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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 24, 2019 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  How did you do, Charles? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  I finished.  No, you don't see many days like this here where we 
almost had no wind all day.  It never really picked up off the water, which is a bit unusual.  
Scores were a lot lower than I thought they would be, especially with the rough and how it 
was up.  Yeah, but fortunate to get under par on the South any day and took advantage of 
the relatively no wind, to be honest. 
 
Q.  I don't know what you shot. 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  6 under.  
 
Q.  Besides the lack of wind, you've been coming here a while now, these golf 
courses are maybe the best shape they've been in.  How much do you factor that into 
the scoring, do you think?  Is that having impact?  
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  Yes, for sure, because the greens are the best I've ever seen 
them, both golf courses.  I thought the scoring would be higher earlier because of the rough 
being up and it seemed more uniform.   
 
But yeah, the condition and the no wind.  Like normally we're used to that 10:30, 11:00 it 
comes up off the water, et cetera, and it just never did that.  Kept looking up on that board 
and I mean, holy cow.  Even the North course last year, and granted part of that was the 
greens were firmer and new, but man, I didn't see those numbers out there. 
 
Q.  Your number or the ones over there? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  Either one really, no.  To be honest, no, no. 
 
Q.  You're clearly comfortable here with your results, haven't missed a cut, eight 
top-10s, three runner-ups.  Does anything make you uncomfortable out here? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  Watching a rerun of that shot that hit the flag and went in the water 
with Tiger.  I know I would have lost that event, I get it.  He would have done something, I 
just wanted to see what he would have done.  Yeah, that makes me uncomfortable. 
 
But no, this is a golf course that you just can't fall asleep on and you can't fall asleep on the 
North now, either.  There's not really one hole out there where you can kind of start cruising 
through it.  As the week goes on, scores tend to calm down, 10, 11, 12 under is right there 
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come Sunday afternoon, I like that about it.   
 
Yeah, I just like the fact that it's hard but it's fair, there's no tricks to it, there's no gimmicks 
out there.  I think that's kind of what I like about it.  You don't have to go make a whole 
bunch of birdies or you feel like you fall behind, pars are okay. 
 
Q.  You won recently, you're a model of consistency.  Does that win change the way 
you go about your game or increase your hunger to win again? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  It's a good reminder of how good guys are getting.  My goodness, 
look at the board today.  You know, I still want to keep playing and be competitive and it was 
a great reminder just of what it takes to do that.   
 
I played with Cameron Champ that weekend at Sea Island, I played with him again today.  If 
that's the way that the game is going, which it seems like it is, holy cow, man, is it 
impressive.  So it was a reminder of that.   
 
I mean, it was good for me to know that I actually could do it because there for a while I 
thought maybe I just don't have what it takes to win.  Maybe I can have a lot of nice finishes, 
but that line between second and third and first kept getting bigger.  So it was nice to know, 
okay, hang on, actually I still can do this.  Yes, as much as it was a relief, it was a nice kick 
in the tail to keep working. 
 
Q.  Are you feeling comfortable with all your clubs? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  Oh, yes, no, that's all been good.  Having an offseason at home 
with all that was nice.  I tested a whole bunch of stuff before I went to Titleist.  I was playing 
the ball earlier and I think ball changes are probably the hardest because you don't 
really -- that's one thing you have to hit every time.  So not having to mess with that was 
nice. 
 
Q.  Has there been a time, Charles, in 10-plus years that you've played the 18th you've 
not thought about the shot you just described? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  No, no, no, no.  It was 93 yards.  I mean, give or take an inch.  
Yeah, I remember it, yeah.  No, it hasn't been a time I haven't thought about it. 
 
Q.  Has there been another incident in your long career that you've had a shot that 
you apparently can't get over? 
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  No, no, no, but that one got me because I think it flew in the hole, 
you know what I mean?  That one got me.  Then the fact that it's a yellow hazard, yellow 
penalty area, so I had to go back over it again.  Yeah, I haven't gotten over that, no, but 
every time I play that hole I think about it every time. 
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Q.  If you win --  
 
CHARLES HOWELL III:  Yes, well, winning seems to help a lot of things, but yes, I would 
still think about it, yes.    
 


