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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
30 November 2018 
 
DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS  ( -7) 
 

 

Q.  Dimi, a shaky start today, but you came home pretty well.  Can you just talk 

through that? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, just a bit of a slow start.  Just dropped one early, but I 

played pretty solid all day.  Missed a couple of putts early, but made a few coming in, so it 

was good. 

 

Q.  The back nine there as well, how did that go? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, the back nine was all right, I think I made one or TWO 

birdies the back nine.  I had a lot of opportunities, I didn't really make a heap out there.  I 

wasn't hitting it overly close, so I was making some decent putts. 

 

Q.  You're still very much in this tournament, though.  How's it feel going into the 

weekend?  There's probably a couple guys out there now at 6, but 7's pretty good 

heading into the weekend. 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, I think I'm in good position.  Can't ask for much more than 

that coming into Saturday.  Gave myself a good opportunity. 

 

Q.  With the conditions this morning we thought a couple guys might go quite low this 

morning.  (Inaudible) was sort of suggesting they're just not making anything.  Did 

you find that putting is sort of a bit tricky this week? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  It is sort of tricky.  The conditions were perfect this morning.  

There are a couple tricky pins out there as well that can catch you really quickly.  I think the 

putting, the greens are a great surface but the grain's very tricky to read.  You've got to be 

pretty spot on with that. 

 

Q.  Can you talk us through 9?  You weren't expecting to make 6 there? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, I just hit my second shot a bit too aggressive on my 

second shot and pulled it into the water, and I dropped it and it was a horrendous lie.  It 

nearly rolled back in the hazard.  But it wasn't, so I was standing on the rocks pretty much.  

And then I chipped the next one, went into the bunker and ended up making a good 

up-and-down.  It was a good 6 in there. 

 

Q.  With how tough some of the lies are out there and the grain of the greens, you 

make a score like that and you think everyone else is going to have the same thing 
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out here today? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, but I still think there's a low score out there.  Obviously 

you've got to -- it is tricky out there, but it's definitely doable.  You saw what Zuni did last 

year when he tore it up, and then there's been a few guys that have had low scores around 

here, so it's definitely doable.  It's one of those courses that you have to be playing well the 

whole round.  As soon as you hit one bad shot on any of the holes, you've got a bit of a task 

ahead of you. 

 

Q.  And that back nine, a really consistent back nine for yourself.  Didn't make any 

mistakes, which is probably what's happened to you lately, you found a lot of birdies 

but a few bogeys.  Are you really proud of just a consistent back nine? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, it was pretty solid.  I just, I didn't really hit it like 

fantastically all day.  I made a couple of birdies from hitting good wedges in and then made 

some birdie putts from about 30-, 40-footers.  Not really expecting to make too many of 

them. 

 

Q.  When you look back to the disappointment of the Challenge Tour final and you see 

what you're doing now such as the Australian Open and this week, can you explain 

your thoughts between a month ago and now? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Just put it behind me.  I've had a few disappointments in my 

career and I've just learnt the longer you worry about it, the worse it gets.  So I just got 

straight back over here going to the New South Wales Open and just treat it like another 

tournament.  I think just keep doing what I'm doing and stick to the process.  The result will 

come, keep working hard.  If I get too upset about it, it doesn't really work out too well for 

me. 

 

Q.  Do you think your play's a lot better now than what it was then?  Have you felt an 

improvement? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, as soon as I came home I caught up with my coach, Gary 

Barter.  It's tough when I'm over in Europe not getting to see him as much as I would like, 

but coming home and having him help me out's made a big difference, I think. 

 

Q.  I wanted to ask you, do you believe in karma, because you had to bring to the 

official's attention what happened to your 8-iron and it eventually led to your 

disqualification.  So that was your own doing that and now you've got a second 

Australian Open, you're in a real show here at the PGA. 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, maybe not karma, you've still got to get the job done and 

make your own luck definitely in this game.  But I suppose it was a bit -- it was good to turn 

around as quick as I did because it was quite easy.  I had a bad couple of weeks, it could 

have been a bit worse off, but it was nice to bounce back quickly. 
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Q.  With Braith in your camp, does he offer any mental advice about top level sport, 

do you draw on that at all? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  No, not really.  Just very supportive and just gives me the 

confidence boost.  Not particularly.  I use a little bit Angela Pampling, Rod's wife, helps me a 

little bit with my mental game.  She's here this week and it's been good to have her here.  

I've been working with her for about the last year, about this time last year.  I had a shocker 

when I played with Pamps.  I was actually probably kind of last after the first, I missed the 

cut.  But yeah, it was a big scoring difference from last year so I'm happy with where I'm at 

now. 

 

Q.  Anything in particular that you work with her on? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Not really.  Just working on trying to get a bit more focused.  

Sometimes I get a bit distracted and maybe I'm a bit too relaxed out there and let a few 

shots slip.  Or if it does go a bit poorly, sometimes get a bit frustrated.  Sometimes that 

works in my favor when I get a bit upset, it sort of focuses me and I'll bounce back a bit.  

Yeah, it's more just about trying to switch on a bit more and keep it going, maintain it for the 

full round. 

 

Q.  Braith fancies himself as a golfer.  Does he take money after you when you have a 

sneaky side bet or anything? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  No, I haven't played with Braith yet, haven't had the pleasure of 

that yet.  I'm sure it will be traumatizing.  

 

Q.  Are you going to give him any shots?  How many shots will you give him? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Not too many, maybe one aside. 

 

Q.  Have you known him for a while?  He said you only just signed sort of a week 

ago? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Just signed on, yeah, Monday.  But we've been speaking to 

each other for months now, and obviously because of the position I was in without having -- I 

was close to getting a European Tour card and it was a tough decision which management 

group to go to and how it would benefit me for the future, but I'm very happy to sign with 

Blake.  It's been awesome so far. 

 

Q.  What appealed to you about aligning with Braith?  

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Braith and Justin they've got and Pricey's there as well, it's a 

really good team, good advice.  They've got a small group of players as well, so we get 

to -- it's a lot easier to get in touch with them and have more communication, get a bit of 
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advice when we need it.  Also, they've helped a lot with getting a few sponsors on board.  

They've got some good connections and that's going to help us out for the next year or so. 

 

Q.  Has he already indicated he's decided to come to the Open with you next year? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  He hasn't, but I'm one hundred percent he'll be going.  He's very 

keen.  He loves coming out. 

 

Q.  What sponsors are you hooked up with just in general terms already?   

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Bank of Sydney and Coogee Bay Hotel are sort of helping me 

out. 

 

Q.  That's sort of just recent? 

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Yeah, that was in the last couple weeks.   

 

Q.  What's the second one?  

 

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS:  Coogee Bay. 
 


