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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 20, 2018 
 

MARC LEISHMAN 
CAMERON SMITH 
 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Welcome home.  How does it feel to be the host country this week? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it feels good.  Second time I've done it.  Obviously last World 

Cup in 2016 we had a lot of fun.  It wasn't the result we were after, but it's nice to be back 

here in Melbourne and representing our country.  Hopefully, we can play well and do 

everyone proud. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Cam?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it's my first World Cup.  Playing with Marc, awesome guy.  I think 

we'll have plenty of fun out there.  Great location, great golf course.  We've been out and 

played all 18 now, so the course is in amazing condition and I think it should be a good week 

for everyone.  

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Marc, I know that Melbourne's your hometown, Warrnambool.  Cam, 

you just were saying how much you love Melbourne.  Have you been telling the other World 

Cup players how great Melbourne is and encouraging them to get down here this week?   

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, definitely.  Earlier in the year when we heard it was going to be 

here again and at this golf course, it's pretty easy to say good things about it really.  You 

don't have to twist the truth or anything to say how good it is.  Those greens out there and 

how the bunkers go up to it, for golfers it's pretty amazing and something that you never 

really see.  So it's worth the trip just for that.  Then you've got the stuff that's not even golf 

related.  This city is so diverse and such a cool place, so much to do and see.  It's great that 

there's a cricket on this week as well.  Yeah, it's an exciting place.  It was pretty easy to tell 

the guys to come down and play. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Questions from the floor, and if we can just use the microphone, 

please.   

 

Q.  Leish, how much is winning one of the biggest Australian tournaments something 

you want to tick off the resumé?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  It is definitely.  I've won all around the world now and won some 

smaller events here in Australia.  That's definitely -- well, apart from a major, that's the next 

thing on the list, something that I would love to knock off this week or next week.  I think 

early in my career I probably relaxed a little bit too much when I was back in Australia, which 

is pretty easy to do.  Now I'm really, not that I wasn't determined then, but I'm really 
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determined to obviously play really well here this week and try and win the World Cup with 

Cam.  That would be huge.  But next week as well.  Yeah, it's very high on my list.  

Hopefully, years down the track I can play more events here in Australia than I have the last 

few years.    

 

Q.  Do you feel your resumé's almost a little bit incomplete without a big Australian 

win at the moment because you've won so many big tournaments around the world as 

an Australian golfer?  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, as an Australian golfer I would say there's a little hole in there.  

It's something that I would like to change.  Like I said, I haven't really played as much as I 

would have liked in Australia.  With a young family, that makes it difficult.  As they get older 

and they enjoy coming out here, I think hopefully I'll be able to play more events and give 

myself more of a chance.   

 

Having said that, I would like to take care of that in these next two weeks to not have to 

worry about, you know, worrying about winning an Australian event as my first one.  I'd like 

to come back here winning a second or third.   

 

Q.  Not that the other countries aren't great mates, but we've seen you two high-fiving 

and having a bit of a kettle here now and again.  You're great mates.  Does that work 

in your favor, particularly in foursomes?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I think it does.  Leish and I have become pretty good mates over 

the past probably year and a bit.  Played practice rounds and just going out for dinner and 

hung in locker rooms and stuff like that, so we got to know each other really well.  I'm sure 

there'll be plenty of banter out there just between us.  If we take it pretty lightly, I think, and 

put some crap on each other, it will turn it into a nice week. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I would agree.  I think having similar personalities off the golf course, 

but we're both very determined on it is a pretty good combination.  We'll appear laid back, I 

think, out there.  Hopefully things go our way and play well and do have a lot of fun.  I think 

we will either way, but obviously we'll have more fun if we play well.  Don't be mistaken if we 

look like we're having too much fun, we're very determined and competitive people and I 

think that will do well.  Being good mates, like you said, in foursomes obviously we're both 

trying to hit our best shots every time we hit a shot.  If we happen to hit each other into the 

bush or whatever, let's show us what you got, Cam.    

 

Q.  Callaways or Titleists, or depending which tee? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  So we're going to -- I'm going to tee off with Cam's ball, so he's 

hitting -- yeah, his approaches with his golf ball.  On the par 3s I'll tee off while -- he'll tee off 

with my ball as well so I'm hitting the approaches.  Par 3s I'll hit my golf ball.  So I'll be teeing 

off the even holes, which is all the par 3s.  I mean, it was a pretty easy decision, to be 

honest.  There's a few holes that go pretty sharp left to right, which are all even, and a few 
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which go right to left, which are odd.  They both set up pretty good.  Hopefully, we can take 

advantage of that and, yeah, have a good week. 

 

Q.  Just on that, I want you to note on what sort of home field advantage you actually 

have here in the Sandbelt? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I mean, I've played here, it's been a while since I've played here, 

but it is a different type of golf.  You know, like I was saying before, with the bunkers being 

cut all the way up to the green, it's more penalizing when you hit in them and you're 

short-sided because there's not really anywhere to land it.  There's not fringe to land it in or 

no rough to hold it up.  It's just you've got to hit a great shot.  It's probably not as fast, the 

greens, as what I've played it.  We've always played it in pennant and that's the day of the 

year they try to make the courses as difficult as possible and the greens as fast and 

showcase their golf course.   

 

I think they want to make it a little more exciting for the fans in this event, make it more 

birdiable so you can actually take a few chances.  I think it's going to play a little bit different, 

but I think it's still an advantage to have played here a few times.  Just knowing the wind and 

the heaviness of the wind, it can be a pretty brutal wind.   

 

So yeah, I think there is a bit of an advantage, but at the end of the day, whoever happens 

to win this event is going to have to play really well, putt really well and combine well as a 

team. 

 

Q.  And can you run me through the phone calls you had to make and how that went 

down, and then your response as well to the phone call? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  It was obviously, you know, two very different phone calls.  Great 

mates with Scotty, great mates with Cam.  Like I said to Scotty, I called him, I sort of said to 

him, I'm like, Cam pretty much made it impossible for me not to pick him.  So, you know, 

when that happened, he was next in line in the world ranking.  It was I wouldn't say an easy 

decision, but he was, I think -- Cam deserved the pick and he's proved that with his play 

over the months following.   

 

So it was a very hard phone call to make to Scotty, but equally as good to Cam.  I Facetimed 

him, and as soon as I Facetimed him, my kids come up behind me, so it was me and Harvey 

and Ollie and we told him that he was -- just asked him if he wanted to play the World Cup, 

and luckily he said yes.  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it's a pretty easy decision for myself.  Yeah, it's a pretty easy 

decision.  I knew I was going to come back down and a play the events.  I gave it a good 

crack at the end of the season there.  Like Marc said, played really good golf and that was 

something that was on my kind of radar all year.  Really wanted to make the team, and it 

probably wasn't the response that the kids were hoping for, a bit of excitement in there.  

Yeah, it was good, it was a good phone call. 
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Q.  You spoke all week, all year about that challenge with Scotty.  Can you really 

quantify how much this drove you over the (inaudible)?  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, there was probably -- Scotty played -- well, I was quite far ahead 

of Scotty in the rankings and then he played really well at the PGA, finished second, and 

then it was a bit of a tussle there.  Through the Playoffs, got a couple nice finishes early, 

finished third two weeks in a row, Scotty finished fifth that first week.  I was like, I've played 

my best golf and I'm still not that far ahead.   

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I'm sweating just thinking about it.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it definitely drove me.  There's definitely a couple of situations on 

the golf course where I could have, you know, gone the other way, quite a long way, 

especially being in a position to win as well when you feel like you're kind of out of the 

tournament, but those kind of things just drove me to keep doing better and making my way 

onto the team. 

 

Q.  Cam, you obviously are here for three weeks and a lot's been made of who's 

coming back and whatever, but is this an opportunity in your career to really ride the 

wave, and if you can get back for all three every year, you get back for all three.  I 

know it's still a long year for you, but is that something that's driving you now?  

You're 25 and just ride the wave until it just becomes too hard?   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I think for myself at the moment, obviously I don't have a family 

as such over in the States.  I've got a girlfriend that travels with me and she loves to go to 

Australia, which makes the decision very easy as well.   

 

Yeah, I think in years to come, definitely the sooner years I'll definitely come back for the 

events if I can as long.  As my job in the States is secure, I'll keep coming back. 

 

Q.  And just secondly, Leish has obviously got the green and gold happening.  Have 

you got your shirts sort of for the week, because I know in 2016 there was a bit of 

discussion about the boys not wearing green and gold.  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, we've discussed it and we're going to try our hardest.  Obviously 

two different companies with the shirts and everything.  I think it will -- we'll have the same 

pants on every day, that's kind of easy to match, but the shirts might be a little bit harder, but 

we're going to try and match something up. 

 

Q.  Cam, I know how much the Presidents Cup means to you and you're desperate to 

make your debut on that team next year.  With Ernie coming out on Sunday, is there 

extra incentive to show him what you've got in a team environment?  Not that you 

haven't already done that, but are you pretty keen to show what you have in front of 

Ernie? 
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CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I would like to think I've done a little bit to impress Ernie over the 

last, you know, year or so.  Obviously really want to get on the team.  It's been a goal of 

mine ever since I've been in the U.S. is to try to make my way onto the team.  I've been 

close, but not close enough.  Kind of been left out of the conversation a little bit, which is fair 

enough.  I mean, I didn't deserve to be on the teams.   

 

Yeah, to make my way onto the team is definitely a huge goal.  I think showcasing it this 

weekend with Leish in a team environment will be good, but we've got so long to go on the 

tour as well to try to show something off. 

 

Q.  As well as the World Cup of Golf, the Disabled Golf Cup's taking place this week 

obviously on the same course.  It would be great to hear what you think of that and 

the inclusive nature of that and what you think it means for golf in general.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yes, they played last week as well.  They played in the group ahead of 

us, Brandt and I, on Saturday.  We were so impressed.  We just kept talking about it, how 

these guys, they drive the cart around.  And golf's hard enough as it is and it was quite 

amazing to watch actually even on the range just watching them hit balls and stuff.  Any 

good publicity we can get for golf I think is a good thing.  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  It's a great opportunity for them to play on the same golf course in front 

of crowds.  It's an awesome thing, so I'm excited to watch them play.  I saw a couple on the 

range there before hitting some balls.  Yeah, it's a really cool thing, something that is outside 

the box, but I think it's awesome. 

 

Q.  Leish, could I just ask you about strategy?  You talked about it earlier, what you've 

organized.  How long was the planning session for that, and did you learn lessons 

from 2016 where you maybe have to spend a little more time working on exactly what 

you need to do? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it wasn't as clear cut two years ago.  It didn't really matter which 

tees we hit off because we both had uncomfortable tee shots on odds and even holes.  As 

far as golf ball goes as well, it was a pretty short discussion, to be honest.  I feel like what we 

did in 2016 was pretty good, as long as you remembered to do it, didn't tee off with the 

wrong golf ball.  So we have to be on top of each other with that.  I did that once or twice.  

Scotty got up and had to hit a Callaway in for a second shot.   

 

But no, I mean after about I think it was seven or eight holes yesterday, it was pretty clear 

which holes I wanted to tee off and which holes I knew that went left to right, right to left.  It 

was a pretty easy decision.   

 

And the golf balls that we're playing are fairly similar really, aren't they?  Yeah, the golf ball's 

not going to be an issue.  I think the holes are going to be, yeah, they should set up pretty 

well for us.  We still have to play very well, hit good shots, but we're not going to be able to 
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blame uncomfortable tee shots or anything. 

 

Q.  To either of you, you had a look at the course this morning with Dave Micheluzzi, 

who's a member here and obviously was the low amateur in Sydney.  Were there any 

nuggets of information he was able to give you guys?  

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, he came around yesterday afternoon as well, just followed us 

around, just gave us a couple of pieces here and there.  Kind of kept out of the way, but kind 

of gave his information.  It was actually quite helpful.  A couple of those tee shots and hitting 

them into trees and knowing where to land them, it was pretty good. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  It's great of him to come out.  Obviously he's a great player and played 

very well last week.  There's a few holes that look a lot narrower off the tee than what they 

actually are and shots into the greens that look very narrow just because of the positioning 

of bunkers, and then when you get up there they're really wide.  He helped us with that, just 

showing us where's fine, where's not fine.  Yeah, it was good of him to come out and 

hopefully that will pay off at the end of the week. 

 

Q.  We talked about your mateship, but how much of a factor, if at all, is Pinner and 

Mattie and how close those two guys are? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  If we're not relaxed, they certainly will be.  It's awesome.  We're really, 

really good friends, very close.  It's going to be a fun week either way, like we said.  I think if 

things were to get going the wrong direction, we're not going to be down for too long with 

those boys around.   

 

Yeah, I think we've got a lot of incentive to play well this week obviously for ourselves, for 

them, families, the Australian fans, everyone.  I really want to play well and put some runs 

on the board this week, and hopefully it will be very nice on Sunday night to have someone 

to celebrate with together.  Not that we need any extra incentive, but that would be pretty 

cool. 

 

Q.  Guys, club golfers think they can birdie every hole in a four-ball.  I'm just 

fascinated what your approach is.  There's makeable par 5s here, virtually all of them.  

Do you have a number in your head that you go out in that sort of format? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I don't have a number in my head.  It's looking at the weather 

conditions.  Par's going to be a pretty good score, to be honest.  I think as long as you've got 

two balls in play, I think it's pretty easy to get too aggressive in four-ball.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yep.   

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  You don't want to put yourself in a bad position and then put extra 

pressure on your partner to have to hit a good shot.  It'd be nice to, even if you both have 20, 

30 foot for birdie, that's better than having one guy out of the hole.  Yeah, depends on the 
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weather really.  You're going to have to go low, but how low depends on if it's blowing 40 or 

50, whatever.   

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I would agree with that. 

 

Q.  It's Warrnambool here, it's one team in here that's pretty loose. 

 

CAMERON SMITH:  Jeez, I might have couple guys come down on the weekend.  Got Mel 

and my sister and my pop coming down on Thursday night and just got a couple mates here 

for the whole week.  I think it will depend on how Marc and I are going to how many guys 

come down, yeah? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I know there's a bus coming down from Warrnambool at some point on 

the weekend.  I've got a lot of family and friends coming down.  My sister actually is coming 

down, she's never seen me play in a tournament, so she's going to come down and watch 

on I think Thursday, Friday, so I'm looking forward to that.  Kristy, yep.  So she's, yeah, 

going to come down and watch with her kids and come to the cricket and all that Friday 

night.  Yeah, it's going to be good.  Nice to play in front of a home crowd and family.  

Hopefully make a few birdies to create some excitement. 

 

Q.  Anirban's pretty excited about the cricket, too.  Have you ever talked to him with 

it? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, we talk a bit of cricket when we play together.  We've been in 

two Presidents Cups and have certainly spoken quite a bit of cricket.  He's friends with a 

couple of players, so he's excited to go, as I am.  Hopefully we can get up. 

 

Q.  He's pretty lippy about it.  

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Well, I haven't seen him this week yet, so I guess he's -- yeah, we'll 

see. 

 

OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Any final questions?  Well, we'll leave it there.  Thank you so much for 

joining us, Team Australia, and best of luck this week.    
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