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Pre-Tournament Interview 
14 November 2018 
 

MATT KUCHAR 
 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Welcome back again.  We all held our breath this weekend when you 

were playing in Mexico, a fantastic win.  How do you feel about it? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, thanks, Kathie.  It was amazing for me to get in the winner's circle 

again.  It had been four-plus years.  There are times that you think will I ever do it again and 

it maybe is extra sweet when you're able to kind of accomplish one of those goals that you're 

not sure you'll make again.  And so winning on the PGA Tour, it's an amazing feeling, and 

then to be able to do it with my wife and kids in attendance was really sweet. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  How old are your children now?  

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Two boys, they're 9 and 11, so I think the last win they would have been 5 

and 7.  The 7-year-old at the time would have definitely remembered.  I'm not so sure how 

much the younger boy remembered of my last win.  To be able to do something that they'll 

remember and know about their dad is very cool. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  And you've arrived rather late for your preparation for this tournament, 

too, but obviously your game is top shelf there.  Have you had a chance to look around? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  No, Kathie, I have arrived late.  I was doing my best to make a Sunday 

night connection and wasn't able to make it, so just arrived here, I've been here just over a 

half an hour.  I've changed clothes and had a shower.  That's been all my preparation so far. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  You look very fresh, very fresh as well.  I'll just put it out, questions to 

the floor, please. 

 

Q.  Did you try or did you catch a private jet to L.A.? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  We did, to no avail.  We made all efforts, came close to making our flight, 

but we were not able to make the connecting. 

 

Q.  How close? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Probably an hour. 

 

Q.  What did you do in Los Angeles for the day? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  We ended up having a good time.  I think any time with the kids, there's 

fun activities.  Being able to see things through kids' eyes.  I tell people our kids travel 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

almost every week, and regardless of how nice a hotel you stay in, they kind of get 

redundant.  A hotel's a hotel after a while, but with the kids, a hotel hallway becomes a 

playground so you start to see things differently with the kids around.   

 

Yesterday we toured around, we stayed downtown, did some walking about.  We ended up 

playing some tennis, the boys are very keen on tennis, so we found some tennis courts, 

played tennis.  Then I went into the Sketchers offices, said hello to the friends at Sketchers.  

The boys love designing shoes on the computer, so they used the design computers and 

think that's really, really cool.  So we went and visited the folks at Sketchers and had a great 

visit.   

 

Then went back downtown and walked around and the boys actually did some ice skating 

before we found some dinner.  There was a rink, kind of felt a bit like Central Park or the 

Plaza in New York, Rockefeller Center, and there's a great ring that we get on ice skates.  I 

did not dare get on ice skates before coming here.  Met up with some friends for dinner an 

then went to the airport.  So we made quite a full day out of a day in L.A. 

 

Q.  Matt, you had a local caddie on the bag last week in Mexico.  

 

MATT KUCHAR:  I did. 

 

Q.  Did you bring him with you? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  No, he stayed in Mexico.  Happy to have my regular John Wood back.  

He's a great caddie.  I had a great time with David, el Tucan, but looking forward to 

reconnecting with John again. 

 

Q.  Matt, you're the highest ranked player in this week.  Does that add extra pressure 

to you? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Golf's a tricky game.  I think you guys all know that that you always look 

to play your best, certainly there are more expectations, but when you've been around long 

enough, I think you kind of understand there's good and bad that go with the game.  It's hard 

to be good every week.  Certainly the form I'm on I expect to keep going well, but I also 

know that like everybody else, you could wake up tomorrow and go what just happened?  I 

thought I owned it, I thought I knew what I was doing and golf's funny that way.  Fortunately I 

feel like I've developed a swing where I can kind of count on the ball doing certain things, I 

can count on having a bit of control most days, but I know it's not an every day thing as well.  

I think I understand the ups and downs and the cycle of the game of golf pretty well and 

certainly hope to play well, expect to play well, but don't feel any extra pressure to play well. 

 

Q.  You missed the cut last time you played The Lakes, but it is a placement golf 

course, that should really suit you, and the weather we're having, a little bit of rain, 

the wind, that probably suits you as well.  Any reason you remember missing the cut 

here last time or just didn't have it that week? 
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MATT KUCHAR:  Must have been one of those.  All I really remember is I think the back 

side, a lot more water hazards, different nines, but really don't remember much more than 

that.  2011 is a long time to go back.  But excited to go out and see the golf course this 

afternoon, try to relearn it best I can before tomorrow's opening round. 

 

Q.  Matt, you were talking about winning and wondering during that period were you 

ever going to win again.  Now that you have, how does that change your head space 

the next couple of days? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  I'm certainly on a big high, winning definitely provides an amazing high.  

Like I said, I know the ups and downs, I would love to say that I'm going to continue that 

form.  I plan on it, but I also know it's no guarantee, either.  I think golf gives all of us a sense 

of hope, takes that one good shot and I know I can do that again and you think you've got it 

back.  So I think we always have the dreams and the hopes of being great, but actually 

going out and executing, it's rare that you get that great reward of being in a winner's circle 

and putting your hands on the trophy.  So when it does come, it's extra special. 

 

Q.  Matt, there was a lot of talk early on this week about who was here this week.  This 

tournament lacks star power.  (Inaudible.)  Do you take any umbrage at that or are you 

insulted about any -- 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  I am not insulted at all.  Thank you for asking.  I'm not really sure how to 

respond to that. 

 

Q.  I'm going to ask you a question you probably get sick of, but I'm going to ask it 

anyway.  Your record in the majors is pretty darn good.  (Inaudible.)  Is it still a big 

motivation for you to get a major to your name? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Absolutely, absolutely, but I feel like the process I've chosen, the road I've 

chosen to attack the majors is to try to treat every event as if it's a major.  I try to -- there's 

not a tournament that I enter that I don't want to put my name on that list of champions.  

Certainly, I understand majors are different.  I understand that's what we're judged by.  I 

know there's a bigger gravity when it comes to major championship golf.  But I feel like 

playing great golf breeds playing more great golf and the more chances you have at winning, 

the more comfortable you get in those final round, final group situations.  If it happens to be 

your time in a major and you have that opportunity, hopefully you've had enough experience 

to come through.  So I try to treat every event as if it's one I really want to win, majors 

included.  My track record, I've had some close calls not happening for me, but I'm excited 

for the next several opportunities that I get.  I feel like my game is one that's going to show 

up week in and week out and hopefully give me more chances in majors. 

 

Q.  It's going to be a pretty emotional week out here, the first Australian Open with the 

passing of Jarrod Lyle.  (Inaudible) can you give us an indication of what his passing 

has meant around the PGA Tour in the states? 
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MATT KUCHAR:  It's a tough thing.  The golf community is very much like a family.  You 

lose a part of it and it hurts.  Everybody loved Jarrod.  I think that all Australian culture, when 

the Aussies would come to the States, they're great people, Jarrod included, but it's just one 

of those people you loved being around.  To see somebody lose a battle, somebody that 

you know, that you spent countless hours with is tough.  Then to know that there's family 

that's there, kids, you don't wish that on anybody.  So it's a tough thing.  I think it struck 

home and in particular in the golf community across the world, particularly the PGA Tour, the 

guys over here, he was a great guy and certainly missed. 

 

Q.  Have we seen the best of Matt Kuchar or is he still coming? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Golf's a unique game and a growth process, and I feel like the goal 

setting in golf is tricky.  I feel like what I've strived to do with each new year is to always try 

to get better.  It's hard picking out that I would like to win this tournament or that tournament.  

They're not always in your control to handle those things.  But to try to get better at golf is 

something I think I strive for each and every year.  I think I've done that, I think I've done 

that.  There's an experience level as well as physical and mechanical tools that are included 

as well that I think I've continued to refine, continue to improve and hope to think that I still 

have -- I'm at the best I've been and have the potential to be better. 

 

Q.  In comparison to what you normally play for, is it something you look forward to, 

trying to get your name on the trophy alongside names like Jack Nicklaus and Gary 

Player? 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  It certainly helps.  Having some history to an event, having guys like that 

that have won this event adds to the a lure of coming and playing and trying to put your 

name on that list of champions. 

 

It's hard to say if the list included a bunch of guys none of us ever heard of it wouldn't have 

nearly the draw, but because it is a national Open, because golf's such a big part of kind of 

sport and people's lives in Australia, you've seen some great names come and play and 

perform well.  That helps add to the excitement of being down here and trying to add my 

name to that list.   

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Another question?  

 

MATT KUCHAR:  You did just say final question.  

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  I did.  Thank you for joining us. 

 

MATT KUCHAR:  Thank you very much. 
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