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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 22, 2018 
 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI 
GAGANJEET BHULLAR 
 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Really enjoyed ourselves.  We're both playing good, you know, so it 

was easy for us to be aggressive.  

 

Q.  And you, Gaganjeet?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Absolutely, we both played well and good tee shots, we gave 

ourselves a lot of good opportunities on the greens.  I think it's a decent start to the 

tournament. 

 

Q.  Nice run there with five birdies over six holes, the last on 18 as well? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, it was nice to finish with a birdie on the last.  I think both of us felt 

like we should have made at least two or three coming in.  Missed a few opportunities there, 

but this format is like that, you have to get on a run.  If you make one birdie, it kind of 

motivates both the players to get more aggressive and one birdie leads to another birdie.  

It's like you just have to stay in that frame of mind. 

 

Q.  Were you like looking at the leaderboards, like, oh, wow, 8 under, 9 under, 10 

under, kind of like spurred you on as well?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Well, to be honest, this was expected.  In today's format, I mean, I'm 

glad we played well.  As I said, it's a decent start to the tournament.  In this format you 

expect people to go low and, I mean, talking about our game today, it was quite a good 

round from No. 6 all the way until 9, 5 to 9, and then good birdie on the last.  But towards the 

middle of the round we were giving 100 percent, we were reading the putts well, we were 

hitting the shots really close.  A few errors which we couldn't convert too many birdies, but I 

think overall the birdie on the last put a lot of smile on our face and we are just goal is to just 

keep the momentum going on the next three rounds. 

 

Q.  Tomorrow, something to look forward to?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, absolutely.  I think obviously the mindset changes overnight, but 

again, we've played this quite a bunch, and he's played a bunch of Eurasia Cups and same 

here, President Cups as well.  So that experience is there of playing in the format and you 

can understand the dynamic.  Plus, kind of depends on the weather and how they set it up.  

There were some pins today that were hard to get to.  It will be interesting to see how they 

set up the golf course.  It might be a case of making more 15-footers or 20-footers tomorrow 

because that's probably going to be the way to go about it. 
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Q.  And how are you, Gagan, in this alternate shot thing, especially with having to 

change golf balls as well to something which may be a little bit different for some 

players?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Well, I think we already sorted out that part, so I don't think we 

have any doubts in terms of golf ball.  Yeah, I just said what is the key.  Key is hitting all the 

fairways, all of the greens and holing most of the putts.  I think that's our goal is going to be.  

And the other thing we keep on each other, keep on a little pep talking all four of us, our 

caddies.  They did a great job today.  It's like a team, it's like a team play.  You know, just go 

out there, have fun and give 100 percent. 

 

Q.  That's the fun part, (inaudible).  Something different from -- 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  That's a very important aspect of it.  You have to feed off each other's 

energy, especially tomorrow because you're not going to have a perfect round of golf.  You 

might hit one shot here or there and you can be the partner, but at the end of the day it 

doesn't matter.  You go out there, you give it your best and you're really having fun, you're 

enjoying each other's company and the privilege.  At the end of the day, that's what 

motivates us because it's not Anirban Lahiri or Gaganjeet Bhullar, it's India that's on the 

leaderboard, so we're really motivated.  
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