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Round 2 Interview 
16 November 2018 
 

MAX McCARDLE 
 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Max, it was a great round, a great finish, and a wonderful birdie on the 

last. 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah, absolutely was.  It was a nice afternoon out there today. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Coming in later in the afternoon, did the wind die down?  It's been a 

much better day today and a much better afternoon, as someone suggested that when you 

played early yesterday and late today it was slightly the better end of the draw. 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yep, absolutely, yeah, I agree with that.  We had a pretty nice morning 

yesterday morning until the breeze got up and a little bit of misty rain came through, and 

then today it firmed up nicely.  The breeze was there all afternoon, but it was pretty 

containable, it wasn't too bad. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Tell us what you were doing before prior to this tournament?  Where 

have you been playing and what have you been doing and where have you been practicing? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Okay.  So I've been playing the PGA TOUR China this year.  It's actually 

week nine of maybe a 10-week stretch I've been playing.  I had a consistent year in China, 

played the last six events with an opportunity to try and push to get a Web.com card or even 

get to Web.com Q-School by finishing top-10 on the Order of Merit there.  Missed out, so 

I've been playing the Australasian summer the last month.  Yeah, WI Open, Queensland 

Open, New South Wales Open last week, and then here this week for the Australian Open. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Fantastic.  Any questions, please?  

 

Q.  Just had a quick look at the world rankings just to look at your performances this 

year, you're playing darn well, you've been very consistent virtually the whole year.  

You've only missed two cuts in your last 20 starts or so.  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  This is a little bit of a surprise to us.  Is it a surprise to you? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Maybe to be leading.  I definitely felt like I've been playing well, just for 

whatever reason not quite piecing four rounds together probably for the last 10 weeks.  It's 

been close, and the last couple of days I've played really nice, steady golf and made a 

couple of putts and just sort of tried to keep pretty level.  So I give myself, yeah, an 

opportunity, for sure.  You know, it's been a good year, consistent year.  Probably just 
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lacking, especially in Australia, some really top finishes. 

 

Q.  I just looked up your bio on the PGA website, (inaudible), is that right? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah, yep, yep.  Grew up in a little town called Goolwa, South Australia.  

Left high school halfway through year 12 and did a mechanical apprenticeship.  I was 

playing other stuff and then once I finished my apprenticeship, made the move to Adelaide 

to sort of give golf a go and push myself.  I was doing golf full time.  Through the day I would 

work total priority as a dockhand shifting freight sort of Monday through Friday for 15 months 

to pay for me to be able to play golf and pay my bills. 

 

Q.  You're left handed playing right? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  A little bit of ambidextrous.  Yeah, I do all my sport right handed for 

some reason.  Just writing and working with the tools, any sort of handsy things is left-hand 

dominant, for sure. 

 

Q.  Have you contended in an Open before?  I have a feeling  (inaudible)? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  2013, yeah. 

 

Q.  Were you near the lead through a couple rounds? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  I think I sat third round one, round two, round three, and then I think 

Adam Scott and Rory McIlroy Roy were a fair way ahead. 

 

Q.  Where did you finish? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Finished 10th.  Had a couple over on Sunday.  Yeah, sort of some -- still 

got good memories from that week, it was really cool. 

 

Q.  What was the biggest golf event that you've won?  Have you ever won a 

tournament as a pro? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Not a tournament as a pro, no.  Three-round pro-am. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  SA Amateur was pretty cool when I was an amateur, three-round 

pro-am.  Port Hedland three-rounder on the sand greens is probably the biggest one. 

 

Q.  When was that?  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Maybe two or three years ago, yeah. 
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Q.  (Inaudible) Leading the pro-am? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah, I'm pretty good, I felt really relaxed.  You know, in the past I've 

been quite intense and probably, you know, a little bit, but I've worked hard probably the last 

12, 18 months to really relax and just play golf and accept wherever you are, whatever 

you're doing and see where you are at the end of the week.  I'm pretty level at the moment.  

I'm sure there will be a few nerves tomorrow, but I feel pretty good. 

 

Q.  You spoke about the challenges of putting four rounds together.  What gives you 

confidence you can do it on the biggest stage? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  I've done it, definitely done it a few times in events in Australia, and 

playing up in China the last two or three years I've pieced together four rounds a number of 

times as well.  I haven't quite got over the line yet, but I've just got to back myself in and trust 

what I'm doing and see how we go. 

 

Q.  Learning how to relax, is that a book or did someone help you? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah, a mental performance coach, Jamie Glazier does a lot with Lucas 

Herbert.  I had him come up to the PGA last year and just assess my week and how I'm 

going.  We got some good feedback from that.  Yeah, definitely work in progress, but just 

work across the board when I'm practicing and stuff, just relax and try and enjoy it, just play 

golf and enjoy doing it. 

 

Q.  On which tours do you have status at the moment? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  PGA TOUR China, the China Tour, which is -- there's two tours in 

China, two tours there I've got status.  Obviously the Australian PGA TOUR as well. 

 

Q.  How long were the birdie putts on 8 and 9?  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  No. 8, nine feet, and 9 was a bit of a chip-in out of the rough.  It was a 

bit of a fluke. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  It was just over the bunker.  I sort of had no stance, I had to sort of hit it 

down and it went in.  I was trying to get inside six feet and it went in, so that was cool. 

 

Q.  That must have been surreal, it took the whole round to take a share of the lead? 

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah.  I didn't really know, there wasn't a lot of scoreboards around on 

the back nine when I was playing.  I knew I was close and then I thought, yes, it's going to 

be close when that went in as well.  Good way to finish and some good momentum going 

into tomorrow. 
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KATHIE SHEARER:  Your walking scorer said that he really enjoyed going around with you 

and he said there was probably a few shots you left out there.  Do you feel that way?  

 

MAX McCARDLE:  Yeah, absolutely, I played really nicely today tee to green, stayed 

patient, didn't get too flustered and was able to pick up a couple late, which I find tends to 

happen if you just hang in there. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Any more questions?  Thank you, thank you for coming in. 
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