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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW   
January 27, 2019 
 
TALOR GOOCH  ( -16) 
 
 
Q.  Talor Gooch, you weren't in this week, you played your way in.  You weren't in 
next week, you just played yourself in again.  Back-to-back top-4 finishes, what have 
you learned about yourself in these last two weeks? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Last week was the first time I was in contention and I kind of came 
through the final round and that obviously gave me a lot of confidence.  Never having done it 
before, now kind of doing it, you know, I know I can do it now.  It feels good.  
 
Q.  Talor, four rounds in the 60s, three rounds in the 60s on the South course at 
Torrey Pines, I know you've got to be feeling pretty confident right now where the 
game is? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Yeah, for sure.  Growing up seeing the last major Tiger won out here, it 
looked like a hard golf course then, and to come out here -- I know it's playing a little bit 
differently, but to have four rounds in the 60s, it's confidence boosting, for sure. 
 
Q.  Over the last couple weeks has something physically clicked or is it more a mental 
thing?  Are you just getting comfortable where you are and knowing that you can get 
it done inside the ropes?   
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Yeah, I don't think you can quantify comfort, how valuable it is.  I've 
definitely, after a year out on tour, I've gotten a lot more comfortable.  There's no doubt that 
the physical parts have been there the last couple weeks and then it's just a matter of getting 
out of your own way.  I've figured out how to do that the last couple weeks and hopefully we 
can keep doing it. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like you're getting closer to winning? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Yeah, for sure.  I think the results would indicate that, for sure.  I mean, I 
haven't had a top-10 -- I didn't have a top-10 my rookie year, and back-to-back top-10s and 
kind of trying to get into the thick of things for winning back-to-back weeks, to be able to do 
that especially on this type of golf course, it kind of speaks to where my game is right now, I 
think. 
 
Q.  I read something you said you didn't win in college, even though you were 
obviously a great player, because the team was so good.  The idea behind 
consistently getting close and translating that into a win, how do you do that? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  You know, it's a funny game as far as winning.  People kind of got numb 
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to how hard it is to win out here because of Tiger over the last couple decades.  You have to 
have things go right, you have to be there in that position a lot as well, and then hopefully 
you're there enough.  If I can get that first one out of the way, then hopefully they start 
tumbling after that. 
 
Q.  Was there a turning point -- I know Mondaying in for Sony, you didn't make the 
cut, but just playing there, did that help?   
 
TALOR GOOCH:  I actually missed the cut at Sony because I hit a wrong ball on Thursday.  
First time in my career.  Even during the tournament I played fine, I shot 70 the first round 
with a two-shot penalty.   
 
It was funny, I think the best thing that happened to my game was taking a month off at the 
end of last season.  I actually had my appendix removed in the middle of the summer last 
year and up to that point I was playing decent and I think I made one cut after that.  That 
kind of threw me off a little bit.  Finally having like a month off to put the clubs down and 
relax I think is the best thing that could have happened to me because I started to figure out 
where the ball was going again. 
 
Q.  How long were you sidelined with the appendix? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Three weeks, but three weeks from not being in competition, but it 
lasted -- my clubhead speed, for example, when I first got back was about 1112 with driver.  
It's about 118 on average.  So I was not physically ready to go, but at that point in the 
season I had to push through and try to make something happen. 
 
Q.  You couldn't get a medical? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  I was in a position where it was going to be a minor and I was in a 
position where I felt I could go out there and get it done.  I was close to retaining my card at 
that point, so I was like let's just push through. 
 
Q.  Is the iron the best part of your game? 
 
TALOR GOOCH:  Yeah, I've always -- since high school, college to now, I've always been 
blessed to be a really good iron player.  It's just been a matter of being able to hit fairways 
and get some putts to drop.  Usually if I hit fairways, I can make some birdies. 
 


