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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
November 24, 2018 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI 
GAGANJEET BHULLAR 
 

 

Q.  How was it out there today?  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  It was tough.  I think we both didn't play very well like we did 

yesterday and the day before.  There were a lot of, you know, weak links today.  I guess 

they were quite a few holes where we both struggled at the same time and I think in this 

format one needs to be in play.  But otherwise, I mean, we guys were very comfortable, we 

guys were riding high in confidence, but it was just like one of those days where we tried 

hard but nothing went inside the hole. 

 

Q.  Anirban? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think we got off to a bad start and then we recovered quite well.  

I think we made like four birdies in the last five holes, six holes on the front nine to kind of 

get some momentum.  And then just around the turn I think we hit a couple of very good 

shots on the 11th hole and both of us caught bad breaks there and made bogey.   

 

And I think after that, given that today was a day to go low, I think it was a case of also trying 

a little hard and, you know, sometimes when you push hard, it pushes back.  I hit a lot of bad 

shots and I kind of left him hanging a little bit and that adds pressure.  So the flow wasn't 

there that needs to be there, but it's over now so we've got to focus on tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Foursomes tomorrow, your thoughts on tomorrow?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Well, I think yesterday we guys were very comfortable with our 

game plan and we guys played really solid, and the goal is just to repeat what we did and, 

you know, just work on a few other aspects.  Obviously once we finish lunch, we'll have all 

four of us will have a chat and we'll make a solid plan for tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Anything to add? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  No, nothing.  He's pretty much covered it.  It's going to be important 

tomorrow to, you know, stay focused right through the round.  I think there were times on the 

course that both of us (inaudible) a little bit, so tomorrow's going to be a good opportunity 

because it's going to be a tougher format.  So if we go out there and we play our best, we 

can really pick up some ground. 

 

Q.  Better weather, I think, as well.  The weather was a big deterrent.  You've played 

together in 2013 in Melbourne, is that right?   
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GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yes. 

 

Q.  What's different this year?  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Well, first of all, the golf course is totally different.  Royal 

Melbourne is one of the toughest golf courses in the world like from the professional golf 

point of view.  That was one factor.   

 

I think the other was, you know, this week, like yesterday the weather in which we played, it 

was by far the hardest I've ever played in my career, and other than that, I think (inaudible) 

is the same.  It's a different format from what we played back in 2013 and, you know, this 

kind of format, I think everybody's enjoying it.  Obviously as a team, you know, we enjoy 

more of this format than what we played in 2013. 

 

Q.  Anirban?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think Gagan summed it up quite well.  It's also been five years.  

We're both now professionals for around 10 years, so we come in with a lot more 

experience.  I think that also makes a big difference.  We've played together on many teams 

before, including the Asia Cup two times.  I think that's definitely been an added advantage 

coming into this week. 

 

Q.  And growing up in a cricket obsessed country, what has been your biggest 

challenge playing golf? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I don't think there's been -- you know, playing any professional sport is 

a challenge in itself.  I don't think any other sport has an impact on it.   

 

Yes, in terms of the public views it might be different, but for us the challenge is the same.  If 

you want to be a professional golfer, regardless of which country you're from or what sport 

your country is obsessed over, you still have to put in the same hours, you still have to get to 

the same level that we are, you know, and hopefully, you know, continue to move in that 

direction.  So I don't think cricket was a challenge to us.  The challenge is golf and we 

embraced that challenge and we enjoy it.  That's why, you know, we're proud to be 

representing our country this week. 

 

Q.  Gagan? 

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Absolutely, Anirban is absolutely right.  I think there's no -- I 

mean, no sport has any competition with other sport, I think.  Cricket is a separate sport and 

we guys are totally separate.  Yeah, I mean, we do get inspired by cricketers.  Like 

yesterday we guys went and it was my first experience --   

 

Q.  Did you go to T-20?   
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GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Oh, lovely.   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  It was my first-time experience, saw live cricket for the first time 

in my life.  Yeah, I mean, the other challenges, yeah, the way the media assesses golf is 

totally different, you know.  I mean, when Anirban -- Anirban is on the PGA TOUR and even 

when he goes back to India, people still ask him what do you do otherwise.  So that is one 

thing where media hasn't helped so much to educate people because this is where media 

plays an important role, and I really hope that in the coming years more and more coverage 

and more and more publications go out there and we guys get a better recognition. 
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