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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
November 27, 2018 
 
GEOFF OGILVY 
 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN.  Geoff, welcome back to the Australian PGA Championship.  
It's the first time you will be playing here at RACV Royal Pines on the Gold Coast.  
It's great to have you back.   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  It's great to be here.  I used to love Coolum obviously, played here 
every year for quite a long time.  And for whatever reason, I mean, there is no good 
excuses but when you're playing 25 weeks a year in America, it's just difficult to keep on 
adding on weeks to the end of the year.   
 
My family and I were living there, and I wanted to get home, so I lost out the last couple 
of years just on the date factor.  But I'm glad I'm back.  It's a great event here.  
Regardless of where you have it, it's the guys that I've grown up with who have played 
in Europe all year, they've played in Japan all year, or Asia or America, or Canada or 
Latin America and everybody is here, of our peers, basically, Australian golfers except 
for a few who might have ducked out for the Web Finals, I think.   
 
And that's just cool.  There is something about that and I kind of missed that the last few 
years, so I'm excited to be back, and this is one of Australia's most historic tournaments 
so if I could get on it again, I'd be pretty happy.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  And you're moving the family back to Australia this year so 
2019 is going to be looking different for you?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  It's been pretty exciting.  That's why I haven't played the last four or 
five months.  I've been taking stock of where we're at, and keeping all the balls in the air 
when you are moving international countries is quite a complicated maneuver, 
especially after 20 years.   
 
So getting them organized, going to be back in January and based out of Australia for 
the next he hopefully forever maybe and bounce around the world a little bit more and 
play some more interesting places and still play a little bit in America but maybe get into 
the architecture side of things, maybe ask a few questions, in the media one day or 
something like that, so I feel like the golf world is my oyster a little bit, and I kind of 
wanted that second half of the golf life career to be based in Australia, because I've 
lived there a long time, and I'm kind of ready to come home.   
 
Q.  You started your career on the European Tour and I know that this event being 
co-sanctioned by the European Tour was a big motivator for playing and 
potentially next year as well?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  100%.  There is nothing set in stone with us, obviously but plans to 
play he Vic Open, maybe New Zealand, Perth maybe, play a little bit more here.  I made 
sure I paid my affiliate membership in Europe, so it works if I make some money, and 
I've got some past champion status in Europe, believe it or not because of World Golf 
Championships and the U.S. Open and stuff, so I think I can get into some smaller ones 
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anyway, so I could probably scrape together a reasonable European schedule if I can 
put a bit of money together here, so that might be an option, too.   
 
So that European co-sanction is huge for Australians, it's really, really big, especially for 
the young guys.  It's really important and it's definitely maybe the best carrot we have to 
get guys kind of in the middle of do I come or not, well it's Europe, so I better go.  It's an 
important thing, I think, for us.   
 
Q.  You made some headlines with the story regarding the Open.  How has the 
reception been since you've been back home?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Mostly positive, I have to say.  I'm sure there are people that are 
annoyed about it, but the timing was interesting.  I thought it came off quite nicely.  I 
know Golf Australia Magazine liked the article.  Just observations.  I mean it's just he 
you just want the Australian Open to be the premium thing, you know, all due respect to 
the Australian PGA.  It's the same in the U.S.  The Majors are the Majors, right, and the 
U.S. Open is still the U.S. Open, regardless if it's the USGA's only tournament, it's still a 
big tournament.   
 
So you want the Australian Open to be that.  And the bigger the Australian Open gets, 
the bigger the PGA gets, and the bigger the Open gets and the bigger it all gets.  So 
just, I don't know, created a little bit of conversation, I guess.  Conversations are where 
good stuff happens.   
 
Q.  And then obviously there was a mix-up with dates.  (No microphone.)  How 
was that to he how hard was it to miss the Open?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  It was horrific.  It was bruta, right?  But the Australian Open has been 
Thanksgiving week in America for, like, I don't know how long.  For as long as I've been 
playing, and I think like longer, because I feel like Greg used to use that excuse every 
now and then; right?  But it's been a long time.  It was on the internet, it was originally 
posted, this is the original date, and so I'm like, perfect, we can do this.   
 
Disney, end of America trip almost for my kids.  They all got to the right age, and it was 
just perfect.  We'll lock that in, it's perfect.  There is nothing on that weekend, I'm going 
to play, and then they changed, and I'm not go to tell my kids they can't go to 
Disneyland.  Anyone who is ready to do that, congratulations, but I'm not going to do 
that, so we had an unbelievable week.  It was one of those dreamy family weeks and it 
opened up my eyes to there is more tournaments to come play, and it opened up the 
option for here, because I said I've got to get back there to get organized, to get the trip 
here, and things maybe happen for a reason sometimes, so here we are.   
 
Q.  Geoff, any particular adventures with the Coolum Cup after you won?  
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  We drank a lot out of it, but that was kind of every year at Coolum, 
anyway, drinking quite a lot on Sunday night.  No, it's sitting at home.  It's one of those 
trophies, that one and the Australian Open trophies.  They've always been in the 
Australian home.  I will put them together with the ones I'll bring back from America and 
put them in a place of prominence, but I don't think we -- I'm sure it was just beer and 
wine, Bourbon and Coke ends up in those sometimes too.  We had fun.  We had a bit of 
fun.  We had so many good nights at Coolum,, I can't remember any of them, really.  
(Laughter.)  
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Q.  So the Coolum Cup, is it a door stop or a mail piece?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  It's in my office, but I don't have it set up because we've got a he the 
house is really just a stopping point for us at the moment, because we're not really here 
that much, so it's not in a place of prominence, but, as I said, it will be, that one and 
Stonehaven, a place of prominence.   
 
Q.  You've been on the course with Zach Murray, a young amateur just turned pro.  
Is that part of the thing that you enjoy doing, passing on a little bit of knowledge?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I think so.  Greg was always really good at that.  I remember when 
he came back he would always play with the amateurs and stuff on the Tuesdays in the 
Australian Open, although it was a Wednesday back then, practice round.   
 
It's just a nice thing, and I played a few of those practice rounds, too, not with Greg 
particularly, but players who were overseas and had decent careers, and you just can't 
help but enjoy it and get something out of it, even if you don't farm them for information.  
You just observe and you see the way they go about it, how they prepare, and the 
professional with the caddie and stuff that we all take for granted because it's just kind 
of our habits and stuff that we do.  But these guys haven't seen it all, so I like playing 
with the young guys.  They're the enthusiastic guys, excited to be here.  You know, the 
15 years in, grizzled veteran in the last week in November might not be quite as positive 
and happy, but the young guys are all up for it.  This is their thing.   
 
I enjoyed it.  He's great player.  And his ball is still going up when mine stops when he 
catches the driver.  That's just more common now.  I guess he won a couple weeks ago.  
So you can win against the pros, you can win anywhere, so good future I think.  Just 
turned pro?  Is that right?  Brilliant.   
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  How much golf are you going to do?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  It's the longest I have been in my whole life not playing a tournament.  
I was so over it.  Minus 3 points the last two holes I think to miss the cut, and I just can't 
open the club glove for a few weeks, just ridiculous, and I'm going to open it when I get 
ready, and I haven't really been ready.  But I played quite a bit when I first got home, 
because that's my habit is to wake up in the morning, the kids go to school in the 
morning, and I go to the golf course.  That's what I do.  But gradually got used to not 
doing that for a little bit, which was kind of nice.   
 
I haven't played with a scorecard in my pocket since August, but I've hit plenty of balls 
and played enough rounds of golf, and the short game was actually kind of sharp this 
morning on Tuesdays, and Thursdays, it's a different sport on Thursday, but I felt worse 
after four weeks in a row than I do right now without the golf.  We'll see.  I've never 
come off this much of a break, but if feels good, so we'll see.   
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I am.  I don't know, I just didn't really miss it, for the last week.  And I 
kind of put my head in the World Cup on Sunday, because of the family, stood on the 
first tee and watched Cam and Leish go down the first.  And I was kind of like, it's kind 
of a bit better doing that than watching, right?  So traveling in a way has been really 
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good, but this is the most enthusiastic I have been in a golf tournament for a while.  So 
vacations are good for you, I guess.   
 
Q.  How long since you lived in Australia?  
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Full-time?  1997.  '98, maybe.  I was probably out of Australia for six 
months in '98, so long time, 20 years.   
 
Q.  Are there any courses in Australia that you have a hand in at the moment?  
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Yes.   
 
Q.  Essentially talked about starting a tournament.   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Uh-huh.   
 
Q.  What are your views on that?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I think it would be very appropriate that there might be room to create 
a new tournament in Australia, the Tournament of Masters is gone.  There might be 
space.  Obviously the PGA, there is a whole lot of stuff to get organized, but 
hypothetical it seems like a cool idea to have a Jarrod Lyle Tournament.   
 
Whether it be a big tournament or a small tournament, but honors Jarrod every year.  
It's a nonprofit tournament that raises money for wherever the Lyle family wants to go, 
probably Challenge, I would expect.  And I think you could create a feeling that might 
get quite ate lot of enthusiasm behind the tournament, and you've got a lot of players 
coming in to play because everybody liked Jarrod, and it was such a bad deal, and it 
would be appropriate, because he was a great golfer from Melbourne, and it would raise 
money for Challenge and I think around that framework there is obviously a million 
different boxes you have to tick to get it work, but Robert and I loved the idea instantly.   
 
We'll see.  These things are not easy to get organized, but don't you think?  I think 
conceptually it's a cool idea.  It would be amazing it if we could create a legacy 
tournament for Jarrod, which would do a lot of good and it would actually help the 
alternative motive, which is you get maybe a great tournament in Melbourne again.  We 
talked about the idea and we both loved it.   
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  Getting involved with the PGA or Golf Australia?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Maybe.  I don't know.  There's the playing side and there's the 
business side.  I understand what makes golf tournaments work and everything about 
that from my viewpoint, from driving in the car, parking, walking into the locker room, to 
hitting balls to the gold course set-ups, to all that stuff, I understand up and down what 
the good tournaments in the world do and what the bad tournaments in the world do 
and what makes that work and not work.   
 
There is a million little things, I know that well.  But the paper side of the trail, I have no 
clue at all.  I've got a sense, but I have no real clue.  It's miraculous sometimes to pull 
off golf tournaments in Australia with the economic conditions, so I get that.  So 
administration, I don't know about that word, but from the golf side I think I would have a 
bit to offer but from the outside, I don't know.   
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it's not my world, but maybe.  I don't know.   
 
Q.  Touching on that, have you thought scheduling-wise that would line up 
better?  Is there a window there that works better?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I think he okay, the world is very complicated.  I always like to have 
tournaments in Jan and February.  I think we should use the Australian Open tennis as 
half of the sports world is coming down to watch it anyway.  They're all looking at 
Melbourne, we have better weather, for that part of the country at least, potentially go 
that side of summer.   
 
Where obviously, we get stuck in with Presidents Cups and World Cups and PGA Tour 
bullies us around and puts us where we need to be, for them, which is great because 
we get a Presidents Cup, which brings a lot of money into Australia, and we get the 
World Cup last week, which doesn't really make Australian golfers money, but it helps 
Australian golf.   
 
So stuff is getting more and more difficult, and as we saw last week, the weather is 
potential carnage.  Sidney is not great, from what I understand.  Last week was 
ridiculous.  It was like July in Melbourne last week.  But, again, I don't know.   
 
My ideal thing is when we played in February with the Masters and that run we used to 
have, it was brilliant, it was great.   
 
Q.  Cam Smith, the defending champion, the fresh face on Tour, how good is he 
in your eyes?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  He's really good.  He's got the respect of the whole locker room in 
the U.S., and that's hard to get.  He's, to this point, gotten he every single time you see 
him play he's a little bit better than the last time.  You can't say that about many guys.  
He's improving at a nice rate, he's easily one of the top 40, 50 guys, one that people 
notice and top 40 or 50, that's really, really good, and he could be a year way from 
being a top-10 guy.   
 
He's a really good player, really professional, always in a good mood and fun to be 
around and good smart ass, good with a chirp, really good player.  Maybe the best in 
the field.  I don't know if I'm forgetting anybody, Leish, obviously.  Australians need to 
watch Cam Smith.   
 
Q.  Back on this week.  What do you think it will take? 
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I played 16 holes.  Look, it's a good venue for a tournament.  
Everybody knows it's not in the top-15 of the world, Royal Palms, but it hosts the 
tournament well.  It's great for RACV, and if people enjoy playing here, that's great, and 
it's a big enough course for us to host pros.  Coolum was getting too small for how far 
we hit it.  This is big enough.  It's in good shape.  Good players have won here.  And 
that's all you can ask.  Good shape, good players win here, and it's a good environment 
and a good week, so for a tournament like this, it's perfect, and the last tournament of 
the year, being in Queensland, from a player's perspective, it works great.   
 
Q.  Back to Cam, what does he have to do to become a top-10 player?   
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GEOFF OGILVY:  Average half a shot less for the round, I guess, or whatever the 
number would be.  Where does he find that?  He hits it far enough, but he's not never 
going to hit it as far away those big guys.  He's just not that guy.  He hits it over 300 
yards, which is plenty far enough.  Make more putts.  There is no one thing, it's just get 
a little bit better.   
 
Jordan Spieth doesn't do anything better than Cam Smith, except he holes more putts 
at the right time and gets up and down at the right time, and that's not something you go 
to the range and practice.  That's just experience of playing, and some are quicker at 
learning that.  Like Jordan learned it really young, and Cam is getting there, and 
physically he seems like he really knows what he's doing with his golf swing.  It's seems 
to get better all the time, and he doesn't get nervous.  He is impressive on the last nine 
holes and hangs in there, and that's the sign that you see with him that I think he just 
needs to get in those positions a few more times.  He will be more comfortable and that 
will get him to the top-10 or top-20 in the world.   
 
Q.  You mentioned his demeanor.  He seems unflappable.  Is that the most 
compressive thing about him?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  Being unflappable is very difficult.  You either are or you're not, right?  
We all naturally, we are either the guy who yells at the car that brakes in front of us, or 
we're like, oh, he slowed down.  If you're the guy who flips you're just the guy who flips.  
Golf is a game that will flip you out.  So it's impressive.  For someone like me, who it's 
always driven me nuts, for Cam, he can get mad, but he just gets short-term mad, and 
then it's over.   
 
That's impressive, and then that's one of the attributes that will keep him there a long 
time, because he doesn't seem to be riding the emotional roller coaster, like a lot of us, 
like best golf in the world for two holes, worst, best, worst.  He just seems like, oh, as I 
said, you're either that way or you're be not, and he's fortunately that way, and he's 
mentally really sound, seems like it.   
 
Q. Anything you have a hand in at the moment?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  We're just finishing up Peninsula, Kingswood, which has been 
incredible.  I mean, to be fair, that's Michael Cocking, and that's amazing.  We're about 
to do Point Lonsdale, down around Ocean Grove, just round near the Heads.  Kind of 
bought a little bit of land, sell a little bit of land, kind of been redoing that course, a new 
course in Beijing, that's not in Australia, obviously, and one in Texas at the moment and 
a few odds and bods around.  It's going nicely.  We don't take on too much at a time.   
 
It's going really nicely, the business at the moment.  So Point Lonsdale in Melbourne.  
Peninsula is finishing, and I'm sure I'm forgetting one or two.  There's some projects in 
the pipeline, and these things, there's a lot of boxes that need to get ticked all in order 
for these things to get executed, so it's going well.   
 
Q.  Just a questions on Disneyland, what do you do, crazy stuff the kids did?   
 
GEOFF OGILVY:  I'm not bad.  I'll do it if I want to do it.  Space Mountain is a cool ride.  
I've done it before.  I don't know how many of you -- these rides now are ridiculous.  
They're like visualizations, like you're in this thing, like the Harry Potter ride, you're 
playing that game they play and you're seriously not moving.  You're in a chair that's 
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going up and down, but the screen makes you feel like you're playing that game, and 
you freak out, and your stomach goes and, like, they're virtual roller coasters, all the 
rides now.   
 
I don't know if anyone has seen 'em.  They're 30 years advanced from what Space 
Mountain started as.  It's not like a roller coaster anymore; it's like a video game but 
you're riding it.  Some of them were freakish.  I can't do the spinning ones.  I get sick if 
we spin.  The fast ones are good.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Did we have any questions after Disneyland?  We will leave it 
there.  We hope you have as much fun this week as you did with the family in 
Disneyland.  Thanks very much. 


