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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
January 25, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY   ( -8) 
 
 
  
Q.  Rory McIlroy, the only other time in your PGA TOUR career that you had two 
eagles in nine holes was the 2014 Open, which you won.  How nice was it to get off to 
that start today, especially right out of the gate? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was nice.  Only shooting 1 under yesterday on the South course, 
I knew I needed to go out there and shoot something at least in the mid 60s to just make the 
cut let alone get myself back in the golf tournament. 
 
It was nice to eagle the first hole we played and then always a bonus when you can hole a 
wedge shot as well. 
 
5 under through nine, 7 under when I was on the first tee, which was our 10th, I was thinking 
maybe shoot something similar to what the leaders shot yesterday.  Made a bogey coming 
in there. 
 
All in all, a good round of golf and at least I have a good shot going into the weekend. 
 
Q.  Yeah, you say that, that was one thing you talked about before this tournament 
started was to keep putting yourself in positions.  What have you learned the last 
several months as you continue to put yourself in position to win to get that next title 
on the PGA TOUR? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, just patience.  It's a period in my life where, you know, it's maybe 
not coming quite as easily as it has done before, but it's a good test, it's a good mental test.  
Staying patient, stay on course, try to enjoy the journey and try to learn each and every day 
how you can improve.  I feel like I'm taking a lot of great steps forward.  It's great to be here 
this year, it's nice to be around for the weekend. 
 
Q.  A very tidy round out there today.  How important was the start and the finish to 
today's second round? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, very important.  It's always nice to -- I had three perfect shots right 
out of the gate on our first hole, which was the 10th, and played a great nine holes and got 
myself right back in the tournament.   
 
I played well yesterday, I played much better than that 71 suggested yesterday on the South 
course, so I knew I just needed to go out today, play similarly and just stay patient, hole a 
few putts and I was able to do that nicely.  As you said, that birdie on the last just capped off 
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a nice day. 
 
Q.  What was the psychology of playing the North today when you know you can get 
after it a little bit more and having seen what the guys did on there yesterday? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, it was very hard, I would say, after playing the first nine 
holes in 5 under par to not have your expectations go to, oh, I can shoot 63, 62, whatever.  
It's just about staying patient, hitting good golf shots, giving yourself chances.  I felt like I was 
standing still for a little bit sort of 12, 13, 14 there, but birdied two of the last three.  Nice to 
finish that way. 
 
Q.  First time at Torrey was good? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I'll be back.  I'll have to be back.  It's gorgeous.  What a great way to 
spend a week.  There's a lot of courses on this West Coast Swing that are pretty 
spectacular, but standing on that 16th tee on the North course especially and looking back to 
the cliffs and the ocean, it's pretty nice. 
 
Q.  When's the last time you started the round with an eagle? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I can't remember, I can't remember the first time.  It's the first time in 
nearly five years that I've had two eagles in one round of golf as well, which is nice.  Nice to 
hole that wedge shot.   
 
No, it was a great way to start.  I sort of needed it after I was -- I came off the golf course 
yesterday very pleased, I played very well, I drove it well, gave myself plenty of chances, I 
just didn't capitalize on the par 5s.  I had irons into the first three par 5s yesterday and made 
three pars, which I need to capitalize on that a little bit going forward over the weekend. 
 
Yeah, I played -- I actually played better yesterday tee to green than I did today.  It's just the 
North is -- you can sort of hit it anywhere, you can get your way around.  I was very 
encouraged yesterday.  Even though the score is six shots worse, I'm actually going to go to 
the range and hit a few balls because I wasn't pleased with a couple of things out there. 
 
Q.  Does this seem like a rookie year for you in the sense that the first two 
tournaments you played are on courses you've never seen before? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, a little bit, but I like that.  I like that it's new and it's exciting and it's 
going to different places.  You know, when you've done the same exact thing for 11 years in 
a row, you sort of want a little bit of something different.  It's nice to start the year the way I 
have.  I definitely enjoyed my time at Kapalua, thoroughly enjoying my time here and hope 
that I can make it a good weekend. 
 
Yeah, with the schedule that's coming up, I'm probably going to play a couple of new 
courses as well.  Yeah, it's a little different than it has been the last few years and that's 
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exciting. 
 
Q.  What is your impression of the North course now that you've played a competitive 
round on it?  You said you can hit it just about anywhere but the rough's still up, so is 
it just the length factor that kind of contributes to scoring? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, the length factor.  Par 5s are very gettable, there's two reachable 
par 4s.  There's tee shots I hit today offline that if you hit those tee shots on the South 
course, you get penalized a lot more, whereas you're giving yourself birdie looks as long as 
you don't hit it behind a stray tree that's somewhere in the rough.  Yeah, you can sort of just 
let it rip a little bit more on the North course. 
 
Q.  With the leaving the pin in rule, I've seen it a lot, you not so much, what's your 
view or take on that if that gives you an advantage or disadvantage? 
 
RORY McILROY:  If it's a fast putt or downhill putt and it's from outside maybe 15 or 20 feet, 
I'll leave the pin in, but from inside of that distance, it just looks a little weird to me to leave 
the pin in.  I'll tap it in from inside a couple of feet, but from inside that distance, you know, a 
good putt's going to go in the hole regardless.   
 
You know, my thought is if you need the pin to help you get that ball to help you go in the 
hole, that ball probably doesn't deserve to go in because it wasn't a great putt.   
 
Yeah, I'm all for using it at some points, but it's helped Adam.  Adam's putted beautifully the 
last couple of days and I think it's more -- for guys that are using it, it's more of a mental 
thing.  It's a comfort level there that they have something that if you do hit it a bit too hard, 
it's got a back stop. 
 
Everyone's got their own ideas on it.  I've sort of used it here and there, but for the most part 
I'll putt with the flagstick out. 
 


