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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
December 2, 2018 
 
JON RAHM  ( -20) 
 

 

JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here with the 2018 Hero World Challenge 

champion, Jon Rahm.  Jon, you entered today in a three-way tie for the lead, pulled ahead 

and never really looked back.  What was the key today?  I know you've talked a lot about 

your ball-striking today, so how were you able to pull ahead?  

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, but besides how I hit the ball today, there were a couple keys.  Based 

on how yesterday went, you know, I decided today I was going to be very decisive, meaning 

that any shot that I decided, any club that I picked, just really be really committed.  There's 

many ways to hit the ball when it's this windy, there's many ways to play golf, so I just 

decided to just pick one shot and stick to it and be really true to it and it really worked out 

today.  I also executed most of them almost perfectly, but really I think that was because of 

how decisive I was. 

 

And then the second thing is I really wasn't looking at anybody else.  I just stuck to myself, 

focused on what was going on in me, inside of me, stayed really in the present, never got 

ahead, never got really hung up on the past.  You know, I think those two things made me 

execute every shot as best as I could just because my mind wasn't distracted.  I was very 

clear, I let everything just flow through me and today happened, arguably the best 

ball-striking day I'm ever going to have, even better than Friday.  I just made a few more 

putts on Friday.  

 

Q.  Jon, considering the way the day started, could you have imagined coming down 

17, 18 with very little worries?  

 

JON RAHM:  Not a chance, especially the way Tony was playing as well.  I mean, birdied, 

too, on 3.  Unfortunately he made a bogey at 4, but I thought it got to a point where I thought 

me and Tony were just going to battle it out until the end, and it really was like that until 14.  

It's a three-shot swing.  That was the killer.  I mean, I was two shots ahead and that was -- I 

think that was the killer for Tony just because coming to 15, it's just straight downwind par 5.  

All you need to do is put it in the fairway and not go long right and you have a very good look 

at birdie.   

 

And then the only hard hole really because of the wind there was 16 and I hit a perfect drive 

there and even better second shot.  Even though I missed the putt, coming in the last few 

holes, it wasn't really that difficult because it was straight down, right?  All you need to do is 

get the ball in the air and the wind is going to take it to your target.  I mean, if it hadn't been 

for 15, or for 14, today would have been a complete different story.  I never would have 

thought to go on that 18 tee box with a five-shot lead after 9 holes. 
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Q.  You were pretty emotional when you beat Tiger in the singles at the Ryder Cup.  

What does it mean now to get your name on his trophy, and what did he say to you 

this afternoon giving you the trophy? 

 

JON RAHM:  Today? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

JON RAHM:  It was funny.  When we were in Atlanta, I think it was Wednesday at East 

Lake, he was putting next to me and I asked him, because I'm not the best putter on 

bermudagrass and I know it's kind of funny to say that now.  I said, hey, Tiger can you 

please teach me how to butt on bermuda?  You know, I'm not the best, I grew up on poa 

annua; bentgrass, I'm used to that, but I'm not the best on bermuda. 

 

He kind of laughed and told me it's all about feel.  I was like okay, whatever, right.  And 

today out there with the trophy, he was like, I mean, that's a pretty good performance for 

somebody who can't put putt on bermuda greens.  I did tell him, my man, you should look at 

my stats because it was all ball-striking.  I really didn't make -- I think I made one putt 

outside 10 feet, really, and I didn't miss a shot the last three days, it's as simple as that.  But 

I don't think he believed me really.   

 

He didn't say much, he made a couple jokes.  He was fine.  It's been great to be around him.  

The Sunday at the Ryder Cup was the best moment of my golf career.  Even though I won, I 

think he respects me a little more as a golfer just because of how I handled myself that day.  

I learned a lot from that guy and we owe him -- every golfer on the PGA TOUR owes him a 

lot because everything we play for is because of him.  

 

Q.  Did you get him to sign your shirt? 

 

Q.  How is it playing in the Bahamas on this course? 

 

JON RAHM:  How is it playing on this course?  It's great.  The golf course is in unbelievable 

good shape.  When you look down the tee box, it just looks pure everywhere.  The greens 

are about as good as you're going to putt on.  Even though they're bermuda, the grain 

wasn't taking it much.  It was great.  I think we got lucky, it wasn't the windiest of weeks.  We 

got some wind every day, but towards the end it died down.  It was just beautiful to be out 

there.  It was hot, but the wind kept us cool.  It's truly one of the most enjoyable walks I've 

had all year for four days, not just because I played well, it's just really, really fun to be 

around here. 

 

Q.  Jon, I think you said earlier in the week that you grew more off the course than 

you grew on the course this year as far as emotionally.  Did any of that spill over as 

far as when you're on the course and maybe things aren't going your way that you 

learn maybe to control your emotions a little bit better? 
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JON RAHM:  What do you mean? 

 

Q.  When you're on the course, do you feel like you control your emotions a little bit 

better than maybe you did last year?   

 

JON RAHM:  I've just been learning.  You know, what we need to remember, last year was 

my first year as a pro and I started as a 22-year-old.  I'm nervous playing like one of the best 

in the world, but for somebody like me coming from such a small town to get up to that stage 

so quickly, it's just a lot to manage from what comes from the outside and win myself. 

 

Yeah, there was a lot to learn, but when I said it was a lot of personal growth, it wasn't really 

related to golf or maybe controlling my emotions; it was more just real life things rather than 

golf.   

 

But I think a lot of this helped balance my golf and my emotions on the course.  The last few 

weeks have definitely been much better, especially coming down the stretch on Sundays, I 

feel a lot more balanced.  There's a reason why I performed the way I did today and the way 

I did this week really.  I think it's been an improvement.  More than anything, I think the best 

word I can use to describe this year, it's -- I think it's maturity.  I've grown a lot, I've matured 

a lot this year not as a golfer, as a person, and I think it translates into the golf game. 

 

Q.  What club did you hit on 9? 

 

JON RAHM:  No. 9, it was 3-wood off the tee and then it was 4-hybrid, which is a little 

stronger than a 3-iron.  Believe it or not, that was the play.  We were trying to land it short 

and run it up. 

 

Q.  I believe you.    

 

JON RAHM:  Just in case. 

 

Q.  In each of your first two full seasons as a pro, you end the year with three 

victories.  Is that what people should come to expect from you each year do you 

think? 

 

JON RAHM:  I mean, I hope I keep winning three times every year, that would be pretty 

impressive.  Still wouldn't get to what Tiger's done in 20 years, but it would be pretty 

impressive. 

 

Q.  Are you happy with it? 

 

JON RAHM:  Me? 

 

Q.  Does it fulfill your expectations or exceed them? 
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JON RAHM:  How many times have there been pros that played the first two years as PGA 

TOUR, European Tour members to win six times?  I just want to know.  Ask Tiger how 

many. 

 

Q.  You expect me to know this, right?   

 

JON RAHM:  I'm just asking.  You know a lot more than I did.  I love studying the history of 

golf and I did not expect to be here.  I'm extremely pleased.   

 

As I said, this year was not so much about golf, it was about me as a person, so to win as 

many times as I did last year, it just shows that when I get into contention, to me nothing 

else matters.  Last year I think I had 14 top-10s last year, maybe more.  This year I was not 

at such a high number, I didn't play quite as good as last year, but I was still really good.  If I 

can keep winning three times every year, yeah, I'll be extremely happy. 

 

Q.  Jon, you ended the season last year with a win, obviously you're doing the same 

thing this year, and you won early last year or earlier this year.  How much momentum 

do you think you'll be able to take from this win into 2019, if any? 

 

JON RAHM:  I don't think -- that question, I think it's easy to ask, but I don't think it really 

makes a difference, although the next field I'm not playing on is also not very big and also on 

an islands, so a lot in common.   

 

After this week there's a lot of goal setting coming in towards 2019.  It's time to be with the 

family, enjoy, just enjoy what I've done this year and a lot of things, getting engaged.  Just 

enjoying time with my family in Spain this year.  I won't be thinking really much about golf.  

I'll be playing, but it's the one time, the few weeks we have to take off.   

 

Once I set my goals, yeah, maybe next time I step on the golf course I'll still have a 

memory from this win and this performance and it helps out.  Definitely last year I 

believe showing up to Maui having won my last tournament, I believe it helped 

because I ended up in second place there.  But still a month away, so it's quite a bit. 

 

Q.  Jon, you said you didn't let anything affect you or distract you at any stage today.  

Was that even the case after what happened on 14?  Did it impact the way you 

approached the last few holes? 

 

JON RAHM:  No.  I still was going at every single pin.  I heard Tiger say once in an 

interview, and I believe it's Chronicles of a Champion, a 20-minute documentary they did 

about The Open Championship.  Tiger was talking, he said -- which is what we all think, 

right?  But he said once he got in the lead, his goal was to never go back to the field, to have 

the field catch him.   

 

That's the same thing I thought today.  As soon as I got in the lead, my mind was still 

forward of myself, keep doing birdies and just keep going on.  I didn't know what kind of a 
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lead I had until I got to 16 and I was still rifling at the pin.  I hit a 6-iron at the pin there and 

9-iron at the pin the last two holes.   

 

There's no reason to, you know, change the way I play just because I have a lead or not.  If I 

get a little complacent and maybe aim towards the middle of the green and miss a shot and 

make a bogey, you might get a little bit nervous.  I kept telling Adam, let's get to 19, let's get 

to 20, let's get to 21, let's see if we can get to 21.  In my mind I tried to think I was still one 

back. 

 

Q.  This was the first time you're playing in the Bahamas and with your family 

following you.  How satisfying is it to win before your family? 

 

JON RAHM:  It was great because having Kelley and her parents -- my parents are not 

here.  I think is the first time I've actually won with her parents watching, I believe.  I hope I'm 

not wrong.  No, they weren't at Torrey, they weren't at Ireland.  No, this is the first time I've 

won with them watching.  I think it's great.  Before she was a girlfriend, now she's a fiancee, 

so I think it's a really special moment for all of us as a family.  I couldn't be happier that 

they're here. 

 

Q.  Jon, I think you just said this was one of your, if not the best ball-striking weeks.  

What does that feel like? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's pretty amazing, to be honest.  There's not many times a year where you 

feel like not the first day, but Friday when I just step on it and I know I'm going to hit it solid.  

There's not many times where that happens, and it's hard because it's real easy to get 

overconfident and just step up and hit it.   

 

It's a lot of mental work to just stay on the right frame of mind.  But it's a great feeling just 

because the confidence you get of just knowing that I'm going to be in the fairway, knowing 

that I'm going to hit it where I'm looking, it's hard to explain, to be honest.  This is not many 

times.  Torrey Pines when I won, it was one of those weeks that was the same way.  And 

Dubai last year was very similar. 

 

It's an incredible feeling, especially when you starting the day in contention and you're a little 

more tense and just knowing that your swing is so good, you're going to hit it good.  It's 

great, it's what allowed me to stay as aggressive as you did. 

 

Q.  How would you rank it? 

 

JON RAHM:  This one was definitely the best ball-striking.  Torrey was the most impressive 

because I did hit a couple more quality shots like the hybrid 4-iron I hit over the bunker at 13 

at Torrey to get on the green and make eagle and get myself tied for the lead.  The second 

shot on 17 that I hit to five feet.  But still as an overall, and also Torrey's a little more 

demanding than this course is, but I haven't particularly been the best in windy places and to 

play as solid as I did with wind, this ranks pretty high up.  Ball-striking-wise, I think this was 
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the best. 

 

Q.  Jon, you said that you love the history of the game, you said you follow stats 

pretty closely and you watched the movie on Tiger Woods.  How much do you spend 

time on reading about the game, watching the game when you're actually not playing 

and away from it, like maybe the next few weeks when you're actually not on the 

course?  

 

JON RAHM:  I'm not big on stats, but I just love -- I think I've seen every video on YouTube 

about Seve and Tiger.  Every shot that's ever to be seen on the internet, I've probably seen 

it.  It's because I love the game of golf so much.  I enjoy watching all those things, it's just 

great.   

 

If you ever see Kelley, ask her because when we started dating I still did that.  She had no 

idea about golf and I would just get the laptop and just make her watch all the highlights of 

Tiger.  I've seen Tiger's final round at Pebble in 2000 about 150 times.   

 

Again, I also use it as a learning curve because you can learn from all these great things that 

all these great players have done and use them for yourself.  Besides that, I enjoy it a lot.  

It's just fun.  I love the game and it's great to watch all those things.  

 

Q.  A quick follow-up on that.  When you talk about what these guys have done, how 

much do you think -- it's too early in your career.  What do you feel about a legacy like 

you said Seve did -- 

 

JON RAHM:  It depends.  As a golfer, I want to win as much as possible, but once I can, I 

want to also give back to the game of golf.   

 

Recently we started -- me and the Seve Ballesteros Foundation started an event called Jon 

& Seve Golf for Kids in Spain.  This is the first year.  We're going to have the final in 

December and it's pretty much -- very similar deal to the Drive, Chip & putt except the final's 

not at Augusta.  I hope they hear and they let the winners get to Augusta next few years.   

 

Yeah, try to do my best to give back to the game of golf.  Seve did that very well, he grew 

the game of golf in Spain and I want to do that as well.  Without Seve I would not be playing 

golf nowadays, so I think I owe it to him and the game of golf and every ambassador before 

me to at least do my part and do as much as I can.   

 

I would love for every kid that's going to start in the next 10, 20 years to have more options 

than I did, and the kids after that to have as many as possible.  I'll try to focus mainly on 

Spain because that's where I'm from obviously, but if I can get global, I'll get global.  That's 

my goal, that's what I want my legacy to be.  I want people to understand and to receive me 

as somebody who tried to grow the game of golf. 

 

Q.  Jon, when you talked about outlining, setting, whatever, goals for the year, are you 
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very specific with them?  Is it something you write down, is it something you keep it 

in your head?  And are you one who shares what they are and how many you 

achieved? 

 

JON RAHM:  Personally, I can say it doesn't really sink in to me unless I write it down.  And 

it's not in my phone, it's actually using a pen and writing it down in a notebook.  It really just 

makes it stick.  It's just a process of my mental coach.  We always go through it.  It's about a 

two-, three-hour conversation really about a lot of things and get really in depth of what's 

going on and analyze the reasons why I want to do what I want to do and what for, which is 

a great question.  What's the reason for doing what I want to accomplish.  And that's really 

what I ask myself and that's how I set my goals.  I'm not going to disclose what they are 

mainly because I really don't know yet. 

 

Q.  Can you say what they were for '18? 

 

JON RAHM:  I would rather not say, yeah.  I try to keep that to myself. 

 

Q.  How did you do? 

 

JON RAHM:  Pretty well.  I did really well, yeah.  Hard not to -- I guess three wins and the 

Ryder Cup and all that, yeah, I would say it's a lot of goals accomplishes. 

 

Q.  Jon, you mentioned Sunday the Ryder Cup being the greatest moment for you 

professionally.  I just wonder why that is over the wins.  Obviously the Ryder Cup's a 

big deal, but could you explain why that is over all these things? 

 

JON RAHM:  Let me tell you, for those 24 hours from -- the 12 hours from when I learned I 

was going to play Tiger, I was in the players' room a little down because we had a 10-6 lead, 

but I hadn't really contributed.  Played good, but didn't get points.  Kind of felt like I was 

letting the team down.   

 

I knew I was going to tee off fourth and I see the sheet.  I see Rory-J.T.  Paul Casey-Brooks.  

Rosie-Webb Simpson.   

 

I'm thinking, oh, I know Tiger's usually back, usually likes playing last.  And I see Jon 

Rahm-T.W.  I'm like, great.  To me, the greatest golfer of all time that I've been able to see, 

he just won at East Lake, he's 0-3, I was 0-2.  I'm like, he really wants to win this for sure 

and I'm not playing my best.  So that was my first train of thought.  I'm like, great. 

 

It was a lot of effort talking to my mental coach, Thomas Bjorn and Tommy Fleetwood, 

because Tommy had played him a couple times.  A lot of work to set myself to what I wanted 

to be even though I was not hitting it good.  A lot of work to create a strategy that would 

work.   

 

I went to bed that night, woke up, and all the way from the hotel to the golf course I was 
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talking to a mental coach all 30 minutes of what I wanted to do and basically we ended up 

with a plan of -- Thomas Bjorn said it best:  Tiger just does not make mistakes.  That's what 

he said.  He's going to try to capitalize on your mistakes and he's going to hole a ton of 

putts, so don't be surprised. 

 

So I kind of went with the mindset of I'm going to have to beat this guy at his own game.  I'm 

not a person known for not making mistakes, but I'm going to have to play as flawless as I 

can and it's what I set my mind so.   

 

Also, he's for sure the one non-European who had the biggest crowd.  It is Tiger Woods.  

Got pretty close to major history with 80 wins and he had a lot of support.  Yeah, I mean, I 

was really just trying to not make a single mistake.   

 

Then on the last putt right before I hit it, somebody in Spanish yelled, "Do it for Seve," at the 

top of his lungs.  Knowing how much Seve means to me, having the five-footer to beat Tiger 

Woods, earning the first full point for the Europeans when it was looking kind of dark, there 

was a lot going on in my mind.   

 

Also, the Sunday of the PGA my grandpa had just passed that Sunday as soon as I finished.  

When they mentioned Seve, I knew he would be up there.  In my mind I'm like, I know he's 

up there with my grandpa, I know my grandpa's telling him everything about golf even know 

Seve knows a little bit.  I kind of got calm and thought, I'm just going to make it for them.  

There's no way them two are going to allow me to miss this putt.   

 

And then when I hit it and it went in, I mean, it's all that feeling, right?  I tried to stay as 

balanced as possible, I never got mad even after missing the putt on 16.  Making the putt to 

beat Tiger Woods, my all-time hero, man, it was hard.   

 

And then when I turned around, I had to apologize because I didn't see he was coming to 

me and he came to me with a smile.  He said, "Man, don't even worry, you played great, and 

I started crying in front of Tiger and kind of -- it was such an emotional moment.   

 

Because of that, I don't think there's anything I can do in the game anytime soon that's going 

to mean more than that.  Growing up watching Tiger, he was just telling me, he was showing 

in 2001 when he won this event, he was like, "How old were you?"  I'm like, we're assuming 

this was in December, so since I'm from November, I just turned 7 years old.  I saw him win 

a great deal of events, grew up with a dream of someday beating him, and to do it on the 

Sunday of a Ryder Cup, it was -- with all that I said before, it was extremely special.  There's 

not many things that are going to be better than that in golf for me. 

 

Q.  Jon, you just mentioned your all-time hero.  He'll be doing video for Discovery Golf 

TV next year.  Which skill you would like to learn from him, Tiger Woods? 

 

JON RAHM:  Which skill?  Tiger and Seve, because they're both up there.  I think Seve 

might have the upper hand being Spanish.   
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What skill from Tiger?  I would say his clutch putting.  It's kind of like the Michael Jordan of 

golf or the Kobe golf, right?  All the shots they made in the Playoffs, at the end to win events 

and to win games.  Tiger's one of the few who's able to emulate that in golf.  All the putts he 

made coming down the stretch on the last few holes to give himself a chance and to win, 

hopefully I can get his clutch putting someday. 

 

JACK RYAN:  Thank you, Jon, and congratulations on your win at the Hero World 

Challenge. 

 

JON RAHM:  Thank you. 
 


