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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
November 29, 2018 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY  ( -7) 
 

 

Q.  Patrick, if we can just get an opening comment on your 7-under bogey-free round? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, golf course played much different today obviously with no wind 

or little wind compared to yesterday.  Greens are really fast, and so I got going a little bit with 

the putter and made some putts.  

 

Q.  You said you found out two weeks ago you were in the field, you never played 

here before.  How many practice rounds did you get?  Was it kind of a crash course? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  I played like 10 holes on Tuesday and then played the pro-am 

yesterday. 

 

Q.  Was that your best stretch of birdies (inaudible) people calling Tiger? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  That's a shocker.  I closed strong.  I think I birdied five out of the last 

six or something like that. 

 

Q.  Patrick, how challenging is it chipping around these greens with some of the 

drop-offs? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, where you leave your golf ball on the par 5s is super 

important, especially depending on the hole location.  I didn't do a great job today, but I'm 

still figuring out where to leave the golf ball.   

 

It's kind of tough also to leave your golf ball in the right spot off the green because the areas 

are really small and there's a lot of collection areas, and when they go down and you have to 

chip up to the green out of that grainy bermuda, it's tough. 

 

Q.  What would you be doing this week if you hadn't gotten the call two weeks ago? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  I would be resting, I probably wouldn't be playing golf, but I'm glad 

I'm here.  I was looking forward to -- I knew I was on the edge for a while, so I was hopeful 

that I would get in and fortunately I did. 

 

Q.  I know it's been about a month ago, but in terms of coming off that great weekend 

at Shriners, were you able to continue that momentum? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  Well, I actually, the week after Shriners I flew to Miami and I had a 

deviated septum surgery and then a sinus surgery.  So I was out for a good week where I 
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was like mostly in bed, so I didn't really have any time to think about it.  I think I flew straight 

to Miami and I had the surgery on Wednesday or something like that. 

 

Q.  And how long were you off the course, about a week or two? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  No, it was pretty comprehensive surgery.  I didn't do anything for a 

week, and then I took another week off and didn't golf after the week where I was basically 

in bed, so a couple weeks after. 

 

Q.  How long had that been an issue? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  I obviously have dealt with like allergies and sinus stuff, and this one 

was pretty blocked.  I thought about it for a while and I just had some trouble sleeping 

through the night this year, so I just decided it was time to do the surgery.  I'm glad I did, 

hopefully it gives me a little easier time breathing. 

 

Q.  Sleeping good? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  I'm still working through it just because of my nose still healing from 

the surgery.  So all the inflammation isn't down, but it's getting there. 

 

Q.  Were there certain events that were tough?  Guys talk about the pollen at Augusta. 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  No.  I've always dealt with sinus stuff and this one's always been 

really hard to breathe out of it.  It's just something I kind of was used to.  I've tried doing stuff, 

sprays and pills and stuff, to make it be better, but I decided it was time to maybe try 

something a little more aggressive. 

 

Q.  How big is a benefit of playing this week? 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  I think anytime you can play against the best players in the world, 

and this field's obviously small but it's really, really strong, anytime you can do that and test 

your skills against the best in the world, I think it makes you a better golfer. 

 

Q.  How about the donations to the California Strong fund, how did you get set up 

with them and what does it mean to -- 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, I saw that Jared Goff set up a charity deal, and I really feel for 

those people, just seeing the devastation.  I mean, there are a couple different fires and 

seeing just the whole towns getting wiped out.  Just doing a little bit to help, I felt like I could 

do it and I'm happy to help. 

 

Q.  Today was a good game today.  Talk about tomorrow and going ahead. 

 

PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, still trying to figure out the golf course.  So I feel like I know it a 
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little better after today and really looking forward to playing the rest of the three days.  It's a 

fun event, Tiger's a great host and I'm happy to be here. 
 


