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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
29 November 2018 
 
MARC LEISHMAN 
 

 

Q.  Marc, that was an early morning tee time.  How were you feeling first thing this 

morning? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I was feeling pretty good.  It just took a little bit of adjusting to get 

used to the difference in the speed of the greens.  Quite nice, actually.  They grew a lot 

during the day, and obviously playing very late, they were a little slow yesterday afternoon.  

But they had them good this morning and I proceeded to knock my first putt of the day eight 

feet past from not very far.  Once I adjusted to that, it was fine.   

 

It was a good day.  I didn't have my best stuff.  Hit a few scrappy shots, but I think I 

played -- birdied all the par 5s and managed to shoot 4 under with not my best stuff, so I was 

happy with that.  Hopefully I can play a little better tomorrow and get off to a -- do the same 

as I did last year and hopefully be right around the lead after two rounds. 

 

Q.  The putt on the first (inaudible)?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it was.  I hit my second shot just on top of the tier and it was 

actually -- it was just a downhiller and yeah, hit it too hard.  It happens, but adjusted pretty 

quickly after that. 

 

Q.  What was the first good putt you made? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I hit a good putt on 11 that didn't go in, and then made a putt on 12 for 

birdie from about 10 feet.  Hit a lot of good putts today actually.  Signs are good, I just need 

to probably just straighten up the driver a little bit and we'll be good. 

 

Q.  On the 15th there you weren't very happy with your chip.  That was a fairly decent 

putt to knock in.  How far was that? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  That was probably 10 or 12-foot again.  Yeah, it was just, when you're 

chipping into the grain you've got to hit it so hard, and I'm not quite used to it, so haven't 

adjusted as quick as I would like to the stuff around the greens.  Luckily, my putter made up 

for that one. 

 

Q.  4 under without your best stuff, that's pretty ominous.  What can you shoot around 

here if you find your best stuff? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Oh, I mean, it's hard because it's very rare that every part of your game 

works.  You can shoot low, but with the weather conditions, when it's windy, it's a pretty hard 
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golf course.  I mean, I think 7 under would be a great score around here.  It's just nice to, 

you know, to -- that's been the goal of mine for the last few years is when I don't have my 

best golf, my best stuff, to still shoot under par, not put myself out of the tournament with one 

round.  I'm getting better at it.  I can still obviously improve with it, but just my good rounds 

are really good.  I have to make the bad rounds not quite as bad.  That was a good start 

today. 

 

Q.  Are you saying that was a bad round? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  No, it wasn't a bad round.  

 

Q.  It could have been worse? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it could have been worse.  I mean, 1 over after the first and even 

through 9.  I could have easily shot even par.  Fought hard.  Did a similar thing in Malaysia, 

didn't have my best stuff in the first round, and then when you do hit some good shots you 

can attack a little bit more.  Yeah, I mean, happy.  I'm not saying I played badly, I just 

wasn't -- it just wasn't the immaculate round, I would say.  It was a very good round for the 

way that I hit it. 

 

Q.  You were speaking about the grain.  If the guys are struggling, (inaudible), did you 

see a change in the greens today? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  They were quicker today than they were yesterday, definitely. 

 

Q.  Did that make it easier? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yes, easier to putt on, but they're still quite grainy.  But you expect that 

coming to Queensland, especially when the weather's been the way it has, too, I guess.  It's 

just hard putting on them.  If I had to predict a score, I wouldn't think it would be as low as it 

was last year just because it's going to be harder to make putts.  So I was happy with how 

many putts I made today, yeah. 

 

Q.  You did give yourself a lot of other looks as well you didn't make.  Good strokes, 

just misreads.  Or do you go to the putting green now and put a bit of work in? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  No, I hit really good putts.  I mean, probably the putts I missed were 10, 

15, 20-footers that I hit really good putts.  If you don't match up the line and speed absolutely 

perfectly on these greens when there's grain, when grain's a factor, you can -- they look like 

they're going in.  And if they're a little bit too hard, they won't break, and obviously a little 

soft, they'll break across the hole.  So I hit a few putts like that.   

 

No, I'm really happy with the way my putter was, I feel good over that.  Like I say, just hit a 

couple of tee shots into like -- I had to go out sideways on 17 out of a bunker, just got 

unlucky in a bunker.  And then in the fairway bunker on 9th, which I still managed to make 
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birdie.  So got away with a few, but again, a little bit of room to improve. 

 

Q.  Driver off the deck on 3 as well, that's one of the few places you can actually do it 

just because the grass stands up a bit more? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I do it a lot actually.  I probably do it on average about two or three 

times a week.  The good thing about the driver is you don't miss it left.  I was able to draw 

my driver off a tee, so I'm definitely not going to draw it off the deck, so it's either going to go 

definitely where you're aiming or right of that.  As long as I was aiming right of the water 

there, I was going to be good.  I was even par at the time with seven holes to go.  Needed to 

make something happen and I did, so got the round moving and it paid off for sure. 

 

Q.  What time were you up this morning? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  My alarm was set 4:00, I believe.  I had the curtains open.  A lot of the 

time when you set your alarm that early you struggle to sleep because you're worried about 

sleeping in, but up here you know you're not going to sleep past 4:30 because the sun's 

going to be coming up over the buildings on the Gold Coast.  And my room's looking straight 

out over the Gold Coast, so I need to sleep in sunglasses if I wanted to sleep through that. 

 

Q.  What's your morning regime when you're up at 4:00 a.m.? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Morning shower, downstairs for a quick bite to eat.  I was on the putting 

green at, I think it was 4:50.  It was before 5:00, which may be the first time I've ever been 

on the golf course before 5:00 in the morning that wasn't on the way home or something. 

 

Q.  Beef was 3 over through 3 and admitted he was about to walk off the golf course.  

Can you relate when I guess your game's in a bad way and you feel like there's no 

way back?  Can you relate to that feeling of wanting to get out of there? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I mean, golf's a funny game.  We've all been there, we've all had 

bad starts.  Looks like he fought back pretty well, I saw he shot under par.  72 holes, so you 

can't -- when I get off to a start like that, the way I look at it is, well, that's all my bad holes 

out of the way for the tournament, just play smart from now on in and hope you don't do any 

more silly stuff.   

 

I actually saw his tee shot on 10 there.  It obviously wasn't what he was after, but yeah, he's 

come a long way, he's not going to give up.  Yeah, so I have been there and golf's a funny 

game.  You can think you're playing great and then it can switch in the blink of an eye, and 

the other way as well like I guess he did today.  Just got off to a bad start and then found 

something, and he was obviously 5 or 6 under from there on in, so it's pretty impressive. 
 


