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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
November 25, 2018 
 
THOMAS PIETERS 
THOMAS DETRY 
 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Well, I'm delighted to welcome the ISPS HANDA World Cup winners, 

Belgium.  A round of applause, please, for the winners.  

 

Gentlemen, an emotional day.  Just start us off with how it feels to be world champions.  

Mr. Pieters?  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, it feels very good.  It's not something you put on your list when 

you're a golfer, but, you know, I felt it this morning and I felt it while we were playing, it's just 

excitement and a bit nervous.  You know, I told my mom and dad it's been a long time since 

I won and this feels as good as an individual title.  I'm very, very happy. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Thomas?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, we weren't far away in the soccer World Cup, so it's pretty good 

to bring it back.  Like Thomas said, it's not really something you put on the list, but when it 

happens, you qualify for it, you play for it, you play with your best mate and it's kind of a 

dream come true.  There's nothing like representing your country on the other side of the 

world, it's just amazing. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  How cool was it to be the first guys from Belgium on the World Cup?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Our two coaches, one of my two coaches, they both played it a long 

time ago, but they played it and they had an amazing experience.  Being able to put our 

name down the list when you see the amount of good players and all the big names that 

were actually on the cup, it feels pretty special. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Questions for the guys?  

 

Q.  Do you think this can be something that can springboard you into next season as 

well?  You were obviously trending, as we said yesterday, back towards the right 

direction that you wanted to be, but is this a kick starter that can be something even 

bigger?  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I told him on 18 when he hit that drive, I said that's a drive of 

somebody that's going to win next year, for sure.  To hit a drive like that, I can tell how much 

adrenaline was going through his body by how far it went.   

 

Yeah, I think we'll take a lot of confidence out of this.  Like I said, it's a shame the season's 
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over for me now.  I felt like I played really good today and both of us we played really good.  

Sometimes we felt the guys coming, Australia coming right behind us and we answered it 

with a birdie, so I think we handled the situation very well.   

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Yeah, like he said, it's sad that the season is finishing now.  A lot of 

amazing four weeks, Turkey, South Africa, Dubai and now here.  I'm up for some more golf, 

but I think it's time to take some good rest and definitely build up on that momentum and 

come back strong in January.  It's a game of experience.  I think how we handled it today 

was great and I'll definitely learn from it for next year. 

 

Q.  You touched on it there, Thomas, you guys could feel the Australian vibe, they 

were obviously making a run and they're the home team.  Could you feel that and how 

did you respond to that?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Well, you can hear the "oy oy oy" chants going, so you know somebody 

made a birdie.  It doesn't go as quick as obviously in four-balls, so they weren't going to 

birdie in, that's all I'm saying.  We saw them 19, 20.  I think we went back from 23 to 22, so 

two-shot lead with two holes to go.  It's not a massive lead, but like I said, we made birdie on 

16 and I think coming down the last with a two-shot lead, you feel a bit more comfortable.  

Yeah, we definitely -- and Mexico as well, they made a late run, 16, 17 birdied.  It was nice 

to finish it off, yeah. 

 

Q.  Could you guys just describe the history of your friendship together, when you 

first met, what it was like growing up playing golf together, where you went to college, 

and did you ever dream that you would represent Belgium together and win a World 

Cup?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  I mean, we've represented Belgium.  We've known each other since we 

were 8, 9 years old.  We used to play those junior events back home.  We kind of grew up 

together playing regionals, practices together, and then national team together under 18, 

and then he went to college, he went to America and I followed him.  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Same high school as well.   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I did a few years of the same high school.  Yeah, we've known 

each other for a long time.  We know each other pretty well and we've never got sick of each 

other, I guess.  Well, maybe a few times, I don't know maybe.  But yeah, like I said earlier, 

it's a dream come true to play with him.  He's got a lot of experience, and yeah, it was very 

comfortable to play with a guy like that. 

 

Q.  Was there a key moment, was it the birdie on 14, or what got your nerves a little 

bit?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  I think the key moment today was on -- I mean, when Thomas made the 

putt on hole No. 10, the putt on hole No. 10 for par and the birdie he made on 11, those two 
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putts were massive.  I think that was the key moment because there it could easily go -- I 

mean, 11 is one of the toughest holes on the course.  10, it was a sliding putt, not easy, so 

we could have easily gone bogey, bogey and we went par, birdie.  After that we slapped a 

few bogeys in, but we always came back with a birdie, so I think the key moment was 

definitely 10, 11. 

 

Q.  Did you talk last night about the fact you had a five-shot lead?  It must be 

interesting given it's a single event when you do that being in position, but knowing 

you're going to play foursomes the next day, what was the strategy?  Did you think 

you could relax much? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I said, "Let's play like we're two behind."  You do that in match play 

any time, I think you play against somebody else.  It's just the same as the second day.  I 

told him, you know you're going to make a couple bogeys, but we'll make a lot of birdies as 

well just because the weather was nicer, the greens were a bit softer as well.  Not much 

strategy-wise we changed or nothing, no.   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  We tried to keep it easy, fairways and greens.  It's such a tough format.  

It can be an easy format when things go well, but I think if things go wrong, it can be really 

hard to find some confidence and get some momentum back.  Like this week he was hitting 

a lot of long shots and I wasn't really hitting that many long shots.  I think I hit two drivers 

today, second one was on 18, so it's really not that many tee shots.  So you've got to find the 

right balance and try to build up on that and get some confidence back on the course, it's not 

easy.  

 

Q.  And Thomas, was there an opportunity on the front nine to tap in a missed birdie 

putt or something? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Was it 8 or 9?  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Let's forget about that. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I had a short eagle putt and once it got off the blade, I knew it was 

going to miss right.  I don't know, out of routine I walked after it and wanted to tap it in.  Even 

the guy from Mexico, Anser, he was like, "Ohhhh, buddy, it's not your turn." 

 

Q.  What are they doing on the streets of Antwerp or Brussels tonight? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Nothing.  This will go very under the radar, I think. 

 

Q.  Seriously? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  It will make the news, but out of -- hopefully it will make it bigger and 

get on the main news, but yeah, it's different in Belgium.  Golf is very different than Australia 

or USA.  Like we said, we hope kids -- it will get in the media and they'll see us cool guys, it's 
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a cool sport. 

 

Q.  Does that bug you? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  No. 

 

THOMAS DETRY:  It's just not a national sport.  The national sport in Belgium is either 

cycling or soccer, football we call it.  I think it's going to be a bit loud, but definitely not as 

loud as a soccer World Cup. 

 

Q.  Do you embrace the role of essentially being role models for young Belgium kids 

now?  You are very young and you've dominated out there this week, so is that 

something you can sort of hang your hat on? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Well, yeah.  I think, like I said, bringing this thing back home, I think it 

will change a bit how kids look at it and they'll have something to look up to.  We had Nico 

Colsaerts to look up to.  We never really got in touch with him when we were younger and I 

think we would have loved it.  He maybe because he had the same coach, but for me it 

would have been amazing to see him play.  In a couple weeks we're doing a day with all the 

juniors back home and for me it's fun to do that because I know how much I would have 

loved it, so that's why we do it. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  We all done?  Gentlemen, congratulations.  
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