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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
29 November 2018 
 
JOHN SENDEN 
 

 

Q.  John, I've got to ask you about the ninth tee.  You're 2 under par after eight holes, 

the ninth hole, par 5, birdie opportunity.  You're standing up there with a driver in 

hand, take it to the top, then what happened? 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  Well, the actual club broke in the handle coming down into the impact 

area.  Had no chance of actually stopping the shot, so unfortunately that counts as actually 

one stroke.  I was playing two shots off the tee.  So, you know, it just happens.  I've seen it 

happen before to other players, but first time it's happened to me in a tournament.  

Unfortunately, it was just -- it happened.  It was just the force of it coming down and then 

snapped right in front of my forefinger on the right hand.  And when the club collapsed in this 

area, I come down and it just -- I had no chance of stopping the shot.  So the whole thing 

was, it was really -- it actually spooked me a bit. 

 

Q.  I was going to say that, did you actually hurt yourself at all when you did it? 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  Yeah, well, the club handle at the top of the shaft actually bent into where 

it snapped, and it snapped just above this finger and felt like it was jammed in my finger 

rather than sort of bent it.  So it actually pinched it bit, so that was where I was feeling the 

discomfort from that.  I had to learn to go with a 3-wood all day.  Anyway, it worked okay 

after that. 

 

Q.  What about the drop, what happened there because they were going to make you 

play from a high tee it looked like initially, the original tee.  You took a drop. 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  Yeah, I think there was a lot of discussion on what the procedure was for 

the drop issue.  Basically what happened in the end was I could actually just take the ball off 

the tee, I could actually drop the ball in the exact spot where I was playing from and add 

one.  That was the correct procedure for the rule. 

 

Q.  Do you have a spare driver to put in the bag tomorrow? 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  I've got my driver, I've just got to get a new shaft, I guess.  Unfortunately, 

all my shafts are in Brisbane, but I'll have to get a fresh shaft in the morning to play with 

tomorrow.  It will work out, I'm sure. 

 

Q.  John, were you happy to accept the penalty? 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  Well, that's the rule. 
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Q.  So there's no argument on intent, because we understand the word "intent" -- 

 

JOHN SENDEN:  There's no exception, it's just the rule.  Isn't that how it works?  You know 

what I mean?  You can't argue against the 1.  Unfortunately, when you're intent to hit a shot 

and you don't hit it, it's one stroke.  That's the way it goes. 
 


