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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
November 23, 2018 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI 
GAGANJEET BHULLAR 
 

 

Q.  How tough was it out there?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I think it's one of the toughest rounds of golf I've played in my career, in 

a long, long time.  I think we both did really well out there and it wasn't easy. 

 

Q.  A technical question, did you do anything to combat the wind?  Did you try and 

keep the trajectory lower?    

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Actually, the plan was to hit all the fairways, all the greens and 

make most of the putts, and as Anirban said, we played really well today.  Anirban hit the 

ball so well from the tee, but I got all my favorite numbers.  And putting-wise, I think Anirban 

had some really good putts and I holed a few par savers.  I think that kept the momentum 

going and that was one of the reasons we ended up playing well. 

 

Q.  Just how different is golf in India compared to Australia? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Well, this is more like playing in Scotland, I think.  We both had some 

experience playing links golf and you can draw to that with this and I think that came in 

handy.  We both played a bunch overseas and you need that, you really needed that today. 

 

Q.  What was going through your mind out there?  How did you guys keep it going out 

there given the conditions?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I think it was just one shot at a time, you know, for both of us.  I think 

that's what we do really well.  Whether we made a good putt or we hit a bad shot, we didn't 

carry that forward, we left it behind and we just focused on the next shot and that's the only 

way you can play in conditions like that.  I think we both did that well today. 

 

Q.  Talk about the highlights today.  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Birdie on 1, that gave a really good start.  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  A bonus.  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Especially that tee shot, that second shot we were not expecting 

3. 

 

Q.  How close was it?    
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ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Like 100 feet. (Laughs.)  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Like 40, 50 feet.  I think after that the round was pretty smooth all 

the way until we dropped one shot on No. 7 and then we picked up a shot on No. 9.  Then I 

think the birdie on No. 13 gave us a lot of good momentum.  

 

Q.  Was that a long putt as well?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  25-footer?  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yeah, 25-footer.  I think it was just like one of those rounds 

where par was going a long way.  We were just motivating each other and keeping the ball 

in play, that was the goal.  From the tee, as long as you were -- par 3s you were on the 

green, par 4s or par 5s you were in the fairway, you could actually go for the pars or for the 

birdies and I think that was the goal.  I'm quite glad we ended up --   

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think it was consistent.  We had a couple lapses in 

concentration, I did on the front nine.  Maybe I could have made a couple of shorter ones, 

but Gagan made a lot of par saves and you need that.  You're not going to have easy pars 

all day on a day like this and we did that really well coming in. 

 

Q.  Were you guys looking at the leaderboard? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  No.  You know, there's no point looking at the leaderboard right now.  

We've got another -- well, forecast to be tough day tomorrow.  Of course it's a different 

format, but I think we can only start looking at the leaderboard on Sunday afternoon.  Our 

goal is to just go out there tomorrow and make a lot of birdies, because you just have to stay 

in there, you have to give yourself a chance.  The good thing, both of us are playing really 

well, so I don't see a weak link in the team at the moment. 
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