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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
November 24, 2018 
 
THOMAS PIETERS 
THOMAS DETRY 
 

 

(In progress)  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  And then first two par 5s got us going and that was pretty good and the 

(inaudible) out there was pretty nice.  We were making some good putts.  And it's always 

nice when you know your partner's playing some great golf, it gives you a lot of confidence 

and you can play some pretty free golf.  

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  And Mr. Pieters, strategy for tomorrow obviously with a big lead 

going into foursomes?  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I think strategy's the same.  I drove it really well because if you go off 

the first, you need to drive -- a lot of drives, he had the par 3s and yeah, it worked superb on 

the second day and we'll do the same tomorrow. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Take some questions for the guys. 

 

Q.  You've been trending with some good play in the past few months.  Just talk about 

that and how the form coming in is.  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, first of all, the way I qualified for this tournament, I finished third at 

KLM a few months ago.  I mean, it was kind of a dream come true to play with my good 

friend, Thomas Pieters, and everything was kind of building up for this week as well.  It was 

(inaudible) end of the season knowing that my game was in good shape, and I think it's a 

good thing for a partner that I was playing some good golf, and yeah, we showed that we're 

good teammates.  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  For me it was a weird season, I've kind of been on and off.  But I 

feel -- I guess last week as well, my coach and I, we said I haven't hit it better than this all 

year.  It's nice.  I had a good showing, one really poor nine last week on Saturday.  I kind of 

wish the season wasn't ending now because I'm actually playing really good right now.  

Hopefully I can take that into next year.  I can just feel my confidence growing the last four, 

five tournaments. 

 

Q.  I sort of wanted to talk to you about that.  I talked to you a year or so, eight months 

ago, you were (inaudible) but it seems to me you're on the way back.  Do you feel that, 

do you feel you're getting back on towards your best stuff? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, exactly.  I don't know what else to say, yeah.  I feel like 
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swing-wise, mentally I'm there.  I've been absent for a lot of periods.  Yeah, I think this 

is -- just looking forward to tomorrow and closing the year hopefully on a high and take that 

game into next year. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) played his second first.  Did that really free you up for that approach in 

there and was that a policy that you used most of the week where you've really used 

the strategy between you like that? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I don't know if it was so much strategy.  I was in between wedges and 

I just wanted to see how the ball reacted with the wind and if it would bounce on the green.  

Yeah, judging on his, I flew on the green instead of just in front and it worked out nice. 

 

Q.  (Question about strategy.)   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  (Inaudible.)   

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  We threw a tee on the first tee on the first day, so there's no strategy, 

and it pointed at me so I went first. 

 

Q.  To both of you, what's your history of coming to the last round as leader, and how 

do you kind of feel about being so far ahead?  Will you be able to play a little more 

conservatively or will you just play?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  I've only been pro for two years and I don't think I've been leading after 

54. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  You won by 12 on the Challenge Tour.  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, on the European Tour.  Yeah, that's a good point. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Give yourself some credit.   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I think the strategy, going to play out there and be aggressive.  

Might as well lead by 12. 

 

Q.  Thomas Pieters, your parents are here.  In fact, they're in the room right now. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  My dad always gets in the room. 

 

Q.  Must be nice to know that you've got some family support?   

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, I think -- his mom was coming but it was a bit too far just for the 

one week.  My parents were in Dubai last week as well, so we make, how do you say it, a 

two annually thing to do Dubai.  Biennial, yeah.  It's lovely he's here.  He has a friend here 

as well that flew in from Singapore.  It's nice to have some support from home, yeah. 
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Q.  And does that help tonight, will you go out and do something with the family or do 

you lock away now? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  It's my family, man.  It's a team dinner, family dinner, yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you have any feeling about how this is being received at home?  I know you 

were leading last night and sharing the lead.  Do you have any feeling of how it's been 

received?  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I think I read a few things on media.  The only problem is, I guess, 

the time difference is just so far ahead here and everybody's sleeping right now.  But 

definitely when you wake up in the mornings, on social media you definitely see some 

people in Belgium getting excited.  But yeah, so I think people in Belgium are following us, 

the only problem is a bit of a time difference.  Everybody is sleeping now and they'll see 

highlights of how we played.  I hope they woke up and (inaudible.)  

 

Q.  We're finally getting to meet you in the last year or so, but you seem very even 

keel.  Are you like that most of the time, because he's fire, so is this fire and ice?   

 

THOMAS DETRY:  I've never broken any clubs so far.  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Why did you have to go there?  

 

Q.  Is that mixing well?  Is that what you might need to have, more even keel so that 

you can be more your usual self and use your aggression to your advantage?  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  He's been pretty relaxed this week, to be honest. 

 

Q.  In a good way.  You're obviously very --  

 

THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I tend to be pretty relaxed, but I mean, when I play with him this 

week, he seems very -- I guess not much went wrong, but he seems to be a very enjoyable 

partner. 

 

Q.  Has that allowed you to be aggressive is what I'm getting at.  

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, but you play on a team, it's different, there's no reason to get 

mad.  And I said at the beginning of the week, never say sorry when you play as a team.  

We're both trying our hardest and everybody's going to hit bad golf shots.  I didn't play the 

first hole today, I started out on the second, but he got my back and he made a par, so it's all 

good. 

 

Q.  What would this week mean to Belgium?  I don't think Belgium has won the World 

Cup since an individual win in 1960.   

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pgatour/world-cup-of-golf/


 

4 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

THOMAS DETRY:  I think it means a lot.  Walking up that first tee, when you see the trophy, 

it's just unbelievable.  You see all those names on there, you see pretty much all the 

countries and all the players that won that tournament, this tournament.  It's pretty amazing.  

Having our name on the board and on the trophy and bringing it back to Belgium -- 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I don't think you get to bring it back.  Did you see how heavy that thing 

is? 

 

Q.  You get a replica. 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  You get a replica?  Oh, wow. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Thank you, boys. 
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