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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
November 25, 2018 
 
MARC LEISHMAN 
CAMERON SMITH 
 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Team Australia, thank you so much for joining us and thank you for 

putting on a wonderful display of golf all week and especially today.  You really put the 

pressure on the Belgium team there.  Can you talk to us about the week and the day? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it was a really good week.  We put up -- I think we played pretty 

good golf.  We fought it out on Friday.  You know, to come back from I think we were, what, 

6 over at one point, 7 over maybe?  I can't remember.  To fight back like that and keep 

ourselves in it, and to have a good day yesterday in the four-ball and then it was pretty 

important for us to get off to a good start today, we did that. 

 

Belgium was clearly the best team all week.  When you come up against someone like that, 

we did what we had to do today to put the pressure on and they were just too good.  When 

you get beat by someone who's playing that well, there's not much you can do.   

 

Obviously that putt on 16 that I would like to have made.  I would love to have that tee shot 

on 18 again, it was an uncomfortable one for me all week.  But no, great week.  I think going 

forward I think it could be a pretty good Presidents Cup pairing for Melbourne next year.  

Happy with the way the week went.  Obviously we would like to have been one better, but 

you can't win them all and I think we did ourselves proud. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Questions? 

 

Q.  Do you think the putt on 16 could have been a game changer for you guys with 

Belgium making a bogey on the previous hole? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I didn't know they made the bogey, there wasn't too many 

scoreboards out there.  Obviously it would have made a difference even finishing second or 

tie second.  So yeah, I mean, I would love to have that again.  Walking to the 17th tee, I was 

thinking about it and I actually (inaudible) 10 feet all day.  Cameron hit all the putts.  It was a 

pretty bad putt actually.  I tried to hit it right on the left edge, pushed it a little bit and it was 

just not a great putt.  Yeah, that's one I would like to have again.  You know, good we got 

into that position, hit some good shots.  I thought I hit my irons really well today, and Cam 

had his putter rolling very nicely.  Yes, I would like to have that again, it may have made a 

difference. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah. 
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Q.  Good result?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I think so.  Like Leish said, especially the position we were in 

heading into the back nine on Friday, we were seven or eight back at one stage.  You know, 

we've just played really solid golf the last four or five holes from Friday onwards.  I don't think 

we could have really asked for too much more.  It was pretty solid.  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I think it was obviously (inaudible) ourselves better would have been 

nice. 

 

Q.  Just to be in the mix though?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, to be in the mix.  And those crowds out there, I mean, I've never 

played like crowds like that in Australia.  That was really cool to be part of that.  Having 98 

percent of the crowd going for you is a pretty cool feeling. 

 

Q.  You obviously got hot with the putter there and you holed out the bunker shot in 

that short stretch of time.  Do you think also, like Leish said, you may have put 

yourself firmly in Ernie's mind there that you can perform under the gun on these 

courses?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I would like to think I was firmly in Ernie's mind before this.  

Yeah, this week definitely couldn't have hurt.  We had to make a run for it.  We showed what 

we could do it as a team and hopefully that's something Ernie remembers or, you know, 

hopefully doesn't have to remember, he just -- and yeah, it's just, it was really good. 

 

Q.  I guess what I'm trying to get at is playing together has now become a real option?    

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I think when you're playing well it's pretty easy to be upbeat and all 

that.  I think the way we handled Friday would be probably more impressive to Ernie than 

today.  Even just when things weren't going well, we were still, you know, smiling I guess as 

much as you could on that day.  You know, still have that positive outlook.  Yeah, we 

enjoyed playing with each other.  We would love to be doing the same thing at Royal in a 

year's time. 

 

Q.  Sort of on that theme, (no microphone.)  Cam, what do you say?  Is that the sort of 

dynamic, you worked on that all week?    

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it was just a good 4 really, wasn't it? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Just all about knowing your partner.  No, it was -- Cam was in actually 

the same position yesterday.  It wasn't playing great.  Yes, I could have hit a better shot, but 

yeah, the good thing is you know we're both trying to do your best on every shot and that's 

all you can do.  Like I said yesterday, you're going to hit bad shots.  You've got to hope 
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they're not bad enough to make a bogey or a double.  Managed to still birdie it, so it was a 

good layup really. 

 

Q.  Cam, you're a pretty quiet guy as a rule.  You had all the country right there.  What 

did that feel like?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, that was pretty cool.  Obviously I wasn't expecting to hole it, I 

just wanted to give Marc a good look at par, and for that to go in, yeah, that was pretty cool.  

I haven't heard a roar like that for a very long time.  Yeah, it was awesome. 

 

Q.  Make you want it more? 

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Absolutely.  I want to be back down here next year playing the 

Presidents Cup and doing the same stuff.  I would love it. 

 

Q.  Yeah, just an extension of that, last year at the Presidents Cup you were saying 

this is what we really want from Melbourne, the crowds.  Did you get that sense that 

this is --  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  The way the crowds were today and even -- well, all week really, the 

way the crowds were all week, if they're like that next year at Presidents Cup, that's going to 

really, really help.  You want to be respectful, clearly.  You want to pull for the team that you 

want to win, the Australians, and don't give a whole lot to the other teams that you're not 

going for.  They don't in America.  So I think, yeah, if they could about how they were this 

week, I think that's going to really help us. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) something pretty substantial about that.  Does it jump back to your 

mind now? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, yeah.  They have a clear home crowd advantage when you're 

playing in America.  If you hit a good shot, there's not much reaction, and when you hit a bad 

shot, there's a reaction.  You've read the article. 

 

Q.  Oh, yeah.  I don't disagree with it, either.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Hayesy probably wrote it. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  If they can be like they were this week, it would be pretty good. 

 

Q.  Where's the line, like obviously it could be somewhat more respectful.  We don't 

have the same sort of buzz, I guess, as the American crowds just by nature, so how 

do we change what people are used to doing? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Well, a lot of the crowds in America, especially for big events like that, 

they're not golf -- they're at the golf and they're clearly golf fans, but they're -- it's more like a 
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football crowd if that makes sense.  I don't know how to say this.  Digging a hole for myself, 

to be honest.  Yeah, it's -- I mean, they're pretty harsh in New York.  Very harsh actually, but 

that's all right.  I mean, as long as it's like that here, but not too much.  You don't want to 

cross that line.  It was probably crossed today. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  How much can you take into next week? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I think we're both playing really good golf.  Obviously Cam's putter's 

very hot.  Feeling good over my -- well, my clubs.  I didn't putt that much this week, so that 

was nice.  Fist pumping for Cam's 20-footers that he holed and I was tapping in for a foot.  

Yeah, I'm feeling good.   

 

Watching Cam, he should be feeling good as well.  Obviously we're opponents next week, 

but obviously still friends.  Being the competitive people we are, we both want to win.  

Hopefully I can play good and outdo him.  Outdo everyone, not just him.  

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Sorry, can we just get Cam's thoughts on that question?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I'm feeling good.  Probably didn't play my best golf yesterday 

afternoon on the back nine, it was a bit scrappy.  A little bit of a range session.  You know, 

it's always something with everyone, it's always something so simple that it's almost 

annoying.  Yeah, so just went and sorted that out and got comfortable yesterday afternoon 

again, and yeah, played really good.  The putter's feeling really good.  It would be nice if the 

greens are really nice next week.  I think the greens can tend to get a little bit grainy there, 

but the course is getting better every year, so it should be good. 

 

Q.  I know you didn't look at the leaderboards, but was there a moment on the back 

nine today where you guys thought (inaudible)?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I think after 14.  Well, after 13, and then when everyone thought 

there was a real big shot after 14.  I didn't know where we were, there wasn't too many 

boards out there.  I thought that putt of mine on 15 was pretty big.  I knew that was kind of a 

must-make.  And then 16 obviously, I got a mulligan there. 

 

Q.  You could definitely feel like there was a time there where you felt like you were 

not too far back? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, and I think we got to 16 or 17 and I saw that we were three back.  

Still possible, especially in foursomes.  Yeah, it would have been good to make -- probably 

two more would have been nice. 

 

Q.  Have either of you (inaudible) in foursomes before?  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  No.  I don't know. 
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MARC LEISHMAN:  No.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  We were bogey free today, weren't we? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  No, I don't think so.  I can't remember what Jonas and I shot, but I don't 

think so. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Thank you so much for joining us this week, Cam and Marc, and we 

look forward to seeing you again next week. 
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