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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
30 November 2018 
 
JAKE McLEOD  ( -8) 
 

 

Q.  Jake, just one back going into the weekend, very nicely positioned here at the 

Aussie PGA. 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, it's good.  Hopefully I can be in the last group with Cam, which 

would be a good round.  Yeah, it's a good feeling. 

 

Q.  You two have obviously played, we asked him about you guys playing together.  

Has he been something of an inspiration I guess these last couple years to see his 

game progress to that level and knowing that you guys came through at the same 

time?  

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, definitely, of course.  We haven't played a round in a long time 

either, so it would be nice to have a game and see where I'm at against one of the best 

players in the world.    

 

Q.  How are you feeling?  Can you bring emotions, I guess, down from the boiling 

point, I guess, of 17 of how you sort of -- can you process it? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, I'm fine, yeah.  It's a bit of an up-and-down day and it was sort of a 

lot of good and a lot of bad.  It was just one of those days, but the good was a bit better, so it 

was nice to have a couple under today. 

 

Q.  Do you feel it was one of those tough breaks you can get in a round of golf or 

happy with how it all proceeded at 7, 8? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, yeah, yeah, no, it was definitely out, I just wanted to double check 

because the fence was kind of bent and all that sort of stuff.  Yeah, I just put a terrible swing 

on it.  Yeah, it was just one of those things, I lost a bit of concentration and that's just what 

happens, yeah.  

 

Q.  How far from being just in was it on 17? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Oh, like a ball.  It only just has to touch apparently, so it was like a good 

ball out, yeah.  It was just hard to tell because the fence was bent in like a foot and the posts 

go in.  It was hard to sort of tell what was going on, yeah. 

 

Q.  After the eagle on 12 you got a few bad breaks.  You hit a good approach to 13, 

went over the back there, you hit a good shot that missed. 
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JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah.    

 

Q.  And then 17 as well, but 15 as well, you got a big bounce forward as well? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, car park there. 

 

Q.  It was just one of those days where things didn't go your way, but you still ground 

it out pretty well? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, yeah, definitely.  Yeah, I was playing nicely and I hit a poor shot on 

the 9th into the water there and made bogey there.  But 10, 11, 12 I played awesome 

throughout that stretch there, which was nice.  Yeah, just missed in the wrong spot on 13.  I 

was a bit unlucky, it rolled through the bunker into the rough just out of it.  Yeah, caught -- I 

was 150 away and hit pitching wedge and hit my pitching wedge 125, I was just playing to 

the front of the green and caught a flyer and that's the spot I told myself I couldn't hit it.  

Then yeah, hit the path up 14, or 15.  It was in the trees there. 

 

Q.  A bit like your final round at the New South Wales Open today, a lot of really good 

stuff and -- 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you take positives away that you got through that one? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, definitely.  I feel like I'm playing really nicely, the putter feels good 

and I'm hitting it.  Just need to work on sort of distance control stuff with my wedges, but 

those poor swings, just lack of concentration out there, especially on 17.  Yeah, I should 

have pulled out, I knew that was not going to end well for myself. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JAKE McLEOD:  No, I'll keep it for next year.  I need the handicap.  

 

Q.  Will you be (inaudible) the whole of November? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Maybe, yeah. 

 

Q.  When you made eagle at 12, mate, are you a leaderboard watcher, do you walk off 

and go, oh, 11 under, I'm doing okay?  Do you like to have a look? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Oh, yeah, there's leaderboards sort of all over the place, so I looked and I 

saw I was a few in front at that time or whatever I was.  Yeah, it was nice, but finished off 

pretty average.    

 

Q.  A few of the boys atop the leaderboard sort of made a meal of 9 today.  How did 
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you sort of come away with 6 there today? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  I actually hit a pretty good drive just over the trap, only had like 180 flag or 

something like that sitting on a nice lie just in the rough, but it wasn't really thick rough or 

anything.  I was trying to play it right of the flag and another terrible swing and pull-hooked it 

into the water.  Then I followed it up with a poor chip shot and sort of just got up, but took the 

slope and came back down.  Made up-and-down from there from the second one, which was 

a bonus because I could have quite easily made a double there. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like mentally -- I guess the temptation is when you're not playing well 

to go at pins, and there were a few tricky ones today.  Do you feel like you had the 

right mental kind of capacity to sort of play away from flags when you needed to or 

anything like that? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, definitely.  That shot there I wasn't playing at the flag at all, I just hit 

a poor shot.  I didn't really -- yeah, I didn't hit -- other than the one on 11 and 12, those were 

my only two -- and 1, those were the only times I hit it close.  I holed a few good putts, which 

was nice, yeah. 

 

Q.  On 12, what was your approach club there? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  3-wood, yeah. 

 

Q.  And we're thinking about five foot? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, five, six feet, yeah. 

 

Q.  Great shot.  After the rules issue at the Aussie Open, when you got down there 

you knew it was out but you're waiting, are you comfortable having experienced it 

only two weeks ago? 

 

JAKE McLEOD:  Yeah, definitely, yeah.  I guess so, yeah.  I don't know.  Yeah, I kind of 

knew it was out.  It was probably a good thing it was out actually, I don't know, because I 

would have had to drop it on the slope, and I'm not too sure because like the fence was 

there as well, if I dropped it there that could have still been in my way.  And my second ball I 

hit off the tee, the provisional was pretty good, so I was, I don't know, not relieved but I was 

pretty happy that it was kind of out, yeah. 
 


