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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
November 29, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( +1) 
 

 

Q.  Tiger, you're killing that driver.  I know you didn't score as well as you would like, 

but you're killing the driver.  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I didn't quite feel comfortable with my game today even though I 

drove it great.  It was definitely reflective in my scoring today, I didn't quite feel comfortable 

and just didn't quite hit the ball close enough or give myself a lot of looks at it. 

 

Q.  Is it a legacy of still feeling sort of rundown?  

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I'm feeling a lot better today, for sure.  It's been a long last week or 

so.  At least this tournament's now started and we've got it underway, now I'm back into the 

rhythm of playing again, which is nice. 

 

Q.  Were your feet bothering you, Tiger? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I've struggled with my ankles over the last few months.  Still the 

same issues. 

 

Q.  What was the line like on 12? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It was grainy.  I had a little patch right behind the golf ball and I tried to toe 

it in there in trying to make sure I actually hit it long.  I was trying to play for like a 10-, 

12-footer coming back and it just didn't come out and it blew back in the hazard. 

 

Q.  Tiger, were there any thoughts today looking back at where you were a year ago at 

this tournament? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, there have been a lot of thoughts of that, not just today but this 

entire week of where I started at last year coming into this event and looking at how the 

year's panned out.  It's been pretty amazing. 

 

Q.  Is it hard to have the same intensity this year at this event as you did last year 

knowing that you've kind of crossed so many hurdles and it's just probably not as 

important as it would have been a year ago? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  I wouldn't say it's intensity, I just don't have the same energy.  That's just 

from being under the weather like I have been.  I've just been rundown and I'm tired and 

been trying to catch up with it.  You know, at least I'm just not coughing anymore, which is 

nice. 
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Q.  What are you guys doing next year in terms of timing with the Presidents Cup, do 

you know yet or do you have options? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  We just know that we're the week prior to the event. 

 

Q.  The Presidents Cup?   

 

TIGER WOODS:  Prior to the Presidents Cup.  Still working it out. 

 

Q.  What's one of your favorite takeaways from your time with Butch? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  With Butch? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I've had some of my best golf through that.  I grew up a lot with 

Butch and I remembered some of the training camps that I had down there in Houston at 

Lochinvar with Seve there as well and getting a chance to hang out with Seve for a weekend 

here and there.  I learned a lot from those sessions, and over the years I've just -- being 

around Butchy and his experiences and the guys that he's taught, you know, it's a who's 

who that he's helped and actually helped to get to No. 1 in the world as well. 

 

Q.  What's with your ankles, can you expand on that? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  They've just been sore for months, just wear and tear. 

 

Q.  Tiger, are you working on anything specific in your swing at the moment? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  No, no.  You know, it's the same old stuff, just trying to get things moving 

in the correct sequence.  Some days it's better than others, but realistically it's about how I'm 

feeling.  If I'm feeling good, I know I can make a move.  Certain days I'm just tired than 

others and that results in having to make alterations in my swing. 

 

Q.  Tiger, Patrick said some things yesterday that he reiterated -- he reiterated some 

things he said right after the Ryder Cup.  A, wondering if you ever spoke to him about 

any of it in these months since, and are you at all concerned going into the Presidents 

Cup, I know it's a long time away, but just the way he's been, the attitude and getting 

that all sorted out? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, we spoke after the Ryder Cup for a long period of time and, you 

know, we talked amongst us and it will stay between us. 

 

Q.  Are you disappointed that he has felt this way, that he's had some of these -- 
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TIGER WOODS:  Well, some of the things that, as I've said, it's between us and we'll be 

handling it between us. 

 

Q.  What do you have to change for the rest of the week? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, I would like to hit the ball a little bit closer than I did today.  I didn't hit 

the ball very close, and today was probably the easiest it's going to be the entire week and I 

didn't take advantage of these pretty benign conditions. 

 

Q.  At what point in this past year did you show up at tournaments knowing you were 

going to drive it great, and how does that feel? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  It started after the PGA when I went back to my old shaft here and we 

added a bunch of loft to the -- a bunch of loft; another degree and a half or so from where I 

was.  And I don't hit the ball anywhere near as far as I did earlier in the yearly or the 

summer, but it's spinnier and the ball's in play.  I'm able to hit the balls in the fairway, but I 

just don't have the hot ones like I used to, but it's just driver setup. 

 

Q.  Guys who, for example, aren't great putters will stand over a putt and if they're 

honest they're like hoping it goes in and reaching a stage where they putt great and it 

feels unbelievable.  For you driving, is there any kind of similar sensation of 

confidence of just knowing where it's going, you know you're going to have a good 

day regardless? 

 

TIGER WOODS:  Well, more than anything I'm spinning this driver more.  With spin comes 

control, and I don't hit it -- as I said, I don't hit it anywhere near as far as I did my earlier 

setups this year, but it's in play and I can deal with that.  You can see it, I'm shaping the golf 

ball both ways, it's just not going as far. 
 


