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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
December 1, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -2) 
 

 

Q.  Just first of all, what are your thoughts on the day? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I got off to a great start today.  Yeah, just one of those days where I kept 

feeling like I was fighting from behind and somehow wound up with even par. 

 

Q.  Do you remember the first time you met George H.W. Bush and what he meant to 

the game, and what are your fondest memories? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I met Mr. President back in -- back when I was an amateur, so back 

when we were practicing in Houston, so it's been a long time.  And I met him on numerous 

occasions.  He was fantastic to be around.  He was just one of the smartest people I've ever 

been around, and so down to earth. 

 

Q.  You played with him, right, a round? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I did, I did. 

 

Q.  Was it one of those fast ones that he liked? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It was one of those very quick ones, 18 holes in probably under two and a 

half hours. 

 

Q.  Where did you play Tiger, do you know? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It was in Houston. 

 

Q.  He loved his golf. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  He did. 

 

Q.  What do you see as his legacy because he loved the Presidents Cup and the 

Ryder Cup, too?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, he did.  Obviously his name is synonymous with golf.  Being around 

him for all these years and getting a chance to, you know, be around him at Presidents Cup 

and him being involved in it since its inception in '94, it's been -- he was such a class act.  

Anyone who's ever been around him knows how much he loved his golf and how much he 

supported it and how much we're going to miss him. 
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Q.  Was he faster than you were player-wise, and how fast was he? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It was basically club, ball, one look, gone. 

 

Q.  Do you remember the name of the course? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yes, I do. 

 

Q.  Can you say? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Off camera.  

 

Q.  Just as far as your own golf, I mean, how do you assess it at this point?  

Obviously you've got a long way to go into next year and it's not quite the urgency 

that you had a year ago, I don't think, in terms of where you want to get to. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, last year I was in a completely different spot, completely different 

scenario and trying to piece together, see if I could actually play this game again.  I know I 

can play now and I know I can win.  I just have not done a very good job this week of playing 

clean and keeping my rounds going like I should and could have. 

 

Q.  Are you going to play in Australia?  Like will you -- 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No. 

 

Q.  -- hit balls or an outing or anything? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, no. 

 

Q.  So maybe you'll look at Royal Melbourne, but you won't play?   

 

TIGER WOODS:  We'll go out there and look at the golf course and we'll look at the setup 

and drive around it and see the administrative side of it and where we're going to have our 

team facility.  So trying to remember it basically from when we played it last time and trying 

to have -- you know, what the transportation's going to be and all the logistical side of it. 

 

Q.  Even though it's aggravating that you had those one or two holes a round, can you 

look at this as you haven't played that much, you're not sharp, it's not an alarm to 

you?  Do you know what I'm saying? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, it's definitely not alarming, for sure.  I just haven't played clean.  

Today was probably the best I've felt physically this week, finally started to get my energy 

back and started to feel a little bit better. 

 

Q.  Tiger, you weren't the only one that had chipping problems today, there were a 
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bunch of players dealing with those swales.  What's the challenges to chipping on 

this golf course? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, one is that we don't -- the ball doesn't really sit up, it's kind of 

nestled, and with as grainy as it is, the hardest part is you have to hit the ball up.  The 

greens are built up, and a lot of times you're on these swales and we never play this golf 

course with the green speeds like this.  So generally you can flight the ball down, you can 

keep it where it's manageable.  Right now with as dry as it is and as fast as they are, trying 

to get the ball up, you expose the bounce and that makes things a little bit more interesting. 
 


