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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 22, 2018 
 

GAVIN GREEN 
BEN LEONG 
 

 

Q.  How was it out there?  

 

BEN LEONG:  It was great besides the first hole.  Having Gavin beside me really calmed 

me down definitely.  It's been great.  I guess we did really well today, we timed it really well.  

The holes he made par, I made birdie.  The holes he made par, I made bogey.  So it's been 

a great day. 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  It was good team golf. 

 

Q.  The holes you eagled? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  I think it was just solid all around.  Started off strong, gave ourself a couple 

looks but didn't drop.  Obviously it dropped in the middle of the round, so we just kind of 

stayed patient really.  The wind was just all over the place, that was the tough part of it 

today.  It was just all over the place.  The last hole I changed clubs because Ben said, you 

know what, it's a little too much.  I clubbed down and perfect, came out perfectly.   

 

It's great team golf.  Like he said, the holes I birdied, he didn't birdie, so we always had 

alternate holes, which we did well on, which is a good thing especially in this format.  We just 

kind of kept it going, kept it rolling.  Hit a bunch of fairways, hit a bunch of greens and made 

some putts, some pretty big putts, so it was huge, yeah. 

 

Q.  Does the golf course suit your eye, sort of feel like you have the shot shapes and 

the shots to do well around here? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Yeah, I think it was pretty good.  I think we both hit fades, so it's easy to 

see the kind of shots we see.  We got along well and I think it was good.  He's a little shorter 

than me and I'm a little longer, so it's always nice to have that little combination on some 

holes.  I hit 2-iron, driver or 3-wood.  I think it's a good thing.  We're looking forward to the 

next few days. 

 

Q.  Did you feel like you flew under the radar a little bit coming into this tournament? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  I mean, I don't know.  We just -- once we made it, we just want to have fun 

and do the best we can. 

 

Q.  Have you been to the Sandbelt before? 
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GAVIN GREEN:  No, first time for me. 

 

Q.  What's it like, your impressions of it? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  It's a mixture of inland golf and links golf.  It's a bit of everything in one, 

which is kind of cool, I think.  I've never seen a golf course like this with that shape of 

bunkers and how firm it is on the greens but not so much on the fairways.  I think it's just a 

good combination. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

GAVIN GREEN:  I think it does, yeah, because some bunkers, some pins today, if you're in 

some of those bunkers, you're dead, you have no chance.  You kind of have to really, really 

think that first bounce is kind of big and make sure you're not reaching the other bunker.  

There's so many bunkers around that you kind of have to be careful.  Like on 18, if you're left 

on 18, you've got no chance. 

 

Q.  Will you change anything tomorrow in the foursomes after what you've learnt 

today in your first round?   

 

BEN LEONG:  Not really.  Gavin's going to go odd, so we'll see how it goes.  It really 

depends on the weather as well.    

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Yeah, it really depends on the weather.  But I think most likely I'll be on the 

odds.  That's the plan for now. 

 

Q.  Have either of you played tournaments in Australia before? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  I've played this year in Perth, ISPS.  It's similar, but not quite.  I mean, it's 

great over here.  It's great coming back to Australia. 

 

Q.  Just talk about eagles today.   

 

BEN LEONG:  That was a big drive for me.  I only had 54 degrees on my second shot.  

 

Q.  How far was the putt?  

 

BEN LEONG:  Seven, yeah, seven, 115 meters.  I hit a good sand wedge to about three 

feet and made an eagle. 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Ben was a little longer, hit driver, 3-wood, and then like a 20-footer.   

 

BEN LEONG:  I had about 230 yards into the green, a little 3-wood and managed to put it on 

the green and I made the putt. 
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Q.  Any other highlights? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Probably on 18, that hole, that position right there was a tough position.  I 

was just aiming a touch right, I pulled it just a little bit, but it was enough, like it was a perfect 

number.  

 

BEN LEONG:  And I think on No. 8 when Gavin made that 25-footer for par, kept the 

momentum going. 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Yeah, kept the round going.  Some par 3s are just so tough, they're all in 

the wind, you can't control it, it's all over the place, you just don't know what to do 

sometimes.   

 

BEN LEONG:  Par's a very good score.   

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Walking away with par, we'll take it every day. 

 

Q.  You guys had a number in mind this morning? 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  No, definitely not. 

 

BEN LEONG:  Not really, just try to keep it easy for Gavin.  

 

GAVIN GREEN:  We're just trying to make --  

 

BEN LEONG:  Make it easy for each other. 

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

GAVIN GREEN:  Oh, there's all kinds of things out there.  But I think it was fun.  It was a fun 

day. 
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