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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW   
January 27, 2019 
 
JUSTIN ROSE  ( -21) 
 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome our 2019 Farmers Insurance Open 
champion, Justin Rose.   
 
Justin, what an exciting week it's been here.  Capping off your 10th career PGA TOUR win 
gives you the most wins from a player from England on the PGA TOUR in the modern era.  
How does that make you feel?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  There's a lot of cool things.  Yeah, today's been a good day.  Obviously, 
yeah, double digits, that sounds a whole lot better than nine.  It's been sort of an emotional 
week, a different week.  Obviously dedicated this one to my caddie Fooch, who's sitting at 
home and probably finding it much harder to sit at home than actually being out here and 
probably harder than the heart surgery itself watching this weekend.  This one's for him. 
 
I mean, 21 under par around Torrey Pines is great golf obviously, but you had to do it.  
Adam Scott got right there and played some great golf coming down the stretch.  It was a 
tricky day today.  A three-shot lead is never easy, and just the start was anything that could 
go wrong did go wrong.  So it felt like I had to work hard for this one today.  I guess to win in 
the position I am in the world rankings, too, kind of makes it -- there's a few little extra 
special pieces that make this win a fun one. 
 
Q.  Curious about whether you were worried anyone might make a stronger charge 
early when you're a little bit shaky, and mostly I want to know about the shot on 7 
after you missed the short one on 6 to take on kind of that right side of the pin?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah.  Well, yeah, I didn't think -- I was expecting someone to make a 
challenge and I thought the way that my group was playing, obviously Adam, Jon, none of 
us were getting off to a great start.  We were bringing everybody else in.  We were bringing 
Rory, I thought, and obviously those guys at 11, bringing all of them into the tournament at 
that point.  I didn't observe the leaderboard, but I knew that that was the situation.  We were 
giving the guys an opportunity to make a run from the middle of the pack. 
 
But then obviously I did, I scratched a line on my yardage book on my scorecard after six 
holes and said, all right, we build the round from this moment on.  It was a flag, even though 
I was on the right side, I felt if you pitched the ball up to the pin, it was a pin you could be 
aggressive, too.  I had a perfect number, I had 133 in there so it was a nice holding wedge 
and I felt it was a time to make a good swing.  It was a flagstick that was very similar to the 
one on No. 5 where I made bogey, I tried to hit a hold 9-iron into that one.  I just stayed with 
the shot a little bit more than I did on No. 5 and got the reward there.  That was big. 
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Q.  You mentioned some extra special moments out here.  What were some of those 
moments for you? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  So yeah, my caddie, Mark Fulcher, he's at home, he just had heart surgery.  
So him not being on the bag and having his good friend Lordy, Gareth Lord, caddie for me.  
We've been staying in close communication with Fooch, kind of dedicate this one to him.   
 
Winning at World No. 1, I suppose.  New equipment, really trying to bed that in.  Obviously 
you face a lot of doubts and questions.  People obviously, rightfully so, they don't 
understand why I would make that change, but I make that change with the hopes to get 
better as a golfer.  So that made it special this week to sort of see that trajectory so soon. 
 
Q.  Justin, congrats on the win.  You start the first five holes bogeying three of the 
first five holes.  What's your mindset going to the 6th tee and how important was it for 
you to (indiscernible) adversity by birdieing holes 7 and 9 to set you up for the rest of 
the round? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I mean, I never lost the lead so I had to stay patient.  Definitely there 
were times in my career where I've had decent sized leads and you start to throw it away a 
little bit and you panic.  I just knew I couldn't do that today.  I stayed calm, I stayed with it.   
 
Often I found that when I do have a big lead like that, I really want the first movement of the 
day to be a birdie.  You kind of have that positive momentum straightaway, and when it's a 
bogey, sometimes it sets the tone.  Obviously the first few holes, the ball was spinning out.  I 
wasn't hitting bad putts or bad shots, it wasn't going my way, so I had to try and not be too 
hard on myself at that point.  But I definitely tried to reset and trust I was playing well and 
just rebuild the round, but I never lost the lead so I knew I was always in a good position. 
 
Q.  Justin, after you hit your approach shot on 18, what did you say into the camera?  
You kind of took a moment to celebrate.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I think I dedicated it to Fooch.  That was the moment where I was like, 
"Fooch, this one's for you."  I forget the words, but it was directed at Fooch. 
 
Q.  You've won a lot, but when you have a victory like this where Adam Scott did what 
he did, do you take a little something extra out of it? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  To win on a golf course like this, I always pride myself on the golf courses 
I've been able to win on and this one is another very great golf course with a lot of history.  I 
love winning on great tests of golf and this one will give some special feelings because of 
that.  And the field in general this week was very strong.   
 
Yeah, going up against Scotty.  He's got the bit between his teeth again, he's got the look in 
his eye like he's playing really well, swinging it gorgeously.  He had an opportunity to have a 
great back nine today.  He let some putts slide on 11, 12, 13.  Barring that, he could have 
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birdied in today.  He stayed with it all the way, which made it tough for me, but it makes it 
more fun that way when you get it done. 
 
Q.  Justin, was there any uncertainty to be honest in switching to new clubs?  And 
given you've won now only the second time in January in your career, what does it do 
for your confidence now going into the WGC season and of course looking forward to 
Augusta? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I made the decision with thinking it was the right decision obviously.  I 
already felt that Honma would make me the clubs that I wanted to play for the next four, five 
years.  I felt like the flexibility within the deal helps me to play the ball I want, maybe a 
special wedge, maybe the putter that I've wanted to use.  The Axis 1 putter I've been 
wanting to use for a couple of years now but haven't been able to.  That was a big part of my 
decision-making process and why I changed equipment.   
 
The driver has been the biggest surprise in a positive way.  Honma were going to be very 
flexible with me making sure that I was only playing the driver as and when it was going to 
be as good as what I was currently playing and it's gone way past my expectations, hence 
why I played it the first couple weeks of the year.  I had no pressure to play it.   
 
Yeah, everything has worked out better than I would have hoped for sure the first couple 
weeks.  Winning in January, we talked about I think 2002 was the last time I won in January.  
Definitely sets up the year, means you can really focus on not having to chase points as 
much and you can build a schedule that works for you and try and peak for the majors. 
 
Q.  This is off the beaten path.  You're heading over to Saudi Arabia straight from here 
pretty much? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Correct, yeah. 
 
Q.  When do you actually get there? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I think it's Tuesday morning. 
 
Q.  What went into that decision to go there?  It's been controversial obviously with 
some of the politics and potential safety issues over there.  Are you concerned about 
any of that and did that come into play for you? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Not really.  It's a European Tour event.  Obviously I commit to playing my 
minimum on the European Tour and I've always wanted to take a bit of time off in February.  
Those types of trips are very difficult to make when you golf if you're going to come straight 
back to the States and try and keep the momentum going.  But I'm taking three weeks off 
after it, so to have an international trip fit in the schedule really well, and also it gets one of 
my European Tour events out of the way very, very early.  
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Yeah, sure, politics.  I'm not a politician, I'm a pro golfer.  There's other reasons to go play it.  
It's a good field, there's going to be a lot of world ranking points to play for, by all accounts 
it's a good golf course and it will be an experience to experience Saudi Arabia.   
 
Q.  You talked about scratching the line on your scorecard on 6 to kind of restart.  Is 
that something that you've done before or you've done other times or where did that 
kind of come from? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  It's a tactic that I've used in the past.  Sometimes I'll then play match play 
against the golf course.  I won't really -- you look at the leaderboard, I'll pick a goal, pick a 
score I think I can attain.  Today I tried to at that point.  I was 3-down, 3-down to the course 
and the goal was to beat the golf course.   
 
It worked out today, but it kind of distracts you from the leaderboard and it just keeps you 
positive.  If you're 3-down, you're playing more aggressive golf to try and make some shots 
back rather than try and limit the damage.  Just reframes everything. 
 
Q.  You have one trophy up there for winning the Farmers, the other is a surfboard.  
Have you ever won a trophy like that?  And second part, do you surf at all, have you 
ever? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I have never surfed.  Way too cold in England to grab surf in.  It looks like a 
cool thing to do.  I live in the Bahamas right now.  Unfortunately, the waves aren't quite like 
they are over here.  That's a pretty cool kind of little gift.  It's going to look fun somewhere in 
the house. 
 
Q.  Winning at 21 under, usually that's the kind of score that wins the previous week 
in the desert.  Was there something with the course this week, or how do you explain 
everybody going as low as they did? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I think the rain last week softened everything up just enough.  The fairways 
played a little bit wider.  The greens only began to firm up today.  There was a four, five, six 
yard bounce in the greens today, but still not enough to really trouble us.  Sometimes the 
greens get a little bit crispier and firmer here and normally we get a bit more wind.  I think 
there's been a couple of occasions it's been really windy, the year Snedeker won, I think 
even last year it blew like 25, 30 miles an hour.  That makes a massive difference on a golf 
course like this.  So the perfect weather and the slightly softer conditions were the reason for 
that.  
 
Q.  What is not new in the bag outside of the ball?    
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Nothing.    
 
Q.  Everything's new? 
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JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  January, what was January, something in South Africa in '02? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  The Dunhill Championship in South Africa in 2002, yeah. 
 
Q.  How much pride do you take in knocking it out early?  This is 10 years in a row 
with the win.  I know that means a lot to you.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, that is really nice to knock it out early, for sure.  I'm proud of that, for 
sure.  Winning is difficult out here, it's never easy, so to get it out of the way, hopefully it 
gives me that confidence to freewheel a little bit more this year, see what we can build on.  
Yeah, it's wonderful to get it done in January, for sure. 
 
Q.  Justin, was there a little more pressure being No. 1 and trying to get this win 
today?  Was that sort of the shakiness that we saw a little bit in the beginning? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I don't think so.  I used that as inspiration more than anything on the hole, I 
just said, "You're No. 1 in the world for a reason, just start playing like it, please."   
 
Yeah, the beginning of the round it was funny, yeah, a couple things that didn't go my way 
and then it starts to look and feel a bit shaky for sure.  I always felt somewhat in control.  I 
did a good job today of staying patient and never panicking.  I think that was probably a bit 
of experience coming through that wouldn't have been the same.   
 
For example, the FedExCup was a little bit like that, you're kind of playing with the house's 
money a little bit.  There's a little wiggle room, you can make a bogey or two but you're still 
projected No. 1.  It's a scenario that I didn't deal with very well.  It was a little similar to that 
today, but I kind of checked myself much quicker today than I did at East Lake.  You're 
always learning in these situations still. 
 
Q.  2021 U.S. Open is going to be here.  Did you learn anything new in this round of 
golf that you're kind of excited for in the next coming years? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Actually, maybe someone can help me.  Are they redoing the golf course 
between now and 2021, redoing the greens? 
 
Q.  Not the greens, just the bunkers.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  So they're not going to do the North course bent green thing? 
 
Q.  No.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I learned that I can putt the poa, which is really good for me.  I'm not really 
sure, I've never won on the west coast, so it's a positive.  These types of greens I think I 



6 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

haven't putted great in my career to this point.  So just always improving, always learning 
and something to feed on, to come here in 2021 knowing that I've been able to do it before 
here. 
 
Q.  Justin, going back to the end of 2017 you've been on this amazingly consistent 
run, a lot of high finishes in addition to these wins.  If you think back to then, is there 
anything that clicked or anything that changed that put you on this course? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I worked really hard on my team.  Folz and I and Justin Buckthorp, my 
trainer, and Brendan McLaughlin, my physio over here, we tweaked a lot of my technique to 
try and help my back more than anything to try to get rid of the little niggles I was feeling all 
the time.  I think that making those subtle changes kind of made us work hard and in a really 
good direction.  I think we changed the blueprint of my swing and one there were health 
benefits, but two, I think technically I've gotten better over the last couple years for sure.  
 
Q.  As a quick follow, was there any hangover after the 2017 Masters that you then 
emerged from because since then it's been -- 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Well, for sure, I didn't play very well after Augusta right through the 
summer, but there was the FedExCup in '17 where I started to play much, much better.  We 
were making the tweaks from May, June, July, so the timing, it could look like a hangover 
and it might have been a hangover.   
 
The Augusta thing, I didn't really feel down about it until I thought about it.  Like I didn't wake 
up in the morning and go, "Oh."  I would go about my day and then something would trigger 
a memory and I would go, "Oh."  I wasn't holding it too close.  It was obviously a 
disappointing loss, but I quickly realized that I've had my breaks, I've had my luck, I've had 
my tournaments that have gone my way, and that put it in perspective.   
 
It was Sergio's time, he rode his luck a little bit on the back nine.  I've had situations where 
that's gone for me.  Actually, Henrik Stenson pointed it out, I hit it on the green out of a bush 
in Rio, snap-hooked one off the next hole, ran it through some other bushes onto the next 
fairway.  That was my week where I rode my luck, so that kind of put it in perspective and 
made me let it go much better. 
 
Q.  Did you think you would come out here and get the scoring record? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  No.  I was looking forward to a tough test this week, which was my mindset.  
I think early in the week it was windy, it was cold and the golf courses looked and felt really 
tough, to be honest with you.  I walked the course -- actually I did walk I think Monday 
evening, I remember that. 
 
Q.  You're a day late on that. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I still don't remember that, though, I swear.   
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But the course, I think just because the weather got much warmer and the ball started to 
travel and the par 5s started to play a little bit shorter and you started to have a few more 
wedges in your hand, it was more scorable.  At the beginning of the week it was cold and 
windy and I thought it was going to be a tough test. 
 
Q.  Justin, through the history of the game, players have made major changes in their 
equipment and a few times it has not gone very well, they were never quite the same.  
Is that a legitimate thing still with launch monitors and what we have, or was there 
ever some little moment you kind of wondered and then obviously I assume today 
completely erases any doubt about any potential negative repercussions of making a 
change? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think if you make a drastic change, sure, there can be 
repercussions for sure.  Everything on tour has gotten a little more condensed.  I think the 
best to the worst is a lot tighter than it used to be.   
 
I think for me, I felt like my change was going to be quite similar, not too drastic because a 
set of blades is somewhat a set of blades.  What differentiates one set of blades to the other 
is a little bit the quality of the steel, the material, the look, the sound, the feel, but the 
performance isn't drastically different.  I'm currently still playing the same TaylorMade 
fairway woods.  The driver has been a change, but it's been a very pleasant surprise and a 
positive change.  I've been with TaylorMade for so long, I didn't know what else was out 
there so that was a slight gamble to it.  But I trusted the R&D, I trusted the team at Honma, 
they were going to build me something pretty special and I was going to wait to play it 
until -- I wasn't going to play it until it was good enough.  That was the reassurance they 
gave me and that made it very little risk for me, but it's put in play the first week. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask, is Fooch on any sort of retainer when he's chilling out in the 
lounge? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Fooch will be looked after, I'm sure.  Fooch is my man, you know what I 
mean?  He'll be back.    
 
Q.  That was going to be my question, when do you expect him to be back? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I don't know, anything from six weeks to three months really.  I'll expect him 
to be back for the Masters and anything before that would be a bonus. 
 
Q.  What if you win every tournament before the Masters? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  He'll still be back for the Masters. 
 
Q.  You talked about these conditions which were primo for the week, but you still had 
to go get it.  I just wondered from an overall golf standpoint when you have good 
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conditions, you guys are capable of posting numbers that we haven't -- they're getting 
lower and lower each year.  Is that okay?  Do you think is that okay?  For the fan, is 
that something we should just get used to or is something wrong? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I mean someone made a comment in the crowd, they're proud of 
Torrey Pines here, it's a course that's hosted big championships and it holds up generally.  
I've seen 6 under par, 8 under par's won this tournament many, many times, so I think this 
year's a bit of an anomaly. 
 
Q.  You look at 62 from a couple years ago, the number of 60s that are coming more 
on Tour events year after year.  Should we expect that, I guess? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  The whole thing, you know, equipment's getting better, guys are getting 
better, agronomy is getting better, the greens are getting better.  Improvements generally on 
many, many different levels contributes towards that, but I think firmness, that's the only way 
you can control scoring now.  Guys are so good, if there's any moisture on the golf course, 
it's like throwing darts and the guys that are on their game are going to make a ton of 
birdies, it's as simple as that. 
 
Q.  Justin, was the comment, "Stop cleaning up our course?"  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Something like that.  Take it easy, exactly.  Throw a couple bogeys at it, 
that type of stuff.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Well, Justin, thanks for joining us.  Congratulations. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Thanks, everybody. 
 
 


