
 

1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 21, 2018 
 

TYRRELL HATTON 
IAN POULTER 
 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Team England, thank you very much for joining us, gentlemen.  Just 

give us some initial thoughts on the week ahead.  Tyrrell, let's start with you.  Why did you 

choose this man to come to the World Cup with you?    

 

IAN POULTER:  Be nice.  

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Me and Poults get on pretty well and I was fortunate enough to have 

the choice, and Ian was very keen to come down and play.  He's had good results in the 

past down here.  It's my first time here in Melbourne and playing the Sandbelt courses, so I 

figured as we got on pretty well, it was a no-brainer to choose Ian. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Ian, playing in a team event brings that little bit extra out in you. 

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, team events are pretty special.  It couldn't happen often enough.  I 

think when you look at the schedule, obviously coming off of a great Ryder Cup team event, 

I think when we look at that and when you look at the type of course that we're playing this 

week, it's easy to get very fired up to come and play golf. 

 

So this week I'm looking forward to it.  It's on a great golf course.  The course, I've now 

played 27 holes in practice and we've heard a lot about the golf course from many of the 

lads on Tour that have played it.  The Aussie boys have told us how good it is, and obviously 

we've just experienced that yesterday and today.  Very much looking forward to putting the 

England shirt on and obviously getting out there tomorrow, and hopefully the weather's 

going to be kind. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Take some questions for the guys, if you could use the mic. 

 

Q.  You're kind of used to some rain and some cold weather? 

 

IAN POULTER:  I live in Orlando for a reason, to get away from it. 

 

Q.  Have you changed your plans of how you're going to play together or your 

preparations because of the weather? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Not really.  I mean, obviously I brought my waterproofs.  When you come 

to Melbourne, you understand what can happen with the weather.  Every 20 minutes it can 

change.  Obviously we're going to get some rain tomorrow.  The tee times have been moved 

forward an hour to what they originally were.  Hopefully, we're teeing off quite late in that 
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whole wave, so I'm hoping the heavy stuff comes when we're just coming up 18 and we just 

get finished.  It doesn't really change the game plan.  We need to play well as a team, and 

hopefully Tyrrell and I can do just that. 

 

Q.  Lots of chatter on the internet about the course this week and the Sandbelt 

generally.  I know it's your first visit.  Is it what you expected it to be from what you've 

heard, and secondly how important are the courses we play in big events like this on 

to the game more broadly?  

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Well, I think the golf course is in fantastic shape, and I've actually 

forgotten your first question. 

 

Q.  Is it what you expected?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Thank you.  Yes, because I had heard great things about it.  So no 

one had said anything bad, so usually we like to moan as well, so if there's something 

wrong, you would hear about it.   

 

No, the course is fantastic.  It's in unbelievable shape.  It's a shame that we've had a little bit 

of rain.  When we played 10 holes yesterday, it was really firm, so it would be interesting if it 

stayed like that for the rest of the week.  Hopefully the weather's kind to us and it can kind of 

firm up a little bit.  No, it's in great shape. 

 

Q.  Of all the courses you play on (inaudible)?  

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, I think so.  Obviously you want to be playing -- when you're 

playing in the biggest events, you want to be playing the best golf courses, so generally 

they're in great shape.  Makes it enjoyable to watch as well. 

 

Q.  You guys are the only pairing that's come through from this year's Ryder Cup.  

Given the team nature of this tournament, how much of an advantage do you think 

you have because of that? 

 

IAN POULTER:  I mean, I don't see it as an advantage just because we played a team 

event probably two months ago.  I think when you look at all of the teams in depth, there's a 

lot of good teams here to beat.  So I know obviously on our rankings we're supposed to 

finish up there, but sometimes that's difficult.   

 

So I'm not taking it lightly that we're going to come in here and have an easy week.  We 

need to play well and there's going to be some teams there that obviously are going to play 

great golf as well.  So we need to do the right thing, we need to play smart.  It's a tricky 

course.  If we get the 20-30 mile an hour winds that I've seen forecasted, then that's going to 

make this golf course play exceptionally tough.  So we need to do our job properly.   

 

We played the Ryder Cup only a few weeks ago.  Not that we were paired together, but 
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obviously team events don't happen enough, as I said earlier, and it's great to be able to go 

out and play in this format.  Foursomes is difficult and it's a format we don't play very often.  I 

guess we were fortunate enough to obviously play that a couple of months ago.  Some of 

the other teams won't have experienced foursomes for a long time, but you still need to golf 

your ball pretty well. 

 

Q.  Ian, congratulations, I've just appointed you Tour commissioner.  Would you put 

some new team events into the schedule? 

 

IAN POULTER:  I think whenever there's an opportunity to add team events, it's a good 

thing.  I mean, for the most part the whole calendar year's made up of stroke play events.  

Team events are very enjoyable.  When you start to look obviously at Ryder Cup, Presidents 

Cup, Eurasia Cup, there are a number of team events.  The difficulty with adding extra 

events in the calendar is it's an already extremely busy calendar year, so you need to make 

sure the players can actually play if you're going to add a tournament. 

 

Q.  Ian, what is it about you that seems to fire you up for team events?  You seem to 

grow an extra leg when you're playing for a team whether it's your country, a 

continent or the Ryder Cup.  

 

IAN POULTER:  Ryder Cup's in its own little category over there somewhere.  If we're going 

to talk about the World Cup, I've never won the World Cup and I would like to.  This being a 

course which I really got to enjoy over the last couple of days, all of the Sandbelt courses 

are great.  So if Tyrrell and I can go out there and play well and obviously pick up a trophy, 

then that would be pretty special.  I like playing this type of golf.   

 

Q.  How much does traveling around the world and winning titles on different 

continents, on different courses mean to the both of you? 

 

IAN POULTER:  Well, obviously I won in Victoria a couple of years ago.  I enjoy traveling 

and winning in different parts of the world and I've done that pretty well.  Hopefully, we can 

add one.  I've won down here.  Hopefully we can make it two and Tyrrell can make it one, so 

it will be pretty cool.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, it's part of what we do.  We're always traveling around, and 

whatever tournament we're at, we're trying our best to win.  That's a lot harder than -- it's the 

hardest thing to do.  So it would be nice to win down here.  It's my first time down in 

Melbourne, so it would cap a memorable week. 

 

Q.  Ian, you obviously have had the success everyone's talking about in team golf and 

in the Ryder Cup specifically.  What a year from now does the international team have 

to do to replicate what you guys have been able to do so consistently to beat that 

American team? 

 

IAN POULTER:  It's not an easy question to answer, to be honest.  Obviously Europe's had 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pgatour/world-cup-of-golf/


 

4 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

great success in the Ryder Cup against the Americans now for a couple of decades.  At 

home we've been extremely strong and that's been our fortress.  You need to get off to a 

decent start, and if you don't get off to a decent start, you've got to get back into the game 

very, very quickly.  If the U.S. team gets their nose in front, they're extremely hard to beat.   

 

So from an international perspective, they need to be resilient, they need to be stronger, 

they need to be stronger as a team.  They need to get their nose in front because we've 

proven obviously over the last couple of decades that, you know, they're beatable, right?   

 

So obviously I can't answer for the international team, I don't know their makeup of how they 

run their team room, how they go about selecting all their pairings because I'm not in their 

team room, but it's a hard -- it's a very hard question to answer.  I mean, I would love you to 

give you the formula, right, because if I could do that, obviously that would be used, but I 

don't have the magic answer. 

 

Q.  I guess maybe what I'm asking is if you went into that team room early in the week, 

what would you suggest they're doing before the golf starts?   

 

IAN POULTER:  I would probably say a few things, but I wouldn't say it on air or on the 

camera. 

 

Q.  It's also the Disabled Golf Cup this week and the players will be playing off the 

same tees as yourselves.  It would be great to get your thoughts on such an 

inspirational event and also what you think this means for golf in general.  

 

IAN POULTER:  I think it's great for golf.  To have that inclusion this week is pretty special.  

I didn't know about it obviously until yesterday and I think it's absolutely fantastic.  I've met a 

couple of the players in the past at a couple of tournaments, but to see them included in this 

is good to grow the game, to show that obviously golf is a great game for various people with 

various disabilities, and this is a pretty special stage to be able to come and play golf. 

 

So they're in our team room, they're in our locker room, they're sharing everything with us 

this week and I think it's really inspirational.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, I think just to echo what Ian said, it's great to have them 

playing, grow the game and show that golf can be enjoyed by anyone.  

 

Q.  Ian, from memory last night at the opening ceremony, did you say that you were 

leaning on Tyrrell and you asked him to pick you and you said that you would love to 

come down to Australia?  

 

IAN POULTER:  Yeah, we discussed it, we discussed it at one of the events.  I asked him 

how his schedule was looking.  I like the Sandbelt.  Obviously I've been down here, had a 

first and second, so I knew I wanted to make the team, and obviously it was going to be 

Tyrrell's choice.  So we had a chat and I managed to persuade him that it would be a good 
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choice to pick me.  So it turned it out pretty good.  Well, I'll let you know Sunday night.  

 

Q.  How much of an allure is the Sandbelt, to a play on one of the major tours given --  

 

IAN POULTER:  How much what?  

 

Q.  Of an allure.  How much is it something that makes you want to come down to 

Australia, because it is a massive journey.  

 

IAN POULTER:  I get asked all the time when I play pro-ams all over the world, what are 

some of the favorite courses you've played on.  I pretty much tell everybody, unless you've 

come down, traveled down to the Sandbelt, you really haven't experienced golf.  So I think 

it's pretty big because of how much I love it down here, and to have this many good golf 

courses in such a small enclosed little area, you guys are pretty lucky, I have to say. 

 

Q.  Tyrrell, you've got a lot of fans worldwide because you're so demonstrative.  Is 

that a good thing or a bad thing in a team situation with Ian this week? 

 

IAN POULTER:  It's a great thing.   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Yeah, I told Ian to make sure he brings his earplugs this week.  I think 

Terry might have them in the golf bag, to be honest. 

 

Q.  Is it a good thing, seriously?  Is it a positive thing for you?  You're emotional, you 

let everything out.  That's a great thing to watch.  Is it dangerous in a team situation?   

 

TYRRELL HATTON:  Well, I think some people would argue with you that it's great to 

watch.  I think -- well, obviously I am fiery and I always give it my best.  I think in a team 

situation you're always trying I guess maybe a little bit harder to make sure you hit better 

shots.   

 

But I find that this format will be a little bit more kind of relaxing than kind of playing just your 

own ball.  Obviously having Ian there, we get on well, so we'll be able to kind of have a chat 

in between shots depending -- well, depends on how bad the shot I've just hit it.  But no, it 

will be fine, team events are no problem and I can keep my head on if I need to. 

 

Q.  Have you got a preferred wrestling hold to keep him under control? 

 

IAN POULTER:  No, it's all good, it's all good.  I would rather play with someone who's got a 

bit of fire than someone who doesn't have any fire, so it's a good thing. 

 

MICHAEL GIBBONS:  Gentlemen, thank you.  Good luck this week.  
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pgatour/world-cup-of-golf/

