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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW   
January 26, 2019 
 
JUSTIN ROSE   ( -18) 
 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome Justin Rose into the media center 
after round three of the Farmers Insurance Open.  Justin, three rounds in the 60s, a 
three-shot lead.  What have you taken away from the first three days here?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, obviously delighted with how I'm playing this week.  Felt like I've kind 
of clicked into a nice little rhythm being quite focused.  I think that really sort of worked on 
my mental sharpness I suppose from Palm Springs last week into this week.  My game felt 
pretty good last week, but didn't really score.  This week I've done a nice job of kind of 
getting into my shots and executing a bit better and obviously the scores are responding. 
 
Q.  Justin, your neighbor says it's yours to lose. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  What's that?  
 
Q.  Your neighbor Scotty says it's yours to lose.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Of course he does.  He's deflecting from himself.   
 
I don't think so.  I mean, I think if you're 5 or 6 ahead, then yeah.  I think that I expect Jon 
and Adam to come out and play well tomorrow as well as the chasing pack, but one of those 
guys is capable of something in the mid 60s.   
 
So yes and no.  I mean, obviously if I go out and I shoot 68, then that's a great round of golf, 
but a 68 on the South course isn't anyone's to lose.  You have to go and get it to do that so 
my mentality isn't quite that way.  I think it's going to take a good round of golf tomorrow to 
get this done. 
 
Q.  Justin, you've had success in this tournament in the past.  What is it about the 
Torrey Pines South course that really appeals to your game? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I mean, I think my success has been slow coming here, to be honest 
with you.  I think there's been a bunch of years I've finished in the 20s around here a lot, had 
some good rounds but never put four together.  The last couple years I think I've been 
Top-10 my last two times out here, but yeah, it's growing on me or I'm learning to play it.  But 
I think I've often started my season here, which I talked about earlier in the week, it's a tough 
place to start your season.  Typically the ball doesn't go very far here, it can be cold, windy 
at times and it's a tough track and tough test.  The last few years I've played at least once 
before this one and that seems to be helping me get here with my game in better shape. 
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Q.  Can you take us through 18 there?  Looked like you were a little bit undecided 
which way to go and obviously you tried to extend the lead.  Do you regret doing that 
at all?  And what happened on 3 there? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, obviously, yeah, it was -- I had the 8-iron out to lay up.  I saw Ryan 
Palmer hitting.  He kind of cruised it up there and got to the green so maybe I was influenced 
by that a little bit.   
 
The problem is the first cut is a little unpredictable.  I had a decent lie, but it just kind of came 
out a little heavy.  Obviously, yeah, when it goes in the water you definitely regret that.  At 
the same time, you kind of have to navigate the water at some point on that hole.  Well, we 
made the decision that 3-wood would cover and hit it towards a pitch hopefully in the middle 
of the green, so that was the plan.   
 
Yeah, if it's the last hole of the tournament and you've got a four-shot lead you don't do that, 
but there's a long way to go.  So I wasn't really playing with the lead in mind at that point.  If 
that was, if I was running 30th in the tournament, that was a shot I would probably hit, but 
yeah, it didn't work out. 
 
Q.  Justin, what surprises you more, the fact that you had three penalty shots or the 
fact that you still have a three-shot lead despite those miscues?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  None of it surprises me really.  It's a tough golf course.  I'm playing really 
well, so kind of comfortable with where I'm at on the leaderboard.  Yeah, just got -- I got 
caught up a little bit today -- well, the only really couple I suppose mental errors, trying to 
force it too far out of the bunker on No. 4, and then 18 was similar.  But then the only real 
poor shot was the one on 14.  I was right between clubs there and a little bit out of my 
routine.  I was waiting for Jon to tee it up on 15, so there were a few factors that made that 
shot more difficult than it should have been.  Hindsight's wonderful.  But really more pleased 
with how I responded to those occasions on the golf course and rebuilt the round going 
forward.  
 
Q.  I imagine you and Adam have played golf against each other for more than 20 
years.  Can you talk about some of the battles that you've had with him and how much 
you're looking forward to playing with him, and is it nice to see him playing well after 
a couple of lean years? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, for sure.  He's been hit or miss obviously, but when he gets up there 
he seems to hang in there.  Anytime he gets his name on the leaderboard, I'm thinking about 
PGA Championship and the week before I think the PGA, once he gets a sniff, he hangs 
tough.   
 
But yeah, so that's great to see obviously.  I think last -- the only real time we've been head 
to head that I can remember was way back when we were youngsters.  Actually, the 
Deutsche Bank as well, he won that and I finished third.  And then the Dunhill down in South 
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Africa as well way back in the day when we were sort of 19, 20, so it's been quite a few 
years.  Actually, we played the third round of Augusta maybe 2015. 
 
Q.  Keep going.    
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  It might have been '17.  That's one of my strengths is I don't tend to 
remember much. 
 
Q.  Doug Ghim told a story about I think it was during the pro-am he hit a ball and 
didn't realize that you were still on the right side of the fairway and almost hit you with 
it.  Do you recall that and what was your recollection of someone almost taking you 
out with a Titleist? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I don't remember that.  Told you, I told you.  In the pro-am? 
 
Q.  Monday, a practice round. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  No, I wasn't out here Monday. 
 
Q.  You told him "your ball's up there." 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Must be a look-alike, yeah.  I don't know, I don't remember that.  One of us 
is confused, I don't know. 
 
Q.  Chances are it's you at this point.    
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Billy Horschel made a comment the other day that he thought you had taken your 
ball-striking to an entirely different level and I just wonder from your own view where 
you feel like you are right now in that regard.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I don't know.  I mean, my ball-striking, I've always regarded it as a strength 
of mine really.  Is he referring to this week when we played the first couple days together? 
 
Q.  I think he's recognized it's always been good, but to him it seems like it's even 
better. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, maybe.  Obviously Lordy, who's caddying for me this week, his 
interpretation is I've always been able to hit it well but I have more shots now.  I'm able to hit 
a fade, a draw depending on the situation out there on the golf course, the low drive, 
whatever it may be.  Maybe just a few more shots in the bag.  That does come with maybe a 
slight change.  I definitely have tweaked my technique the last 18 months or so for sure.   
 
Yeah, sometimes you don't see it when it's yourself, right?  You don't see the changes, 
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they're so subtle and day by day it's like a very gradual improvement.  It's nice to hear, 
obviously that's nice respect from your peers. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask about Lordy.  How good is it to have someone of Lordy's 
experience on the bag?  And also, are you getting some tweets from Fooch?   
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I'm keeping Fooch updated, keep FaceTiming him in the evenings so he's 
obviously watching.  I'm not sure if he's enjoying it or not actually.  It must be tough to watch 
from the outside looking in, especially when I hit 3-wood in the water on 18, he's probably 
barking for me to lay up.  He wouldn't have made that mistake sitting in the armchair.   
 
It's obviously good having Lordy out here, his best mate out here on Tour so they can share 
in the success together.  Yeah, obviously if there was anyone to caddie for me this week, 
Lordy's a good guy to have.  We've been in many sort of pressure situations together in 
Ryder Cups and what have you, so it feels pretty comfortable straight away from that point of 
view. 
 
Q.  Justin, this group is on the verge of breaking the four-round scoring record in 
three days.  What do you think is maybe a contributing factor for that? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  The weather's been so good the last few days, we haven't had much wind.  
The last few years here there's been one or two days it's blown really hard, I think.  I'm not 
sure what the forecast is tomorrow, but it's been the perfect San Diego weather everyone 
tells you why they live here, so we actually experienced it this week.   
 
I think also there was a bunch of rain last week which softened up the golf course.  The 
South course can get really tough when the greens get firm and bouncy, and when they tuck 
the pins it's hard to get at them.  The course has been receptive enough that good shots 
have been rewarded.  And obviously the greens on the North course putt so good now that I 
think guys make a ton of putts on that course. 
 
Q.  Justin, you had talked about the top-10s the last couple of years here.  Is this the 
type of course that you really liked the first time you were here and thought I expect 
to play well, it's good for your eye, that you assumed this was going to happen 
eventually or what? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, it's a course I've always enjoyed playing.  It's an area that I've always 
enjoyed being at, so for sure I always have good feelings when I get here.  Probably 
surprised I haven't played better here until recently.  The South course is one of my favorite 
layouts that we do play on Tour.  The 7th hole is one of my favorite holes in golf, so it's got 
some good feelings for me out there. 
 
Q.  Before this week and not just because of where you are now, would you have 
looked at a three-shot lead differently on a Bob Hope Desert Classic-style tournament 
or here on a U.S. Open layout, a three-shot lead, what's the difference on those two 
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types of courses? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think if it's a Desert Classic-style lead, then you've got to go out and 
you're not going to get yourself in much trouble.  There's not much rough, you can get away 
with a few misses here and there, you can get it up around the green and you've got to 
make some putts.  Where this golf course, I think it's going to be a lot more strategic 
tomorrow.  The pins from what I can see already because you can see the little dots out 
there, it's going to be a tougher test.  Today I think the pins were quite gettable.  I think 
tomorrow it won't be as much.   
 
So tomorrow there'll be a bit more strategy involved.  Clearly, if you miss the tee shots here 
you can run into trouble really quick, so I would say there's a lot more going on tomorrow 
with a three-shot lead in a different type of venue. 
 
Q.  Do you think about this as a U.S. Open-type course at all while you're here playing 
this tournament?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Not really.  I think it's set up really well and when you're sort of 19, 18, 17, 
15, whatever the scores are, it's hard to think -- it's hard to be in that mindset.  I think you're 
still trying to make birdies out there, which is not really a U.S. Open mindset per se.  But this 
course can get tough in a heartbeat as soon as those greens firm up and there's a lot of 
slope around the cup.  So for sure, you have to respect this place, but setup is everything. 
 
Q.  Last week you played in the Desert Classic for the first time in nine years.  What 
would you say is the biggest difference that you're seeing in your game this week as 
compared to last week? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I think playing last week I got a really good read on my game and actually 
saw positives with every aspect of my play -- my chipping, putting, iron play, driving the 
ball -- but I just didn't put it all together.  I put it down to a bit of rust mentally more than 
anything.  It encouraged me to really focus on my routines this week, work on some mental 
processes, really getting into my shot a lot more.  Obviously that seems to be paying off.  So 
it was a really valuable first week out of the season and so far I've adapted really well to it.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  All right.  With that, thank you for joining us, Justin.  Good luck 
tomorrow. 
 


