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Round 1 Interview 
15 November 2018 
 

DAVID MICHELUZZI 
 

 

Q.  David Micheluzzi, that's a hell of a way to play an Australian Open in pretty testing 

conditions.  

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yeah, I was nervy the first couple holes, I hit a few little heel fades in 

the first couple tee shots.  Was fortunate enough to hit another heel fade on the second and 

put myself to about six feet and I holed it, so settled the nerves a little bit.  Played very solid 

until about 10 and birdied the par 4, which is great. 

 

Q.  And I believe that you left a couple out there, too.  A couple of three putts on holes 

where you had an eagle chance? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yeah, 11.  11 I actually hit a really good drive and really good second 

shot, I just never putted up two tees before.  So yeah, that green's very funky.  Yeah, I was 

all right.  I birdied 12 as well, that's also a pretty hard hole, so it was good enough that I hit a 

good drive down there and hit a good wedge shot as well and got it close.  Just unlucky at 

that 14th hole, though. 

 

Q.  So you dunked your second? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  I tried going for it in two and I just hooked it a little bit and caught it 

with the wind, and yep, straight in the drink. 

 

Q.  How many times have you played the Australian Open now? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  This is my first. 

 

Q.  First round against the pros, good group? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yep. 

 

Q.  That's a dream come true? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yeah, yeah, I've played with Nick before, I played in a pro-am with 

him at the Aussie Masters, I think it was in 2015.  And also Rod is a really good guy as well, 

so we all hit it off on the first hole, which was great. 

 

Q.  Do you talk their ear off? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  I tried to keep my space, but they're really nice.  We all chatted, we 
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all had some fun, which is good. 

 

Q.  What do you take away from that first round? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  I played pretty well.  I think the 18th was probably my first missed 

iron shot where I just might miss it short, but it was in a perfect spot to make up and down.  

But I hit it great, I hit it really, really good. 

 

Q.  I guess the question more is, do you feel like it's just another tournament for you 

because you've been playing and scoring so well, or is it the national championship 

and it's going to bite you at some point? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yeah, it probably will.  I don't know, I don't know, I've played -- this is 

my fourth pro event in a row, so I think I'm not -- I don't feel like I've still got the nerves, but 

I'm just going to play golf and just let the results take care of itself really. 

 

Q.  What was the club in 14? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  3-wood, yeah. 

 

Q.  And do you feel more comfortable each one of these pro events you tee it up in? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yeah, pretty much, pretty much.  I think Fiji was probably a good 

starting point with the cameras and all that, and then Asian Amateur was the same kind of 

deal as well.  Got used to it.  I had a good first round there as well.  This now, it kind of feels 

normal as much as it isn't, but yeah, I kind of feel like I belong now, which is good. 

 

Q.  And it's one of those days where the weather's annoying, a little bit rain, 

everything like that? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yep. 

 

Q.  You're obviously pretty comfortable with it?  Conditions are tough, but didn't 

intimidate you too much? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  I'm from Melbourne, this is nothing really.  The wind is just like 

Melbourne as well.  Really felt like I was back in Melbourne, which is great. 

 

Q.  Have you had many rounds at The Lakes before? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  I played the Aussie Amateur here in 2015.  I think I only played the 

course once, so I think I had two rounds here before coming here this week. 

 

Q.  What were your goals at the start of the week, mate, and do you reset them now? 
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DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Just play as good as I can, just let the result take care of itself.  If I 

miss the cut by 25 or if I make the cut, if I'm up there after the first round, it still doesn't 

matter, just go and hit each shot as good as I can. 

 

Q.  You know better than anyone Aaron Baddeley's story? 

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Yep. 

 

Q.  Does it flash through your mind?  

 

DAVID MICHELUZZI:  Not really, not until you tell me.  It would be great, but three rounds to 

go.  Plenty of rounds of golf to go.  Just got to keep hitting good shots and keep the bad 

shots out of the way. 
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