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Pre-Tournament Interview 
14 November 2018 
 

GREG CHALMERS 
 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Well, Greg, it's terrific that you've come in here.  We're so pleased that 

you're here.  Dual winner of this tournament, a statesman of the golf tour. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Old, yeah. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Not really old, but you've had many years, you've had many years to 

see, many years of playing.  Matt Kuchar came in today and he said of longevity on the tour, 

it's sort of up and down and you get used to that.  You always think that you'll win again or 

you hope every week that you'll win again, but you understand the flow of it, the flow of the 

golf scene.  Would you agree with that? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, there's no question you've got to ride the wave when it's going 

really well, and then when there's low points, hopefully your low points aren't too bad.  And 

then you've got to come out the other side and you start playing well again.   

 

Longevity is difficult in golf, you know, because you face -- I always say to be a great pro 

golfer, you've got to be able to handle adversity and handle it well and deal with a lot of 

disappointment because success is small.  You don't win very often.  So you've got to find a 

little victories each week and hopefully you pop up and have some great weeks.  I've been 

lucky to do that in this event.  But yeah, he's right, there's a lot of ebb and flow with it. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  The younger players now, they travel almost with a team with him.  

Cam Smith was saying he has a physio with him.  I would suggest that you never started the 

tour with a physio traveling with you or flying in to see you. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  No, no.  It was pick up a caddie when you get there, find somebody, 

usually a couple of times I did really well.  I remember playing in Adelaide and I did really 

well with a guy and he had a Greg Norman hat on and he was just a member of the club 

who wanted to come caddie.   

 

That's a new thing, the team thing.  I guess that's a product of how much money they're 

playing for in the States and you can afford to do a lot of the things, to have your own 

people. 

 

I don't know, I don't know how I have a comment on if that's better or worse, it's just what it 

is now.  It's becoming a lot more like tennis, I think, in that everyone's getting younger.  And 

with that comes, hey, when I started, my parents traveled with me and now I need this guy 

and that guy and they have a team of people to do things and they just continue doing that.  

Whether they'll do that when they're my age, probably not, but it seems to work for them 
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right now.  If it works, great. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  And the sort of state of Australian golf, particularly this event, how do 

you see it moving forward?  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  You know, it's a really interesting -- I think the Australian Open, Golf 

Australia is in a really tough spot, particularly this year, and I've read a lot of the stuff and 

they've been roasted left and right. 

 

I can't sit here and tell you I've got the answer, and I don't have all the information, either.  

So that's hard for me to really criticize a lot of people  if I don't have -- I'm not sitting in on 

their meetings, I'm not sitting in on all the discussions they've had with sponsors or all the 

issues they've had with trying to get players to come play.   

 

So I'm confident that they're putting in great effort to do that, so I'm not going to be critical.  

I'm thrilled with competing against a $7 million tournament in America, a tournament in 

Japan, another big tournament in Europe.  I'm kind of pleased with the job they've done in a 

lot of ways to have what we have in front of us right now.   

 

As golfers, we always wish things were better; we should do this, we should do that.  But 

sometimes their ideas don't have all the information they need, we're not as informed as we 

should be.  We just sit back and go, "They should do this" or "They should do that."   

 

I don't know enough in this case, to be honest, until I sit down -- if I spoke to the board or 

somebody and said, "Hey, why didn't you guys do this idea or why didn't you change this," 

they would probably give me a good reason.  So it's hard for me to be super critical.   

 

I love this event, I'm passionate about it, and I want it to be successful and be as big as it 

can be.  So I come back hoping every year that it's just going to be awesome.  It's 

challenging for them.  They've been handed a really tough spot this year. 

 

Q.  You're in a very good position -- separate from the issue about where the 

tournament is, but you're in a very good position to judge whether the younger 

Australian golfer is as hungry to win this title as you were when you were 25.  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I think last year with Cameron Davis winning, I was thrilled because 

I've been waiting for a while for -- in a way I've been tired of talking about guys my age.  I've 

been waiting for these next young crop of guys to play awesome golf, and he did that. 

 

So there's more out there.  I see it, I watch them on the range, I watch these kids swing, and 

I'm like, "You should be killing it, let's go."   

 

I think Golf Australia is certainly providing them with a lot of -- our elite players, I know 

they're getting everything they need, but the performance -- a sidebar, but I had a really 

great experience this year, I had Jordie Garner come and stay at my house, a young guy 
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from New South Wales.  It was fabulous.  I really enjoyed the mentoring side of it for me 

personally.  I wish I could do more of that.   

 

I played with Connor Fewkes.  Sorry I didn't get his last name properly, but played with him 

and another young man on Tuesday.  It was fantastic.  Like I really enjoyed answering 

questions they had and I wish I could -- in my age bracket, I wish I had more of an avenue to 

do that. 

 

But you're right, I think -- I'm looking for the next crop of young guys who are just going to 

come out and beat everybody, beat Aaron Baddeley, beat everybody. 

 

Q.  I guess my issue is that your vintage cherish this.  We have the Americans coming 

and deciding this would be fantastic.  (Inaudible).  What I'm saying is, are the young 

players -- well, are they driven?  Is the Australian Open as important to them as it was 

your group? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Did you ask them?  Have you asked them?  

 

Q.  Asked what? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I haven't asked them all.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I talk to, if I talk to a young kid, rarely I would say, "Hey, do you really 

want to win?"  I'm assuming at 18 years old or 20 years old you really want to win the 

Australian Open.   

 

I don't get that vibe.  I don't think there are many golfers, to be honest, who don't have that 

mongrel or competitive instinct in them that says, "I really want to win."  There's not many 

that don't have that.  If you want to be elite, you have to have that in you because if you just 

roll up here and make the cut, it doesn't really do anything, it doesn't change your life.  

Winning could do something for you. 

 

But as to that desire, I think -- I can't speak to if they are as -- 

 

Q.  If they were (inaudible) more than other tournaments, you would be aware of that? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Not unless I ran around and asked 50 kids, you know.  I don't know 

how to answer that for you.  Like it's not something we talk about, to be honest.  I just 

assume that they love it. 

 

Q.  Okay.  The vibe of this tournament this year, there's no real excitement of the 

younger (inaudible.)  But the other question I want to ask you --  
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GREG CHALMERS:  I don't understand what you're saying.  Do you want to do cartwheels?  

What do you want to do?  I don't get where you're coming from. 

 

Q.  Have a look at the field. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  What young players are you talking about?  

 

Q.  Just have look at the field, and that's what makes my issue is different.  Another 

question is, who's more important, who holds more weight, the manager or the 

golfer? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  The golfer.  What's the --  

 

Q.  Do you think the golfer ultimately runs his own destiny? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I have, yeah. 

 

Q.  Yeah?  Others?  You have no sense of the managers --  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I'm trying to figure out what you're trying to get at. 

 

Q.  The question is simple enough.  Who has more power, the golfer or the manager? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  The golfer. 

 

Q.  Okay.  That was the question.  That's the answer. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, sure.  My manager's sitting in the back.   

 

Q.  Greg, it's been 20 years since your first win in this tournament.  How do you look 

back on that now, and are there memories or moments that really stand out? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I've got two trophies at home that mean the world to me, and one is 

the little one that I had to pay $3,000 for because I couldn't afford the $10,000 one of the 

Australian Open when they used to charge you for the trophy.  And then the big one, and 

they're both fantastic.   

 

I am going to put heavy money on myself next year because I am the -- I think I win every 

year before the Presidents Cup, so the '98 and '11 I managed to win, so next year's my year.  

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  And how is the back?  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  It's okay, thanks for asking.  I did PRP treatment, which is blood 

spinning.  Inject it back in and off we go, so we'll see.  This is my first event in six months, so 

we'll see how we do.  
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KATHIE SHEARER:  You were saying something that you really love the mentoring part of it 

and you sounded like there are things that you feel you could help the board with. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Not the board, just a shout out to Golf Australia, if they happen to 

listen to this.  I meet in Dallas, they meet in Houston.  I would love to come down and chat.  I 

think there are some hurdles there that young men and women when they're starting out that 

I might be able to help with.  And even if I say 10 things and you only get one, okay, that's 

fine.  I don't know everything, but I might have some information that could help, whether it's 

preparation, travel, what's it like dealing with pressure, surviving for longevity, anything.  I 

would love to do that. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Well, that sounds terrific.  Any more questions?  

 

Q.  2011 here, it's been referred to a few times this week as the pinnacle field we've 

had in the modern era.  Does it make you feel special that you were on top of that and 

does it give you good memories? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Oh, absolutely, yeah.  Like I played a practice round the last couple of 

days and I may not gloat about it but I'll certainly invite -- in my head, I'll be like, that's where 

I hit it, that's where John Senden hit his putt from and it just slipped out at the end on the top 

side.   

 

So I have a vivid memory of a lot of the stuff that went on.  That's part and parcel with 

winning, it's burned in there.  The same with huge disappointments.  There's been times that 

I go back to events and I'm like, "Oh, man, I sucked on this hole."  So yeah, there's definitely 

a lot of that going on this week. 

 

Q.  So a couple parts to this question.  This is a course where your game can win and 

thrive as opposed perhaps to The Australian next door where you need to bash it 

miles.  Does that play into your thinking, that it's a thinking person's course? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, there's the management side of it, but I liked that the length is 

not a major issue.  Clearly I can reach three of the four par 5s pretty comfortably.  Pretty 

much everyone can, I imagine.  That's a nice leveler for everybody because power is so 

important these days, this is one golf course where it's not as important.  It's always going to 

be an advantage, but it's not as important. 

 

Q.  Which brings me to my real question, so someone like Cameron Champ is really 

starting to take the U.S. tour by storm here, and his driving distance, fairy tales when 

you were a kid.  He's driving it way over in excess of like 340 yards. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Um-hmm, 350. 

 

Q.  350.  How can you compete with that?  Is there a problem in the game?  Where do 
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we go? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, great question. 

 

I think -- I've thought a lot about this.  I'm begging and pleading for the USGA and the R&A 

to do a better job, I really am.  I think at what point -- they always seem to be behind, and I 

would love for them at some point, and it's probably going to happen in about 10 years, 

they're going to go, hmm, I think the ball goes too far, or the clubs help to hit the ball too far. 

 

So that is something that I am frustrated about because we always seem to be unwinding 

the clock.  We always have to -- it started with the wedges, the change in grooves, then we 

went long putter.  So they keep unwinding things.  Why can't we get in front of things?  

That's the only thing I wish would happen, they would do a better job sometimes. 

 

Q.  Have you got a solution in the back of your mind? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  No, of course not.  I just sit back and I just throw darts.  No, I don't to 

be honest.  There's lots of options.  I would like to see smarter people than me figure it out 

and look after the game better. 

 

Q.  What would you tell them if you got in the room with the bigwigs? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I'll let you know when I get in the room with them. 

 

Q.  A couple questions.  What are the most important things in this tournament, the 

players or the officials?  In other words, if the players don't support this, I would 

maintain players have the future of this Open in their hands.  If they don't come, the 

best of them, 1 to 164 don't turn out and this becomes a mini Open, this tournament 

like so many other tournaments in Australia will just collapse.  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  So the question was who was the most -- 

 

Q.  Well, is it -- sorry.  Is the future of this tournament in your hands, the players' 

hands, or Golf Australia's hands or sponsors' hands, or is it the players who will 

guide the future? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  I think it's in everybody's hands, don't you?  Like to me, you can have 

the best field in the world, but if Golf Australia doesn't do a great job, then the tournament is 

not going to be as successful. 

 

Q.  But it's going to go on? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Oh, okay.  Are you worried it's just going to stop? 

 

Q.  Yeah, that's what I'm saying. 
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GREG CHALMERS:  Okay, I think I'm kind of excited about next year, the Presidents Cup in 

town, so that gives them a great opportunity to get another great field like they had in 2011.  

Beyond that, it's up to Golf Australia to attract the highest end players.   

 

I think they got the perfect storm.  Obviously you're probably referring to J-Day, Marc 

Leishman and Scotty, right?  I'm not sure, you've got other Australians who could be here, 

like I believe Matt Jones is playing this week at McGladrey because he has to, he's trying to 

keep his job.  And there's a bunch of guys in that category you're probably referring to. 

 

So I can sit here and tell you, I know some of these players and I can tell you why they're not 

here.  All very valid reasons.  So next year that will be different most likely.  Year after that, I 

don't know, probably going to be different as well.  Every year is a new challenge for Golf 

Australia to get the best players they can. 

 

Q.  A challenge for (inaudible)?  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Well, careful how I answer that.  It comes down to how badly -- back 

to your original question, it comes down to how badly you want to have your name on that 

trophy and how much that means to you, and then compared to what it is that is keeping you 

from coming.  Is it a new baby being born?  Is it I need time off?  Or is it, you know what, I'm 

trying to keep my job because I just got my card back.   

 

So there's plenty of different ways to attack it.  As a player, I can tell you what I do.  As I say, 

I really want to go play and what is it that's going to stop me from playing.  For me, it would 

probably be family at some point, but I haven't -- they have -- not they; I come back and play 

for 20 of the last 22 times because I really want to win the Australian Open again.  So it's up 

to other players to decide what they think is important.   

 

Q.  Do you think the PGA Tour, the U.S. PGA Tour has less regard for global golf than 

they should? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  That's interesting.  I would say --  

 

Q.  Can I give you an example?  If they put the World Cup after next week, all the 

things that you just mentioned become legitimate viable reasons why people aren't 

here.  They're playing in McGladrey.  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Right, if they changed the date, right.  So the World Cup would need 

to be -- 

 

Q.  Somewhere else. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Right. 
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Q.  So that we don't clash with Dubai, we don't clash with Dunlop Phoenix? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, Golf Australia got pushed to this date, that's what I heard as 

well. 

 

Q.  It's not just Golf Australia, it's PGA Australia, too.    

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah, I understand.  Everybody has to fit in.  Mark, to me, the PGA 

Tour I'm sure has moments where it's -- it looks after the PGA Tour and that's its edict, that's 

its job.  And so I'm not privy enough to the information on the World Golf Federation and 

how they decide on who does what, where and how.  I don't want to sit here and say they 

should do this and they should do that.  That's a tricky one for me.  I don't know the answer 

to that, to be honest. 

 

Q.  Do you think it's incumbent on them to have a more global aspect of the game?  

 

GREG CHALMERS:  It seems to be always finding that balance between what is best for 

them versus -- and every tour does this, I think.  How do we grow and they've got to a point 

where they can help others and also impact others.  I don't know what the answer is.  

Should they be concerned about -- of course they should.  They are, but they're also very 

concerned about the business side as well. 

 

Q.  You've got a pin on your hat.  We all lost a great mate this year.  Have you got any 

thoughts on that?  And (inaudible) has been played for the next three weeks, it's an 

important time to reflect, isn't it? 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Yeah.  Look, I've said plenty on Jarrod about the quality of human 

being he was.  I think a lot of guys miss him.  My favourite thing is he was a better person 

than he was a golfer, and he was a really good golfer.  Fabulous human being.  I just loved 

how Australian he was.  Loved swearing.  And I bet him one time 100 bucks he couldn't go 

one day without swearing and he lost.  He's a good -- he was such a good man.  Can't do 

enough for him. 

 

KATHIE SHEARER:  Any more questions, ladies and gentlemen?  Thank you for coming.  It 

was interesting. 

 

GREG CHALMERS:  Thanks, guys.  
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