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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 22, 2018 
 

TYRRELL HATTON 
IAN POULTER 
 

 

Q.  Guys, 10 under for England today.  You must be pretty pleased? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, I think we're quite happy with that.  You know, on a day like today 

you have to make some birdies.  We made enough to get on the top of the board, which is 

the main goal.  We dovetailed nicely; when one was out of position, the other one was in 

position and that's exactly what you have to do today.  Foursomes is a completely different 

game.  This golf course will be a lot more difficult tomorrow and obviously Sunday, so we've 

got a couple of days of enjoyable golf and then there's a couple days of stressful golf. 

 

Q.  Tyrrell, for us Aussies this is pretty cold and blustery conditions, but for an 

Englishman like you, is this T-shirt weather?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Of course it is, yeah.  It's lovely. 

 

Q.  No jumper necessary?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  You needed it this morning, but it warmed up a little bit as the day 

went on and it came off. 

 

Q.  Ian, we've seen you a lot more animated at certain team events, but come Sunday 

will we see a different side of you? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Who knows?  If we stay at the top of the leaderboard and we can grab hold 

of this trophy, that would be great.  There's a lot of golf to play.  This format, obviously, you 

know, Friday and Sunday's crucial foursomes, you need to put the ball in play.  If we've got 

blustery weather, then it's going to be tricky.  We've done a decent job so far and we need to 

continue. 

 

Q.  And the big question is, is it a cup of tea or a beer after the round? 

 

IAN POULTER:  I think Tyrrell needs a massage.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  I'm going in the Jacuzzi.  

 

Q.  Nice score today.  When I first saw you start the round, you struggled a little bit up 

No. 1, and Tyrrell, you made a great save there, and Ian, you backed it up with a birdie 

on the second.  That's really I think the key to the day, the way you started the round? 
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IAN POULTER:  Yeah, you can't make bogeys in this format and be happy.  You know, the 

first hole was one of those -- 

 

Q.  Sorry, sorry, guys, the mic's not quite right. 

 

Q.  I thought part of the day was really the start to the day, you struggled a bit at the 

first, and Tyrrell, you made a great up-and-down from the front left-hand bunker, and 

Ian, you backed it up with a big birdie putt on the second hole.  Good way to start the 

day? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, it was a nice way to start the day.  We definitely -- with Tyrrell 

making par at the first was a huge bonus.  We were out of position and you can't make 

mistakes like that in four-balls and expect to run up the board.  We saved one at the first, 

and obviously from there we dovetailed nicely, made enough birdies to be sitting at the top 

of the board. 

 

Q.  You've played down in Melbourne before.  How do you see this golf course in 

reference to that, very similar? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah.  When it's days like today obviously when it's windy and the ball's 

running out, yeah, it's tricky.  This Sandbelt is a pretty special piece of land to carve out 

some pretty special golf courses, so you guys are pretty fortunate to have it right here. 

 

Q.  Tyrrell, you backed him up nicely as a partner today, especially the shot you hit 

into 10.  That was outrageous from the left-hand side of the fairway to that pin 

position on the left.  Sorry, 11, the par 4.  That was an outrageously good shot in 

there.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, (Inaudible) keep it short of the hole.  Thanks for pointing that 

out, that's the only good thing I did on the back nine.  Yeah, it was a frustrating back nine for 

me.  I'm pretty disappointed with that.  I was very fortunate to have Ian by my side and he 

played great today.  Yeah, in a great position with three days to go. 

 

Q.  You looked a little despondent with some of your iron play coming in, but Ian, you 

hit a couple wonderful shots, nothing better than the bunker shot you hit on the last 

one that really had no room there whatsoever.  You must have landed it like a couple 

of dimples on the green to get it down to the hole. 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, it was a little cheeky, I have to be honest.  I'm being super 

aggressive in that moment.  You don't want to make a mistake, but you also want to make 

up and down, so at times you've got to be a little aggressive.  That was an aggressive 

bunker shot.  It's a shame I didn't hit it a yard further to the right, I might have had three or 

four feet as a putt, but it didn't.  Days like today are -- you have to dovetail.  We dovetailed 

nicely.  Tomorrow's a completely different game, it's foursomes.  Foursomes are pretty 

special. 
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Q.  The one shot to go with that I thought was very good was out of the left-hand 

rough on 10, coming back up the hill to the clubhouse.  Hooked it out of that left-hand 

rough out there and made birdie.  It wasn't an easy putt to make, but it was a great 

result from where you were.  

 

IAN POULTER:  It was, and it was a good one to make.  Tyrrell had about 95 feet there and 

he horseshoed out, which would have been nice had that gone in, but obviously I backed 

him up there.  As I said, it was a dovetailing day and that's what you need to do in this 

format. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you've laid a pretty solid foundation for this type of format 

tomorrow? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, this tournament's won and lost on Friday and Sunday.  Foursomes, 

foursome is the day where you can take yourself out of the tournament pretty quickly.  In 

four-balls you're always going to make birdies, there's enough par 5s on the course, and 

hopefully you don't make any mistakes.  Obviously, you know, Friday and Sunday are going 

to be the keys to this golf tournament. 

 

Q.  You're probably getting sick of being asked about the Ryder Cup, but is your 

experience from the Ryder Cup going to come to the fore during alternate shot? 

 

IAN POULTER:  You know, it's not often you ever get to play foursomes, it doesn't happen a 

lot.  Obviously Tyrrell's experienced that in the Ryder Cup a few weeks ago.  Hopefully, with 

us playing it a few weeks ago it's a help, but it's not easy, especially on this golf course.  You 

get it offline, you miss a green in the wrong spot and it's going to be tricky to make up and 

down.  It's just going to be an interesting -- it's going to be an interesting day on Friday. 

 

Q.  How do you change your mentality tomorrow? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, I mean, you can't be as aggressive.  Today's about attacking the golf 

course and making as many birdies as you can.  Tomorrow, you're going to find yourself in 

situations where you know you can't afford to miss it right or left, so you'll be playing a little 

bit more conservatively, but you'll be trying to -- you'll be trying to be smart, not make silly 

mistakes, and if you get the opportunity to make birdie, then obviously go ahead and take it. 

 

Q.  Can you practice for that sort of format at all?  I guess it's hard, you can't really 

practice the alternate shot play and fully prepare for it. 

 

IAN POULTER:  Enjoy it being a nice quick round of golf is what you have to do 

because you're hitting every other shot, unlike today where it was a very long round 

of the golf.  I think the most pleasing thing about foursomes is you can get around 

pretty quick. 
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Q.  There's lot of doom and gloom about the weather forecast.  You got pretty good 

conditions compared to what was predicted.  Was that a relief? 

 

IAN POULTER:  It's Melbourne, right?  Melbourne's Melbourne.  We know Melbourne, it 

could be snowing in 10 minutes. 

 

Q.  Did you make any decision on -- what was that, sorry?  Can you make a decision 

on odds and evens tomorrow, who's doing what?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  We have made a decision, although with how I played the back nine, 

it might be discussed later on seeing as I can't actually hit a green at the moment.  

 

IAN POULTER:  Did you say discussed or disgust?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  We can discuss.  I am disgusting.  I would say it's fairly --  

 

Q.  Don't say it's 50/50? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Well, I don't know.  Just the caddies have worked it out, we haven't worked 

it out.  We're just going to do as we're told.  Give us a number, we're going to go play golf. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

IAN POULTER:  He wants to get in the hot tub and he wants to go have some lunch, that's 

what he wants.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, back nine's made me pretty grumpy, so -- 

 

IAN POULTER:  I'll give him a cuddle and he'll be all right.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  I was hitting the ball nicely, I just didn't seem to kind of get a rhythm 

today.  So tomorrow's a new day and I can't really play much worse than I did the back nine, 

so hopefully I do a better job tomorrow.  I need to do a better job tomorrow. 

 

Q.  What do you do, is it Netflix or go to the movies tonight?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  I'm going to go in the Jacuzzi, that's all I'm going to do, and eat a nice 

big steak. 
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