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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 22, 2018 
 

RYAN FOX 
MARK BROWN 
 

 

Q.  Team New Zealand, starting with a 7 under today.  Ryan, you've said it was a lot of 

top performance from Mark here? 

 

RYAN FOX:  Yeah, I think I made one birdie today, so it's pretty much all on Brownie.  I 

might have made a couple of sneaky par saves there, but Brownie played some great golf 

today and it was good to see.  He kind of needed to because my golf was terrible for the 

most part. 

 

MODERATOR:  Mark, can you tell us about your round? 

 

MARK BROWN:  Yeah, it's good starting out.  It was tough, it was windy.  We made some 

good pars just to start and hang in there.  Then it sort of became -- started playing the easier 

holes a little bit and we started to pick up a few birdies here and there, so it was nice to finish 

with that one on the last as well. 

 

Q.  What was the team dynamic like out there for the two of you?  I know you're good 

friends.   

 

MARK BROWN:  Yeah, it was very good.  Like get on great away from the course, so I was 

feeling a little bit of pressure coming into this to try and justify Ryan picking me.  It was good 

to get off to a good start.  We'll look forward to the rest of the week. 

 

Q.  And feeling happy showing that justification today?    

 

MARK BROWN:  Oh, we're only one round down, so it's going to be a long week.  I think 

we'll be right for the rest of the week, for sure. 

 

Q.  And what was it like having to carry the great man here around?   

 

MARK BROWN:  It wouldn't happen very often.  So tomorrow in foursomes I'll just go down 

and stand down in the fairways 380 yards and wait for the tee shots.  We'll be right 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Ryan, Mark mentioned that his round today justified picking him.  I don't think 

you've really -- tell us why you did pick mix Mark.  Obviously it's showing on the golf 

course today.  

 

RYAN FOX:  I don't think he needs too much justification, he's played at this level for a long 
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time.  Won at the highest level on the European Tour, on the Asian tour, on the Aussie Tour.  

So obviously when Danny pulled out and Mark couldn't make it, it was a pretty easy decision 

for me to pick Brownie.  If he felt like he needed to justify his pick, he certainly did that today. 

 

Q.  And was it nice to stand back and watch Mark put on such a great display? 

 

RYAN FOX:  To be fair, I didn't see much of it.  I was in the trees most of the time.  It was 

nice to walk out of the trees and see a ball close to the hole, which was good.  Look, he 

played well yesterday in the pro-am and obviously it was nice to take it into today.  I didn't 

feel under a lot of pressure.  He teed off first most of the holes and he was the one in the 

fairway and he was the one on the green.  As I said, I was in the trees looking for my golf 

ball.  It was certainly nice to be able to rely on him today, and hopefully I can sort my side 

out for the rest of the week. 

 

Q.  Mark, teeing off first, was that a strategy?  Like I know that you always say that 

you play a bit of Army golf, so was that true, I guess?    

 

RYAN FOX:  It wasn't Army today, it was just left.  Yeah, I mean, I guess there's a couple of 

holes around here depending on how things go that you can take on.  We sort of -- when 

Brownie hits it in the fairway, that sort of gives me free rein.  I tried to do it a couple of times, 

probably not very well down 3 and down I think 12 again.  A couple of the holes I hit driver 

that I might not hit it on playing here if it was my own ball and I probably won't hit tomorrow if 

it's in foursomes.  But it's nice to be able to have that in the tank if you need it.  

Unfortunately, it didn't work out, but I had a great partner so that didn't really matter. 

 

Q.  And what's the strategy for tomorrow? 

 

RYAN FOX:  Don't hit each other in the bush, I think.  Is that a good one?   

 

MARK BROWN:  It's tough, it's a really tough game.  Like four-ball's almost not free rein, but 

you can give it a bit of a run, but foursomes, there's a bit more premium on hitting good 

shots and staying out of trouble around here.  It will be fine. 
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