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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 24, 2019 
 
JUSTIN ROSE ( -9) 
 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  The putter, the putter is something I've been leaning towards for a while, 
but obviously tragically couldn't do until this year.  And obviously the new Honma sticks have 
been working beautifully.  I put the driver in as well, drove it unbelievably well today, drove it 
long.  I was able to take advantage of the par 5s out there and putted it good enough today 
to obviously shoot 9 under.  The North greens are still so good.  Obviously they're a couple 
years old, but they're still rolling pure.  It's the kind of golf course that you want to make the 
most of on a day like today. 
 
Q.  You seem like this is a golf course that really suits your eye, you enjoy coming 
here, you've had a couple top-10s your last times out.  What's been the keys to your 
good performances here over the years? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think it's one of my favorite places, one of my favorite stops on Tour 
obviously.  The South course is -- I'm looking forward to getting some momentum on that 
one.  We get to play it three days in a row, so it's nice to get the North out of the way, shoot 
a good score, just what you have to do.  Now I can focus on the South course.  Obviously a 
different type of green, you go from the bent to the poa annua, but just the views out there, I 
think the design of the South course is one of my favorites.  So yeah, anytime you enjoy 
playing a course, it tends to suit your eye. 
 
Q.  It's one of the most difficult stops on the PGA TOUR, target golf, you really have to 
pick your spots.  How much does that suit your game when you really feel like, 
especially when the greens are receptive, you can go after these pins? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, in practice Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, the courses played long.  
It's been pretty cold and I thought the course was going to play tough and I was really 
looking forward to it.  Obviously Palm Springs last week was target golf, not really my style 
of golf in the sense of 25 under par.  I've done well on tracks that are a bit tougher 
historically.  So I was really looking forward to getting here this week and playing some 
good, testing golf.  But obviously got the South course to come now, so you'll have to be well 
on your game the next three days.  
 
Q.  Justin, a wonderful day for scoring, hardly a breath of wind out there, but you've 
got to go out there and take advantage.  How happy are you with that start? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, really happy with that.  The first couple days that we've been here in 
San Diego, it's been windy and cold and haven't actually -- I didn't think the scoring was 
going to be that low.  But when we got out there today, I felt really comfortable.  I eagled my 
first hole of the day and I didn't look back.  I played lovely golf all day, drove it long and 
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straight for the most part, gave myself plenty of opportunities, maybe only missed one green 
today, so there was a lot of good that happened.  Yeah, nice to -- you could play well 
obviously many days, but actually to shoot 9 under and take advantage was really important 
today. 
 
Q.  A couple of top-10s the last two years here at Torrey.  What is it about the courses 
that really suits you? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, really enjoyed playing here through the years.  I think it's my 10th 
start someone just told me, so it's a place I've gotten to know better and better and better 
and enjoy more and more and more.   
 
It's a great -- I think since they changed it prior to the 2008 U.S. Open, I think the design of 
the South course especially is fantastic and the modifications to the North is fun now.   
 
Yeah, I think it's as pretty as Pebble Beach.  The environment here is unbelievable to play 
golf.  I think that's a big part of it.  When you enjoy being somewhere, it shows in your game. 
 
Q.  Your equipment, we've discussed a lot about that in the media, it's an adjustment 
clearly.  How does all that fit as far as settling in? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Really delighted the way it's all settling in.  The driver, Honma was going to 
be very patient with me, there was no pressure to put it in play really until I was ready, but 
it's been so quick off the clubface that I can't leave that speed behind, to be honest with you, 
so that's been good.  Drove it really straight today.   
 
Just learning.  Every club has a little bit of its own character, so I'm learning my misses with 
it, I'm learning my shape.  Comfortable with it and driving the ball really well.  My irons, I hit 
my numbers.  Every year there's an adjustment.  Even if you stay with TaylorMade or stay 
with Callaway, whoever you're with, they're bringing new equipment out every year.  So this 
time of year players are always adjusting to new equipment, so honestly it's been kind of 
what I've been doing for seven or eight years.  It doesn't feel that different, but I'm delighted 
with how everything's settling in.  
 
Q.  Justin, pleased with today? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, very pleased with today.  Yeah, historically the North course, you 
think you've got to go out and get it.  First couple days, though, I played in the practice round 
yesterday and it was pretty cold and windy and didn't really see a score out there, to be 
honest.  I didn't see 9 and 10 unders out there anyway.   
 
Obviously the greens are so good that if you're in trouble, you can save pars, and obviously 
if you're hitting a lot of greens like I did today, you feel like you should be making putts on 
those surfaces.  Took advantage of the par 5s for the most part, probably played them in 4 
under, I think.  Eagled my first hole of the day, which got things up and running.  Yeah, it 
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was a fun day out there. 
 
Q.  With which club did you swing on your opening hole to make that eagle?   
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Putter.  Sorry, couldn't resist.  I hit driver, 4-iron in there. 
 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about your new Axis putter? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, so obviously the Axis putter is designed with a sweet spot in the 
center of gravity perfectly in line so it doesn't want to twist off the plane in which you're 
putting; the face wants to stay square to your stroke.   
 
Yeah, it's the technology I've been interested in for a couple of years now, but haven't been 
able to use it until this year.  It's been in the back of my mind for a while, and so far, so good.  
I'm still learning it, still feeling pretty good, but I think strokes gained last week positive, 
putted pretty well today.  Yeah, I think it's looking good so far. 
 
Q.  You were paired with Jon at the Ryder Cup, you've been in situations before where 
you can take that momentum.  He's already won once in the Bahamas, playing well.  
Can you just talk about that momentum, what you learned from the Ryder Cup about 
yourself? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah.  I mean, I think it's confidence in yourself and the Ryder Cup will test 
it.  I think the win against Tiger was huge for him.  He struggled a little bit the first couple 
days of the Ryder Cup, for sure, and it was really important to him to contribute to the team.  
And to play Tiger Woods on Sunday when you haven't had the smoothest of Ryder Cups is 
a pretty daunting challenge.   
 
The way he did that -- I walked the last couple holes of his match.  The way he played 17 
that day against Tiger, ripped a drive a mile down there, wedged it to six foot, buried the putt 
to beat obviously the greatest player of our generation, someone that would have been 
(inaudible) to him.  I'm sure that was a big moment in his career. 
 
Especially with -- I know that he was thinking of Seve at the time.  Just being a Spaniard in a 
Ryder Cup, it's something extra special about it, the way Jose and Seve took it to you guys, 
they were the star of the turnaround really just the way they kind of fought and battled and 
played hard.  And obviously Sergio's taken on that mantle over the years and it could be 
Jon's turn now in the next 10 years or so.   
 
Yeah, backing out to win, sure, at Tiger's tournament and then playing well.  He's a great 
player.  He drives it straight, hits his irons well.  He chipped and putted really good, so when 
he's confident, he's going to be tough to beat. 
 
Q.  (Question about Honma irons.)  
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JUSTIN ROSE:  Honma's a very premium product.  They have some expensive clubs where 
they do -- they do incorporate precious metals and (inaudible) more of the amateur line.  But 
the performance stuff, the Tour stuff is just very traditional and just well made and beautiful 
to look at, not so much precious metals.    
 
Q.  What are you hoping to accomplish tomorrow? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Well, I think after you've got the North out of the way you can focus on the 
South now.  Obviously after talking to you guys, I'm going to go -- there's two different 
putting greens, one's bentgrass, one's poa annua, so now spend half an hour on the poa 
annua greens just trying to get the speed, get that dialed in.  Just fall into a rhythm really.  
No expectation tomorrow.  Three rounds to go.  Just focus on playing the North course.  It's 
a major championship venue, so it needs respect.  Just go and play it and enjoy it. 
 
Q.  Justin, do you have a preference which one you start on? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I like starting on the North when you score well.  If you don't have a good 
day on the North, it's a tough situation to play catch-up you feel on the South.  I think plan A 
is to get off to a good start on the North and then put it behind you and then focus on the 
South course for the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  Do you put a little pressure on yourself to try to throw a good number out on the 
North? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  It's always in the back of your mind, you know, to try to take advantage of 
the North course.  I think in recent years it's maybe been less advantageous.  I think it's 
played a couple shots harder, to be honest, than in years past.  But today was a perfect day.  
They put a bit of water on the greens, they must have overnight because they were pretty 
firm Monday, Tuesday.  Today they were quite receptive, so if you drove it in the fairway you 
could get it. 
 
Q.  That's why you didn't see the 62 and 63 on Tuesday?  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, because I think it was windy and colder and the greens were firmer.  
I think because of the low humidity, I think they dried out pretty good early in the week. 
 
 
  


