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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 24, 2019 
 
JON RAHM  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  First PGA TOUR win here in 2017, you opened with a 62 today.  What is it about 
Torrey Pines that you like so much? 
 
JON RAHM:  I don't know.  It's definitely a golf course that suits my strengths.  You've got to 
strike it well off the tee and with the irons and that's what I did all day.   
 
You know, taking superb advantage of the par 5s is where everything got together.  Didn't 
make many mistakes, and the ones I made I was able to fix rather quickly and some of them 
actually ended up making birdie.  You know, a lot of good momentum going on, especially 
starting the day with an eagle. 
 
Q.  You use the word "momentum."  You could be the hottest player in the game right 
now, you enter with four top-10s worldwide, you win the Hero World Challenge.  
What's been the key to your consistency? 
 
JON RAHM:  I don't know.  I think the one thing that's consistent in my game, especially in 
the last few tournaments in Dubai and here and Hawaii and last week I think is my driving.  
I'm consistent off the tee.  It's never too bad, it's never something where I'm not comfortable 
with.   
 
And then my iron play's been a lot better than earlier on the year.  When I put it in the 
fairway and giving myself chances, whether I putt good or bad, I'm never going to shoot too 
high.  I think it's just the consistency, consistent movement, consistent off the tee and just 
got to hope you make a few putts. 
 
Q.  You mentioned that driver, you're fifth on the PGA TOUR in strokes gained off the 
tee.  On this golf course, such a difficult driving course, how important is that golf 
club? 
 
JON RAHM:  Extremely, extremely, especially on the North where you can get some more 
birdie opportunities than the South, right?   
 
When you hit it in the fairway, par 5s are still long but a lot of the par 4s are very, very 
reachable, very, very accessible with a wedge.   
 
If you put it in the fairway, you're going to be able to be aggressive, especially with the 
greens being a little soft.  But the good thing is when you miss the fairway, if you're still down 
there, you're still close, you're still hitting it 300-plus yards.  You know, with a 9, 8, 7-iron, 
you still might be able to hack it out close to the green and get a par.   
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So I was fortunate with a couple of the lies that I had out there, you need some luck to score 
like this, and yeah, hopefully I can keep it going the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  Jon, very well played.  We know Torrey Pines means a lot to you, a special place.  
In terms of special rounds on the PGA TOUR, where does that one rank? 
 
JON RAHM:  It's up there.  It is a lot (indiscernible) final round on Sunday two years ago, 
right?  It's a special spot not only golf-wise, but personally it means a lot to me and Kelley.  
We got engaged here, we come here a lot.  It's probably arguably our favorite city.  So every 
time we come, whether I'm feeling good or bad, there's a lot of positives. 
 
Q.  What's the mentality for you playing the North course first? 
 
JON RAHM:  I'm sorry, I couldn't hear. 
 
Q.  Clearly two courses the first couple of days.  What's the mentality of getting the 
North course out of the way, playing that on Thursday? 
 
JON RAHM:  It's actually the first time I played the North course first.  Usually when you go 
South the first day, you're kind of trying to survive and trying to post a score.  So when you 
tee off on that course, you know you have to shoot under par to keep up with the average.   
 
That was the mentality, but when I started the way I started, right, I started with an eagle, 
made a chip-in a couple holes later, 3-under par and hitting good shots, there was no reason 
to slow down.  I just kept the pedal going and got through the rough stretch of the golf 
course, which is 2, 3 and 4, and was able to finish on a good note. 
 
Q.  Finally, coming into this week off what has been a good start to the season, the 
vibes, the feelings must have been very positive kicking off what is, as we've 
discussed a, very special place for you.  
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, no, the vibes have been great.  The way I ended the year and the way I 
started, top-10s and then end the year with a win, so obviously a lot of confidence.   
 
At this point I think the biggest difference today was being able to make a couple 
putts from mid range and that's what makes a big difference with a lot of good 
rounds, right?  So hopefully I can keep that going not only this week and the rest of 
the year. 
 
Q.  With Jon Rahm after a sizzling round of 10 under.  It was a great day, but let's take 
a look at the front nine, 29.  What's the key there?  Does the chip-in just take it to 
another level and put you on a rocket ship today, strap it to your back? 
 
JON RAHM:  It helped.  I think the biggest thing was we started with an eagle.  Perfect tee 
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shot, perfect second shot and a good putt, making a 3. 
 
Obviously everything helps.  The chip-in was a great note and hitting it close on the next 
hole was incredible, another eagle on the next par 5.   
 
Yeah, I think what got things going a little bit more definitely was the chip-in.  I came from 
missing two short putts for birdie, and making that unexpected one was definitely a plus. 
 
Q.  A lot of us kind of felt that you were going to have a round like this this week, one 
that came early.  Could you feel a round like this coming? 
 
JON RAHM:  No.  Who feels a 10-under par on any course at Torrey Pines?  Not me, I can 
tell you that much.  I teed off today, wanted to shoot under par.  Anything in the 60s is a 
good start to the tournament.  But man, I have been playing good for a while, I just need the 
putts to fall and today is when it happened. 
 
Q.  Before we let you go, tomorrow you'll move to the South.  After opening on the 
North like you did today, how hard is it to just stay in the game plan, or is it easy to 
say, hey, this is how I play the North, this is how the play the South, what I did 
yesterday doesn't matter? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, since I've never done it before, I can't tell you.  But I did have Brandt in 
my group, he opened up with an 11 under on the North one year, so maybe I can ask him a 
couple questions about that.  I think we're all very aware with how hard the South golf 
course is.  We got really lucky with the weather today, barely any wind. 
 
  


