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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
February 13, 2019 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll get started here with Bryson DeChambeau.   
 
Bryson, five wins on the PGA TOUR, three have come since the start of the FedExCup 
Playoffs.  You're at a point now where you feel you can contend in every tournament.  How 
do you feel about your chances this week?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Every week I feel like I have a chance now, that's the nice part 
about it.  It's not overconfidence, it's just the process we go through and the work that we put 
in every week, and the consistency and repeatability that I usually have.  It's not every week 
that it happens, but that's what kind of goes with the game, it ebbs and flows.   
 
So I think this week it's pretty good.  It's just the same as Dubai, maybe a little bit better in 
ball-striking.  The difficulty is going to be making all the adjustments this week.  Just like it 
was over in Dubai, it was different with the adjustments and we were able to adjust 
beautifully over there.  But here, the rain, the softness of the greens, the kikuyu grass, 
everything about it is unique and different.  So we're working hard to figure it all out.  We 
may not have it by tomorrow, but hopefully by Saturday, Sunday we'll have it. 
 
JACK RYAN:  As you know, we just had Tiger Woods in here with Commissioner Monahan 
announcing that in 2020 the Genesis Open will become a tournament that's at an elevated 
status, including a three-year exemption and higher purse and more limited fields.   
 
Can you just speak to the importance of that for this kind of tournament as a winner of the 
Memorial tournament, which is another one of those tournaments?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I think it deserves it.  This place is historic.  You look back many 
years, this place has created great champions, and the list of players that have won it are all 
incredible, great ball-strikers and have played well everywhere else.  This golf course 
exposes the best players in the world, so I think it definitely deserves it and it's worth 
everyone's while to have the person who wins it have a three-year exemption.  I think it's a 
great move and can't wait for next year. 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started. 
 
Q.  As historic as this place is, what would it mean to you to win here and put your 
name up with those great names? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, just to be with Hogan in general.  Obviously Colonial's one 
that's pretty big on his radar and was big on his radar and he won there a couple times and 
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here a couple times. 
 
You know, for me to win here would be quite an honor and obviously historic, I guess you 
could say.  There's no other way to put it other than the fact that it would be very special to 
win.  Look, every tournament you win is incredibly special in its own unique way.  I think it's 
the goal of every player out here to win every event.  Whatever event they can win, I think 
it's very special.  This has its own unique properties and I appreciate that.  It's very cool to 
see how different events play out as well in regards to their history because it's all unique.  
But it would be cool. 
 
Q.  Coming back to Dubai and Saudi, first of all, you know Dubai because you've 
played there for several years.  How did you find the new course in Saudi and the 
difference in the new tournaments?  And again, congratulations.  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Dubai was great.  Saudi was an interesting test of golf, a lot of 
wedges.  It was perfect for DJ, bomb driver, hit wedges, perfect.  The greens were a little 
slow, we definitely had to adjust for that, which we did nicely.   
 
Quite honestly, my wedges just weren't up to par that whole week.  That's the reason why I 
didn't win.  But I gave myself a little bit of a chance and, you know, if we can dial that in here 
this week and then also adjust for all the weather conditions properly, I'll have another good 
chance this week, I know it. 
 
Q.  There's obviously been a ton of talk about the flagstick and the hole.  Has your 
feeling on that evolved at all during the year?  And how much discussion have you 
had with other players on the merits of leaving the stick in? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I haven't had too much discussion with other players, but I will 
tell you that it has adapted a little bit.  I've adapted to -- based on different situations.  Like at 
Saudi, the flagsticks were this thick and there was a couple times where in the practice 
round it bounced off and I was like, okay, well, can't use it this week, so I didn't.  A couple 
times I used it from like 60 feet and I got lucky.  One of the putts actually went in, hit off the 
pin and went in, but it was downhill and perfectly in line with it. 
 
It's always adapting and evolving.  I wouldn't say that it's going to change much anymore, 
but from the initial inception of it at the Tournament of Champions, Sentry, it has adapted 
just a little bit.  Just on short putts every once in a while, with the flags out, not a big deal.  
I'm not going to hit it five feet by, that's not my intentions, so I can leave it out then, it's not a 
big deal.   
 
Q.  What are the specific areas of the game that you think are most critical at this golf 
course? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Specific areas of the game?  Well, iron play is the most 
important thing out here.  Quite honestly, something that's even more important is adjusting 
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for the elements.  I would say people haphazardly figure things out on their own by just 
being out here and going, "Oh, it's 15 yards short, okay, I'll play a club and a half more," 
when they don't realize it's four things that made that happen.  And then the next day it 
changes and maybe you're off by that amount again.  So that's something that is proprietary 
and it's very unique and that actually is probably more important than executing a shot 
sometimes.  
 
Q.  Two things, Bryson.  Sorry for one more follow-up on the flagstick.  How much of 
it would you say percentage-wise is getting the benefit of the ball and hitting the flag 
and how much of it is visual and helping with depth perception? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Probably -- it depends on how far the putt is from the hole.  So 
close range, you know, it's probably more visual than anything.  From far away, it is visual 
but I would say you have more of a potential to have an error in terminal velocity or just 
speed at the hole.  So with that case, you want the flag in and you want that to be used to 
your advantage if you do have a speed that's not acceptable for the hole.  So it depends on 
the distance you're away from it.  I would say it's more visual when you're close and more of 
a benefit from a physics perspective from far away. 
 
Q.  What is it about Hogan you're drawn to? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  The ability to repeat motion, consistently execute shots.  That's 
something that's unique that very few golfers in the entire world have figured out.  And he 
was able to dig it out of the dirt and I respect him for that and I'll always respect him for that.  
And I'll always wear the cap, I respect him that much. 
 
Q.  Do you think he would like TrackMan? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I think he would like FlightScope. 
 
Q.  Bryson, what was it like the first time you were having a conversation with Tiger 
and he was actually paying attention to what you were saying?  What was that like for 
you? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Boy, I don't know if he's really paid that much attention.  He 
thinks I'm crazy. 
 
No, you know, he's been great.  The reason why I'm playing in this event is because of the 
history, the people, L.A., I'm from California, and because of Tiger, you know?  He's meant a 
lot to me over the past year that I've had a relationship with him, and quite honestly, the 
reason why I keep getting better every single day is because of him. 
 
The importance of his ability to make me work harder, so when we're looking at it from that 
standpoint, I actually look at more of what he does and see how it fits into my theory of the 
game of golf rather than him looking at me going "that makes sense" here or there.   
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I look more at what he does and I try to fit my theory into kind of what he's doing.  Asking 
questions, like, so what did you hit there?  He's like, whatever club it was.  And I'm like, did 
you try to hit it hard?  He's like, no, I just tried to hit it that distance.  I'm like, thanks, 
appreciate it.  What are you playing?  That far.   
 
He was just playing with me a little bit, but it's fun, it's fun to banter back and forth.  We have 
our own systems, we don't all work in different ways.  I see what everybody else is doing in 
relation to what I'm doing and try to fit it into the model that I've created in my brain to make 
sure it all makes sense, because I want to some day figure it out.  I'm not going to figure 
everything out, I'll tell you that, but I do want to get close, closer than anyone ever has 
before.  I think it would be fun.  It would be cool to write a book on that one day. 
 
Q.  A two-prong question.  What did you learn about Tiger being in the team room 
with him at the Ryder Cup then that you could not have known just practicing with 
him or these conversations you have? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I think in that situation the best answer I can give is that it's just 
another week.  We tried to make it just like another week.  It wasn't hyped up or anything.  
There's going to be people rooting against us, you've got to be mentally prepared for that.  
That's really all I noticed, to be honest.  There wasn't much difference from him being out 
here this week compared to a Ryder Cup.  Still worked hard and grooved it and tried to do 
everything he could to possibly play his best.   
 
And that's the same with me, I tried to do everything I could to possibly play my best.  We 
didn't try and make it like any other week, you know, a unique week.  We wanted to make 
everything the same, and we did, we just didn't execute and play as good as we could have 
unfortunately. 
 
Q.  Then as one of the younger players out here, how do you absorb that in the last 
six months both Tiger and Phil have won? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, just shows how incredible they are.  In their 40s and 
they're still winning and you've got a bunch of 20-year-olds out here that are now winning 
events.  It just shows their golf games have stood the test of time. 
 
Because of that, I have an incredible amount of respect for both of them, a level that I can't 
even express through words. 
 
Q.  Bryson, since you missed the cut at the PGA you've been on a pretty remarkable 
run.  Do you feel like you've -- you took a step up in terms of consistency, kind of 
reached another level there in terms of how you're playing from one start to the next.  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, I think it's just a part of learning every week, every day, 
every hour, every golf shot.  We're trying to get better every single moment.  I think it's an 
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accumulation of a lot of hard work that has come about.  I feel like it's a domino, the dominos 
are just falling over as we start figuring more stuff out.  Hopefully, it's just going to keep 
going.   
 
Hey, DJ, what's up?  Come on, no questions? 
 
JACK RYAN:  All right, if we don't have any questions from Dustin --  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  How much shorter is the ball going?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  A lot.  That's a Tiger response, by the way. 
 


