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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW   
January 26, 2019 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Jordan, just start with some comments about your round.  You kind of got in the 
mix there and you had a little bit of everything on your scorecard today.   
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, which is not surprising given where the state of my game is tee to 
green.  I'm working out of it.  I've actually scored extremely well this week for some of the 
places I've hit it.  Without really control of the golf ball, to be at one point 11 under on Torrey 
Pines is pretty darn good, but at some point it's going to catch up to you.  Trying to hold it in 
there.   
 
And then a couple bunker shots that came out five feet longer than I wanted to the last two 
days would be five shots better.  So just go out tomorrow and certainly try and backdoor a 
top-10 would be the goal, try to shoot 5 or 6 under. 
 
Q.  The triple aside, is the hug the highlight of today?  Wondering if you can talk 
about that? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I think my eagle was the highlight of the day.  Yeah, everything's 
fine.  Everything got blown up more than it should have been.  It was just another round. 
 
Q.  Like a perfect intro, though? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, yeah, I think so, too. 
 
Q.  What I mean, did you know -- it looked like actually he was ready for the fist bump 
and you brought it in.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Was that kind of orchestrated in your mind just as a show of good? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  More of like a sarcasm towards y'all in a way than anything else. 
 
Q.  What was the exchange like?  Did you have a little laugh about it? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I laughed.  I think he did, too, yeah.  Again, it was more kind of 
sarcasm towards y'all.  We've seen each other plenty of times at Sony and here and 
everything's been the way it normally is.  That was kind of just we knew the cameras were 
on and we knew people were interested in that, so I just thought it would be kind of funny. 
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Q.  Putting yourself in the position that you did and then the triple, how tough was 
that? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  You know, it wasn't as much sand as I thought there was going to be.  
Patrick said he had one in the left bunker on that same hole yesterday and there was no 
sand in it.  You know, I had to fly it and spin it, so you have to hit close to the golf ball, which 
makes the shot a bit more challenging.  Then if I had actually carried it three feet further or 
three feet shorter, it's within five feet.  It just hit on that in between on the green.  If it hits in 
the fringe, it has so much spin, it just sticks and rips back, and if it hits any shorter, it 
bounces into there and spins back. 
 
So the shot wasn't that far off.  It was just I've been really struggling out of the rough out 
here just in my body positioning and how I'm entering the ground.  That's really what's kind 
of eating me alive out here is my chip shots out of the rough and that's certainly what 
happened there.   
 
Yeah, when you don't have really great control of the swing, when you turn on to 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16 and you're trying to hit these tee balls good and some of the harder holes we play all 
year, I kind of did the hard part and just, you know, mid iron, long irons are still a bit off.   
 
So again, if you saw the way -- if you look at the scores, you know, it doesn't look good, but 
for me it's like I'm giving myself some grace and I've done really well for some of the places 
I've been this week, especially that first round. 
 
Q.  Is that your first hole-out of the year? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Of the season? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yes.  I don't think I've chipped in, either.  That was my first hole-out over 
100 yards in quite a while actually.   
 
It was cool.  We were down low so you can't see anything except for the crowd start to rise.  
Normally when it takes them a while, it means the ball's barely moving back, right?  So I 
knew it was going to be either a tap-in or in, and when they went up, it's -- you only get a few 
shots of those in a career where you don't get to see it, you use the crowd and it was really 
cool, I was pumped. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I think it's been a great test.  I mean, from kind of where I was 
earlier in the week to now, I've made tremendous progress.  You have to trust it on the golf 
course.  You have to trust it on tighter lines because it's so difficult and you get to really see 
where it's at because on the driving range you can only see so much, right?   
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It's getting close.  I'm still stuck and playing golf stuck is not fun, but when it clears up, you 
know, I'm putting the ball beautifully and kind of the chipping wedge shots and the swing will 
come back and the game will become easy to me again.  I think it's coming soon. 
 


