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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 21, 2018 
 

MARTIN KAYMER 
MAXIMILLIAN KIEFFER 
 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Delighted to welcome Team Germany.  Gentlemen, good morning.  

Thoughts and feelings on the week ahead?  Looking forward to it?  Max, do you want to start 

us off?   

 

MAXIMILLIAN KIEFFER:  Yeah, obviously delighted to be here.  Every week we play just 

individual 72-hole stroke play events, so it can get, I wouldn't say boring, but it's always the 

same.  So it's nice to play a team event, a bit of a different format, and obviously looking 

forward to playing with Martin. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  You played for Germany in 2013 on your own, right?   

 

MAXIMILLIAN KIEFFER:  Yeah.  We still had a team event that year, but it was more an 

individual thing.  So that wasn't really the team spirit, but it was a still a great week.  It was a 

great course and we had a great time there. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  And Martin, your fifth appearance I believe for World Cup?  

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  Yeah, I think so, but I never played in Australia the World Cup before.  

Last time it was in China, I can't remember what year it was, and it was a different format.   

 

Actually, the way I played the World Cup was the same format as this week, and what they 

did then after that where you play your individual ball.  You know, it's nice to play team 

events, so I never really wanted to play that individual World Cup thing.  So when they went 

back to the old format, I thought that's a fun week.   

 

Obviously we play on a great golf course here this week.  Coming to Australia is never easy, 

but it's really worth it to come.  And playing with Max this week, we never played before.  I 

think it could be a successful week in many ways.  Maybe we can learn from each other's 

game because you get quite close on the golf course.  It gets quite -- you need to talk about 

your weaknesses and about your strengths.  I think it doesn't matter how good or bad you 

are, you can always learn from each other. 

 

Q.  Did you sit and watch the Ryder Cup and (inaudible) team golf gets enhanced 

further in your mind? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  I watched the Ryder Cup, of course, and obviously being there a 

couple times before really wants you to be on the team.  It's one of the best atmospheres 

that you can have in sports that I ever experienced, especially when it comes down to 
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Sunday when everything needs to be placed in the proper position to win the Ryder Cup and 

it's very, very inspiring.  Playing team events in general is good fun, it's really fun.  It's a 

different feeling with it because sometimes, even if you have a not-so-good day, you can still 

win and end the day on a positive note because of your partner.  What we usually do, if you 

screw up a tournament Thursday, Friday, you go home, but in team event, you have 

somebody you can rely on and that is quite motivating. 

 

Q.  Have you found that coming together late here or has it been a real battle on an 

ongoing basis (inaudible)?  

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  For me, it was a struggle all year really.  I was working very hard in the 

wintertime trying to prepare for the Masters, and then a couple months before the Masters I 

got injured and then I had pretty much four, five, six weeks off where I didn't do that.  Since 

then I really played catch-up from practice and tournament experience really to be ready for 

tournaments.  But I never thought I was ready enough, I need to play more tournaments in 

order to keep the status on both tours.   

 

Obviously, you know, when you work really hard and the work that you put in doesn't pay off, 

it can be frustrating, but at the end of the day you know you've done everything you could 

and certain things happen.  I'm sure it will pay off one day.  It was the right thing to do, to 

practice that hard, and the success is just a matter of time if you do the right thing. 

 

This year I missed out on the Ryder Cup, which was painful, but then having the possibility 

before to be on the Ryder Cup team and I'm only 33 years old, I'm sure I have more chances 

in the future. 

 

Q.  How long have you guys known each other?   

 

MAXIMILLIAN KIEFFER:  We played -- I think when Martin turned pro, it was like the time 

when I started to play more, better amateur golf.  When I started to become or get to the 

national team, I think that's when he turned pro. 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  12 years maybe, I would say. 

 

Q.  This year will be the first year for the Disabled World Cup.  Can you give your 

thoughts on that and what you think it means to the game of golf? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  Well, I sat down with a couple guys yesterday, the guy from Belgium, 

he has only one leg.  I met him already in the past because he played the Dunhill and a 

couple charity events.  They're very nice, very humble people, and the world that we live in, 

especially here, is quite rare to meet humble people.  It's the truth.  So if you meet them, 

what they enjoy, that they found a passion that maybe even distracts them from their tragedy 

sometimes is quite nice and I hope we can play with them already in the pro-am.  I think 

they've got mixed into some of the groups.  In golf, I don't think we should even point it out, it 

should be normal.  I think it's a good opportunity for them to go to Sydney last week, be here 
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this week, see some of the best players trying to put the ball in the hole.  I think it's the right 

thing to do, yeah. 

 

Q.  Have you had much look at the course so far, and also the weather forecast, how 

much will that play a part in how you prepare? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  The weather forecast is what it is.  We all have an umbrella and rain 

gear, so off we go.   

 

The golf course, maybe Max can say more about it because I just -- first time I saw it was an 

hour ago.  I just hit a few putts because I played so much golf the last three weeks, I really 

wanted to use yesterday to walk around Melbourne, have a look around, have some good 

coffee and enjoy.   

 

MAXIMILLIAN KIEFFER:  Yeah, I played eight holes yesterday.  Obviously it's a very nice 

course.  The design, it's nice for the eye, and for us coming from Europe, it's just special with 

the green and the bunkers, you know, when the edge of the bunker's right next to the green, 

that's just very pure and nice to look at.  I'm really looking forward to seeing the rest of the 

course today. 

 

Q.  Have you spent much time preparing as a team, whether out on the course or 

talking about it, or are you just going to wing it tomorrow? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  I think tomorrow is just a day, best ball, we really do our own thing.  We 

haven't really discussed much about how we're going to play because I think golf is a very 

spontaneous thing, you need to make it up while you're there.   

 

Tomorrow we play our own ball.  Maybe tomorrow evening we can sit down and think about 

who wants to hit the tee shots on what holes, what suits you better, what doesn't suit you.  

And as I meant earlier with the weaknesses, you need to talk about what you don't like.  

Even though we should be able to hit any kind of shot, but for some are maybe a little easier.  

Then I think we just go from there.   

 

There are no easy days, even the best ball you really need to use your opportunities, need 

to shoot quite low.  I heard that the par 3s, they're all on the even numbers, I think, so they 

could be something that could be quite vital depending on who's a better driver of the golf 

ball.  It makes sense that he doesn't hit the par 3s that he takes the other holes, but that is 

something we need to talk after the pro-am, after tomorrow's round.  Tomorrow we play our 

own thing, so it's quite nice to open up like that. 

 

Q.  Do you have any ongoing issues with your wrist? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  Sometimes it's a bit annoying.  I mean, it's not pain or anything, it's just 

a bit stiff.  I would say I go back now to 80 percent.  Pretty much from April to October or so I 

play only 50 percent really, and therefore I think I did fairly okay.  Now I get back to almost 
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normal strength and it's quite nice getting something out of the work.  But, I mean, obviously 

our body is not meant to hit a thousand times on the ground, it's not meant to do that, so 

once in a while something happens. 

 

Q.  And has it changed the way you play at all, your swing? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  Nope. 

 

Q.  What's good about Melbourne coffee? 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  The foam is thicker.  It's not so watery.  Sometimes when you go, they 

burn the beans sometimes.  Here, you actually could taste the bean.  So those two 

components are quite important in a cappuccino.  

 

Q.  You've done it before, haven't you?  You know that. 

 

MARTIN KAYMER:  I wouldn't call myself an expert, but I'm a coffee -- I like coffee, and if 

you do it with passion, I think you can taste it. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Thank you.  Good luck this week. 
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