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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 21, 2018 
 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI 
GAGANJEET BHULLAR 
 

 

MODERATOR:  With Team India here, Anirban Lahiri and Gaganjeet Bhullar.  Together they 

share a combined 16 wins on the Asian Tour.  Can you just share some thoughts coming 

back to Melbourne, second time in five years?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think we're both very excited.  The last time we were here five 

years ago, again, both of us played but obviously it was a different format.  I think that's the 

most exciting matter of being back.  Also, playing this golf course, which is, you know, 

amazing. 

 

So yeah, I think it's exciting for both of us playing this format for the first time I think in the 

World Cup is something that we're looking forward to. 

 

MODERATOR:  Gaganjeet? 

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Absolutely agree with Anirban.  This is the first time we're 

playing in this kind of format.  We played yesterday and the day before.  The golf course is in 

a great shape.  You know, we're just working on our strategy like for the alternate shot.  You 

know, really excited and looking forward to play this format. 

 

MODERATOR:  How's the game feel this week?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Game's pretty good.  You know, the last five or six months I've 

been playing really well, a lot of consistent rounds, and I think the victory in Fiji actually gave 

me a lot of confidence.  Now I'm riding high on confidence and really excited to place myself 

in Europe next year.  As I said, feeling good, feeling very positive this week. 

 

MODERATOR:  Can you just share, you guys go a long way back playing a lot of golf since 

junior days?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yeah, we met for the first time I think when we were like 11 

years old.  Yeah, we were on the junior team, we represented India as an amateur, we were 

together in the 2006 Asian Games and then the World Cup, and roomed so many times 

together on tour.  Yeah, I guess we know each other really well on and off the golf course, 

which is really important in this format, especially the format on Friday and Sunday.  It's very 

important to know your partner and to know each other's game.  I think that factor will 

definitely help us better. 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think in a format like this, in an event like this, it's important to 
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have the right kind of chemistry.  Like Gagan mentioned, we had shared competitive golf of 

19 years, which is a long time, and we've had a lot of team events where we've been on 

junior teams together and amateur teams together.  We've had a lot of success together.  

And it helps because we understand each other's games, we understand each other's 

strengths.  More than anything else, it's also understanding the way you think on a golf 

course.  I think in essence both of us are aggressive players and we've had more than, 

what, we have about 23 years of professional playing experience between us, so we're both 

mature in that sense and I think that is something that will really help us going into this week, 

knowing each other, knowing each other's games and having that experience.  And 

hopefully we can play our best.  At the end of the day, we both need to play our best in order 

to be there in the hunt on Sunday afternoon.  That's the focus for both of us. 

 

Q.  Anirban, you play Callaway? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I do. 

 

Q.  So pertaining to the foursomes, have you figured out what you're going to do with 

balls and tee shots yet? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  We're going to play a Srixon ball.  No, I'm joking. 

 

No, we went through that.  I've played the Titleist ball a bunch and I'm playing a new 

Callaway ball that Gagan tried.  I think the main thing that we wanted to focus on was the 

wind.  It's going to be a windy week, it's going to be a cold week, so you want to be able to 

control the golf ball.   

 

I think we both decided just to play the Callaway ball because it probably -- it came out good 

in the wind for both of us, so I think that's the decision that we've gone with.  But it's very 

similar, I think Gagan will be able to explain more because he's the one making a change.   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yeah, I mean, yesterday and day before we played nine holes 

and I tried Callaway golf ball from different yardages, tee shots, 3-wood, low shot, high shot, 

and honestly, I didn't feel much difference.  I think I was very comfortable with it.  Under the 

wind, that ball is -- we both can actually relate to that ball really well, so we both are really 

comfortable with that move. 

 

Q.  And have you decided which holes you're going to play? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, yeah, more or less.  You want me to tell you?  I think I'm going to 

be playing the odds, Gagan's going to be playing the evens. 

 

Q.  To the layman, a Sunday golfer, a golf ball's a golf ball, it wouldn't seem that much 

different to any other golf ball, Callaway or Titleist.  How significant is it, because 

everyone keeps being asked whose ball you're going to use.  Is it truly that 

significant? 
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ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I think if it was 30 degrees and two miles an hour, two Ks an hour of 

wind, it would make almost no difference.  It just comes down to different people like a 

different feel.  Some people like it softer, some people like it firmer.   

 

And also, without getting into too many details, everybody swings it differently, so you need 

a different ball for that.  But for the layman, it's hard to explain that.  To put it in different 

terms, it would be a cricket ball's a cricket ball, but kookaburra's different from a BDM or any 

other ball, and it also has a lot to do with the pitches you play on.  So here when you have a 

lot of wind, it exposes that.  If you were to play in a dome with the conditions being constant, 

it wouldn't be such a big factor, which is why you see a lot of us this week focusing so much 

on that because it makes a different. 

 

Q.  You mentioned cricket. 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Only so that it's relatable.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible). 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  You should see us tomorrow on the first hole, I'm going to practice all 

my Japanese sledges.   

 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

 

Q.  Do you want to start it?  Do you want to start something? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  No, no, it's a gentleman's sport, as cricket is supposed to be, but I 

forgot where I was. 

 

Q.  What about cricket on Friday night, have you got a few sledges worked out?  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  To be honest, I think it's going to be our first game.  Cricket is so 

big in India.  There are a lot of cricketers on the team who actually play golf.  Yeah, we both 

are really excited, and looking at the current form, I think India's got a better chance than 

Australia. 

 

Q.  Have you been to the MCG before?  

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Never, never.  I think Anirban went there once and it's going to 

be my first experience. 

 

Q.  What do you expect it to be?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Like in terms of results or the enthusiasm? 
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Q.  Do you have a picture in your mind of what it's going to look like?   

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  Yeah, of course.  I've watched a lot of cricket on television.  I've 

never been inside one, but yeah, I've seen a lot of interviews in and around MCG.  It looks 

really cool.  We've always driven past it, so it will be really nice to actually go inside and 

witness India's victory. 

 

Q.  He's going to sledge, Anirban?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, that's the extent of us sledging. 

 

Q.  You spoke about this last week.  What would this mean to India to actually achieve 

the World Cup?    

 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR:  You know, we were discussing about this yesterday.  Golf in 

India right now is picking up and, you know, right now we need a few guys to go out there on 

the PGA TOUR, we need more faces on the European Tour.  We need a guy like Anirban, 

Shubhankar, myself to win on the PGA TOUR.   

 

And I think in the middle of it, if we get to play well here, it will be huge for Indian golf 

because a lot of new golf courses are coming up.  The government of India has actually 

started planning a lot of initiatives in and around golf, a lot of public golf courses are under 

development.  So I think a good performance here will definitely mean a lot for Indian golfing 

fans. 

 

Q.  Anirban, playing MCG on Friday (inaudible.)  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Well, the good thing is that the cricket match finishes on Friday, we 

finish on Sunday, so we'll be relevant for the Monday morning papers.   

 

We have a great opportunity to leave our mark here.  We spoke about it last week with, you 

know, India coming here for the Aussie summer.  Golf is an individual sport and we play for 

ourselves most of the time.  There's a few opportunities far and few in between where you 

have the World Cup or you have a Presidents Cup or you have the Olympics.  There's not a 

lot of events like that.   

 

So the public in India, the people, they relate more to the country achieving something than 

an individual achieving something.  So when India wins a medal at the Olympics or when 

India wins a World Cup, it means a lot more to the people than Gagan Bhullar winning an 

event or Anirban Lahiri winning an event.   

 

So it goes -- even though to look at it in the pure professional sense of the two of us, we 

want to win this, but it will go much further in what it does for the sport as a team victory than 

an individual victory because people relate to that.  So in that sense, it's a great opportunity 

to kind of have people, you know, take notice of it.  With India being here for the cricket as 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pgatour/world-cup-of-golf/


 

5 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

well, it adds that kind of different perspective that we are here and we are here and we're 

performing and we play well and we contend on Sunday, then it makes it better. 

 

Q.  (Question regarding community support.)   

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  It's a tough one to answer because we won't know until we get 

underway.  You know, I think cricket's something that more Indians relate to obviously for 

obvious reasons.  Like Mark mentioned, it's a religion.   

 

The other thing that will be interesting to see is how the weather holds up because I think a 

lot of crowds are going to be dependent on that.  If it gets bright and sunny and summery as 

it's supposed to be, we'll probably see a lot more people out.  Hopefully, a bunch of Indians 

come out.  I think there's some interaction planned between us and some of the cricket 

players that are coming out.  That might help, and maybe adding an awareness of golf that 

may not have been there without it.  Maybe that helps, but we'll find out. 

 

Q.  You played last week, what are your expectations? 

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  It's completely different.  I think last week has almost no bearing on this 

week, not for me at least.  Obviously I wanted to do well in Sydney, but it's nice to get to the 

venue on the Sunday before and not having to adjust to the time lag.  I feel much better, my 

body feels much better.   

 

The dynamic this week is totally different and we also have each other's energy to feed off, 

so that's a big positive.  He's a really positive guy on the golf course and off the course.  It's 

great to be part of that team environment.  It's much easier to pick yourself up if at all you're 

down because both of us are going to be egging each other on to play our best. 

 

Q.  You mentioned that you met when you were 11.  I just wonder, was there any sort 

of rivalry then and (inaudible)?  

 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I think the only kind of rivalry you have at 11 is who gets to eat the 

yummier food and, you know, simple things like that.  When we think back to when we were 

juniors, life was easy; it was all about getting away from school and just having fun.   

 

But no, I think we've both -- we're contemporaries in every sense and we both spurred each 

other on.  I mean, Gagan was definitely an exceptional junior and I kind of -- my career kind 

of picked up a little later once I left school because education was very important to my 

family as well.   

 

But I think it's always been -- it's always been about trying to be the best golfers week be.  I 

think that's one common factor between both of us.  We were both very focused with what 

we wanted to do with our golf, and we still are.  It's a great energy to feed off because 

there's a great commonality.  We both want to push ourselves further and further and get 

better and better, and I think it's been very healthy for both of us, at least I feel that way 
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because I've definitely seen him kind of, when we were kids, he kind of got away from the 

pack because he got that much better and that pushed me to work hard.  I'm sure that, you 

know, it continues, it's a good healthy cycle. 

 

MODERATOR:  Thank you. 
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