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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 21, 2018 
 

THØRBJORN OLESEN 
SØREN KJELDSEN 
 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Team Denmark, thank you so much for joining us, our defending 

champions this week.  Can you tell us about defending your title? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, it's not going to be easy, but we're looking forward to it.  

Obviously we had a great time two years ago.  Really special to be able to win the World 

Cup.  Being the first time Denmark has ever done it makes it that much more special.  You 

know, we're going to go out there this week and give it our best and see what happens.  It's 

a difficult format and I guess you need a little bit of luck also.  Yeah, it's going to be difficult, 

but we'll do our best.  

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Obviously we've picked up a few things two years ago, what worked 

and what didn't work, mainly what worked.  I think we've got a good idea what we need to 

do, but like Thørbjorn says, it's going to be very difficult.  I think there are a lot of strong 

teams this year as well, but look forward to it.  It was fun the last time, I think it's going to be 

fun again. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  I know that you both really enjoy visiting Melbourne.  Can you talk to 

us about what makes Melbourne such a special place?  We were in Hosier Lane last night, 

saw the street art and I know you're both fans of the food. 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I think actually it's probably pretty close to Copenhagen 

food wise.  People are very open.  It's easy to come here.  They make great coffee, do that 

in Copenhagen also.  So yeah, they love sport here.  It's always been a place where I really 

enjoyed coming.   

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, same thing.  It's quite a vibrant city, food's good, like 

Thørbjorn's saying.  Coffee's amazing, people are nice and it's a great sporting city and you 

sort of feel that.  Just gives you a thrill sort of just driving past Rod Laver Arena and MCG, all 

the great stadiums.  It's just got such a good feel about it, the city. 

 

Q.  Denmark won the Eisenhower Trophy.  Do you think it's amazing that Denmark's 

got their hands on both world trophies at one time? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I think it's been a pretty amazing year for Denmark in 

general when it comes to golf.  We've had a lot of young guys playing really well this year, 

and like you say, the Eisenhower Trophy and a lot of big individual tournaments, also in 

amateur tournaments, the Ryder Cup team.  Lucas has played amazing this year, he has 10 

top-10s, I think the most on the European Tour.  I managed to win a Rolex Series.  So it's 
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been a pretty big year, yeah.   

 

I think slowly the last sort of five years has been better and better.  We could have hoped for 

a few more guys on the European Tour, but I think we've done extremely well.  I think like 

Søren, Thomas, Anders have done so much for Danish golf.  The young guys trying to build 

on that, it's been good for us because they've been there helping us from the start.  When I 

got into it eight years, Søren, Thomas, it's been easy to talk to them and learn how it is out 

here.  So yeah, it's been a good time for Danish golf. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah, very.  I think like Thørbjorn says, I think a couple of thing are 

important.  I think number one is what we do very well in Denmark is that it's cheap to play 

golf, so it's easy for kids to get into golf.  I think you look at other countries, especially in 

Europe, like Germany, France, Italy where it's still a very exclusive sport.  At the end of the 

day, if you don't get a lot of people to play, you don't get a lot of good players.  That's one 

thing that's really a good thing for Denmark, it's easy to play golf and it's cheap to play golf.   

 

And I think secondly, I think Thomas was -- he was the frontrunner.  He changed everything 

because he got on tour, started winning big events and set his sights on majors, and I think 

all that has changed everything.  Before Thomas, it was amazing if you could get on tour, 

play on tour, but with Thomas, you know, everything changed.  You had to get on tour, you 

had to win tournaments, you had to contend in majors, and I think that's been a massive 

thing for us and then now the younger generation.  The goals are very lofty and that's 

important. 

 

Q.  Søren, Thørbjorn makes the new wave coming through, and Lucas.  Are you 

grateful that your winning form has kept this thing together rather than (inaudible)?   

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Absolutely.  I think for me it was -- I said to Thørbjorn quite early in 

the year, I said, you do whatever you feel is right.  I didn't qualify automatically and I wasn't 

the second highest either, so it was totally up to Thørbjorn.  I wanted to make it easy for him 

to say if you want to play with Lucas, he's playing great, I haven't been playing as well this 

year, so if he wanted to play with Lucas, it was fine with me.  But obviously grateful that he 

wanted to play with me again.  I tried to make it easy on him so he could do whatever he felt 

was right. 

 

Q.  It's a nice confidence booster obviously for what you two did together two years 

ago.   

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Yeah.  And I think because it's such a special format as well, I think 

one of the things that worked in our favor the last time is that we're probably opposite kind of 

players.  I get up on the tee first, most of the time I put it in the fairway.  I've got sort of a 

solid game where Thørbjorn's got more of a flashy game.  He does great stuff and amazing 

stuff now and again and I think it works well.  I think maybe Thørbjorn and Lucas maybe play 
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a little bit more similar games and, I don't know, last time it was an advantage that we had 

opposite games, I think, and it worked. 

 

Q.  Did you consider flipping it? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  No.  I mean, like Søren said, it was an amazing week obviously 

because we won, but we had such a good time also.  I felt like it wouldn't be the right 

decision not to pick Søren, so it was an easy decision for me. 

 

Q.  You guys sound like you have a really good rapport.  How much is that going to 

come into play this week and how much did it come into play (inaudible)?    

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Well, I think it showed the last time.  I think we were very sort of 

comfortable with each other's company.  I think we managed to have a lot of fun on the 

course.  I think even though down the stretch it was obviously a huge thing for us, but at the 

same time we were enjoying it, we were having fun.  I think if you look at the world of golf, 

maybe with the exception of Tiger, I think generally you see when players play well, they 

generally play with a smile on their face.  I think we did that the last time.  Yeah, it worked 

out. 

 

Q.  Thørbjorn, (inaudible) play in Europe the second half of the year, played your first 

Ryder Cup.  Do you come here with a target on your back? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah.  I mean, yeah, we're probably one of the better teams 

obviously because we have a lot of confidence and we've proven that we can do it.  So 

yeah, I would put us up in that top-5 teams of favorites probably.  There's a lot of strong 

teams.  Obviously the Australians, the Americans, Danish.  But it's such a difficult format to 

play best ball, foursomes, it's very tricky and it's not always the best players that come out 

on top.  It's a lot to do with obviously chemistry and the way you attack the golf course.  

Especially here, these golf courses, Metropolitan and Kingston Heath, you need to be 

intelligent and you can't go after all the pins.  I think we did that very well last time.  I'm 

normally a pretty aggressive player, but I definitely play it a little more safe than what I do 

normally, and especially what you play foursomes, it's tricky, you know?  It's important that 

you stay optimistic all the time.  There's going to be bad shots.  I mean, both of us are going 

to hit some bad shots, it's just the way you come out of it and that's the important thing, and 

if you can get out of it, you'll do very well. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the chemistry between you, but what about the want and will to 

win (inaudible) especially coming off a Ryder Cup where the crowd was amazing, the 

fire and the drive of the Europeans, is that a key part as well? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I think we're actually talking about Danes, I think we're quite 

generally really good at keep fighting.  I know Søren is and I think I am also.  We don't easily 

give up and we keep going.  We're both pretty hard grinders when it comes to practice and 

stuff, and I think that comes out on the golf course also.  I get in trouble a lot of times, so I 
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know how it feels like to be in the trees, having bad lies.  It's like I said before, it's just the 

way you deal with it and come out of it.  I feel both Søren and I have that in us, so hopefully 

we can keep grinding this week. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  Are you still at that level or are you still going off (inaudible)? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I mean, the Ryder Cup was amazing, no doubt.  It was one 

of the highlights of my career.  To be honest, I did find it difficult the few weeks after, maybe 

even a month after to get back into my own game and concentrate about making my own 

results again.  Very difficult when you're on such a high with a team to get back on your own, 

get back out to practice and do it all by yourself.  I did find that difficult, but I would say the 

last month or so it's been back to normal.  Yeah, it was an amazing experience. 

 

Q.  (Question about celebrating after 2016 World Cup.)   

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  No, I mean, I think the flight was -- we had to go to the airport 

straight after pretty much.  We had some drinks at the airport and some drinks on the plane.  

Unfortunately, we weren't on the same plane home.  I definitely had some drinks on the 

plane.  

 

Q.  What have you done, do you have a permanent place in your house? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  It's at home and I've been drinking out of that also.  We had a nice 

little party, me and my friends, and filled it up.  

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  I actually have mine at the golf club where I practice, so I see it every 

day.  Pretty nice. 

 

Q.  Søren, you had a great line, it was something along the lines of you'll (inaudible) 

just show up, Thørbjorn's more of a Ferrari.  

 

SØREN KJELDSEN:  Absolutely, yeah.  Like Thørbjorn says, he's a very aggressive player 

and I play slightly different.  I'm a bit more down the fairway, the middle of the green, and on 

my good days make a few putts.  Yeah, I think it's like that. 

 

Q.  You played with (inaudible) today.  How impressed were you with his game? 

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Unbelievable.  I told Søren straight when he came in how 

impressive both the guys were.  To be that consistent and to be hitting it that long, but not 

just the length, around the greens, everything just seems like it's so natural.  You know, 

yeah, I found it really amazing.  First time I've seen them play.  Yeah, it was great to go out 

there and play.  You know, there was quite a few holes where they beat me, both of them, 

so yeah, it was a great experience. 

 

Q.  (Question about playing the even or odd numbered holes.) 
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THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Could be. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

THØRBJORN OLESEN:  Yeah, I mean, it all depends on the wind.  If there's no wind or 

downwind, it's going to be over the right side, yeah.  Into the wind, it's a different story.  

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Any final questions?  No, thank you so much, Team Denmark, for 

joining us.  Best of luck for the week. 
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