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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 24, 2019 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  (Question about the conditioning of the courses.) 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I haven't, I haven't seen -- I know our group.  Fortunately, they told us I 
think our combined group was the lowest.  I'm glad because if there were lower than 
(inaudible) it means everybody went low.  Perfect, that's great, that's even better.    
 
Yeah, a bit of weather, for sure, I think that's number one, and then the fact that they've 
received a lot of rain the last couple weeks so it's just softer on the greens.  When you get 
short-sided, you get away with it a little bit more.  When you're in the rough, you get away 
with it a little bit more. 
 
Q.  So when you talk about your swing and how you're working on it, how did you feel 
out there today with it? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Not great.  I scored tremendously well because I made a lot of putts, but 
I kind of -- it's good to see -- it's good to have to scramble and to make a lot of putts to keep 
rounds going.  That was a great round considering some of the spots I was in. 
 
Q.  How much does a round like this give you confidence when it comes to your 
putting? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, a lot with the putter because I know kind of what I was doing in 
my routine and I know what I was practicing in order to kind of get to this, get to a round like 
this round.  I putted really well actually the second round of Sony, too; made a couple 
strokes up there.  Something clicked probably six, seven holes in there at Sony and I've just 
been riding with it since.  Really nice to see them go in from anywhere.  I missed a couple 
inside of 10 feet that made up for a couple longer ones. 
 
Q.  Do you have a philosophy when you start on the North compared to starting on 
the South? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  It's been three or four years, so back when I played it before, it 
was -- you know, I think I played the North first when I played it really well.  Could be 
mistaken on that. 
 
Q.  Friday.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  It was Friday?  On a day like on a Thursday on the North, I think it 
actually was harder when the course was easier because you put that extra pressure on 
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yourself to have to go low on the North.   
 
Now with the -- I mean, last year I think it played less than a stroke easier.  I kind of stayed 
more patient and let the course come to me, so I think that was an advantage having it play 
harder the last few years. 
 
Q.  When you get I'm going to guess two, two and a half strokes easier than the 
South, is it simply a matter of being able to get away with more if you're a little bit 
off --  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  -- off the tee? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, off the tee, for sure.  Around the greens and really the sight lines, 
like a couple of the par 3s that are longer, there's trouble, but it's just like 40 yards left 
instead of just left of the green.  It's hard, you can't really miss it, get too penalized on the 
North, which is certainly why it's easier, because on the South the rough is a little bit higher, 
you can certainly get in more trouble with your sight lines if you're a little off. 
 
Q.  Were you familiar with your feels in putting today? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, speed control was good, felt like I was hitting it at the right time, 
something that I've struggled a bit with just trying to square up.  It was really nice, stepped 
into them, felt comfortable and rolled the ball pure.  Now I've got to do it on poa annua.  
 
  


