is going to help so many more kids' lives, and we're able to do that with a tournament 
like this.  To be able to play with the vice chairman today, we had a great time today and this 
partnership is only getting started, so we're excited. 
 
Jay, thank you so much for making this opportunity happen, and to be able to do it here in 
SoCal, it doesn't get any better than that.   
 
MIKE ANTOLINI:  Thanks very much, Tiger, Jay, Manfred.  
 
We'll open it up for questions.  
 
Q.  You mentioned about the car.  You said you know what you are doing.  My 
question is toward Tesla.  Are you having planned for sustainable energy? 
 
MANFRED FITZGERALD:  Yes, we do.  This is actually at the heart of our -- at the center of 
this brand, Genesis. 
 
We are a true believer that the whole automotive industry is going in that direction, so 
electric vehicles and alternative propulsion is definitely on the agenda.  We already 
announced that in the beginning of 2021 and 2022 we will come with our first dedicated 
electric vehicles to the marked.  So that what you see right now is only the beginning. 
 
Q.  Jay, this is an open event historically for a long time.  How does this new field size 
and format change that? 
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And Tiger, any grand plans for the tournament now that you have the long-term 
commitment here from Genesis and yourself? 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Well, obviously going from 144 to 120 changes the eligibility 
requirements, and we'll get you all the specific details of that. 
 
But this ultimately, Geoff, this is about elevating this event into an invitational, an elite 
position in our schedule.  This is a great and positive move forward for the event, and with 
fewer players playing here, it becomes all the more desirable and harder to get into.  I think 
that adds to everything that our host brings to the event, everything that Genesis brings to 
the event.  This event has always been in a special place in our schedule and I just think 
we've just taken a really positive step forward. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  As far as looking forward to creating other opportunities going forward, I 
think we did that on Monday with our celebrity cup.  We're trying to create new and different 
events with TGR Live.   
 
And this elevation status, as Jay said, it's 120, so trying to get into the event is going to be a 
little more difficult and you're going to have more players -- well, more of the top players 
playing because of world ranking points.  That three-year exemption is a big deal.  That 
extra year, it makes for an opportunity for someone to have a little bit longer future and to go 
alongside with Jack and Arnold.  I've been lucky enough to have won those two events.  For 
me, it's been so special to be able to walk off those greens and to see those two gentlemen 
there, and to be able to have this event in that same breath as the two guys that I looked up 
to my entire playing career, it's just very special. 
 
Q.  Jay, if another sponsor or tournament came to you and said, I would like to see a 
way to elevate our event to this kind of status, what criteria would you outline for 
them to be able to do that? 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  It's very simple.  All you need to do as a player host is to win 60 times on 
the PGA TOUR.  If you can find someone that can do that, we're open to the conversation.  
In all seriousness, that is the criteria that got us to this position and that's what makes it so 
special for Tiger, for Los Angeles, for Genesis and for the Tour.  If there comes a day where 
someone else wins 60 events, I guess that's a conversation we'll have.  But sitting at 80, two 
away from 82, he's in a pretty remarkable position. 
 
MIKE ANTOLINI:  With that, we'll close. 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  May I say one more thing? 
 
I just want to say that I got into this tournament, the.  Tournament business with the 
Deutsche Bank Championship and worked for the Tiger Woods Foundation back in 2002.  
Had an opportunity yesterday to go down to the TGR Learning Lab in Anaheim, California.  
And to be able to see that facility close to 15 years after it was conceived and to know of the 
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number of young people that have gone through that facility, been influenced, matriculated, 
gone on to college, are doing wonderful things, to know of the mentors around the country 
that are mentoring those young people, to know of the teachers that are being taught how to 
apply STEM research and technology.  It's a 36,000 square foot facility that is truly 
remarkable.  This man's golfing career is well-documented, and it's got a long way to go.   
 
But I think one of the things that I and we are most excited about is, as he said, to continue 
to influence more young people positively and take the great work that's been done by the 
TGR Foundation and accelerate it as we go forward.  But I would invite you to find any other 
athlete on this planet that has done more for young people than Tiger Woods.  Thank you. 
 
MIKE ANTOLINI:  Thanks so much.  
 
MIKE ANTOLINI:  Jay, Tiger, Manfred, thanks.  
 


