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Pre-Tournament Interview 
13 November 2018 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER 
 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Brandt, fabulous to see you again.  You said that you're just here and 
loving it. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yes, I love it.  Got in Monday morning, so quite a long flight.  It's worth 
it once you're here.  Haven't been here in a few years.  It's great to be back in Australia, my 
favourite place to visit anywhere in the world.  The people are so special down here.  They 
really welcome you with open arms.   
 
Looking forward to playing some golf.  Some of the best golf in the world's down here.  I 
haven't been here in a few years, so it's great to be back and I'm looking forward to a good 
week. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Have you played The Lakes before?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I have not.  I played nine holes yesterday and the last time I played 
the Australian open, I played The Australian right next door, so I didn't have a chance to play 
here last time.  Looking forward to the challenge.  Played nine yesterday, and quite a different 
golf course than the Australian next door, more kind of a placement golf course.  After seeing 
this place on TV, a couple times I've watched the Aussie Open, Greg Chalmers won here.  And 
it's about placing it on the golf course.  It lends itself to my kind of golf, so excited about that 
and excited about the week ahead. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  And what shape is your game in at the moment?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It feels pretty good.  I got off to a great start in the new season.  I had 
a chance to win Safeway on the west coast, should have won and kind of messed that one up.  
Played some overseas and had a couple good weeks overseas, nothing great.  But feel like 
my game's kind of rounding into form where getting back to where I feel like I belong, which is 
a guy who wins on Tour multiple times in a year.  So we'll see how the game's traveling right 
now.  Had some good time at home, got some rest and worked hard on my game, so this week 
should be a lot of fun. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Questions, please? 
 
Q.  Brandt, what are you memories of (inaudible)?     
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, Craig Perry won in 2007.  I remember I lost by a shot.  Had to 
call a penalty on myself on Sunday and it cost me the tournament.  Had a ball move on me 
make in the rough and it was a no-brainer penalty.   
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But it was cool to see Craig win.  Craig's never won the Aussie Open before.  I know he was in 
his 40s at that point, I can't remember how old he was, but it was pretty cool to see him.  The 
emotion to make that par on 18 to win and what a big deal that was for him.  So it was really 
cool to be a part of that and have a chance to win an Australian Open.   
 
I realize the importance of this tournament on the grand scale with the history in the game of 
golf.  This is one of those premier championships, so I'm excited to be back here trying to put 
my name on the trophy and trying to kind of -- got close in '07.  Glad to be back and have a 
chance again.  
 
Q.  And the course yesterday, nine holes? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I played the back nine, so it was more the (inaudible) 
placement side of the golf course.  Really cool undulations, and the green complexes here are 
very difficult.  It's one of those places where you have to put the ball in the right spots on the 
greens to give yourself chances.   
 
If the wind blows, though, it's going to be survival.  Days like today, I guess they're relatively 
common here.  So the wind blowing 20, 30 miles an hour, got to get the ball in play, put it on 
the green and kind of survive and then take advantage of the par 5s.  Par 5s there on the back 
nine, make birdies and kind of counteract the few battles you're going to have with the wind 
blowing and stuff. 
 
Q.  (Question about attracting players to the event.)   
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  You know, it's tough.  You know, the scheduling becomes more and 
more important with how you line things up.  I don't know the back story of how you would go 
about changing dates and that kind of thing.  It's very complicated, more than I would even 
venture to guess, I'm sure.  I think the general rule of players, we don't see the forest through 
the trees.  I see how it affects my world in little small way.  I don't know the inner workings of 
how this actually gets put together.   
 
The dates are really critical for any tournament to survive.  I think having stretches of -- good 
stretches of golf together makes it easier for guys to make trips to play tournaments.  I don't 
know what the schedule looks like after this or before this, to be honest with you, so I couldn't 
tell you where that lines up, but I think that's a huge factor.   
 
Another huge factor's the golf course.  If the golf course lends itself to great champions, I think 
people will follow.  And then word of mouth from players.  Players go down there and have a 
great time, come back and talk about it and it ends up traveling pretty quickly. 
 
Q.  Generally speaking, do players want to travel internationally?   
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BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think in the world of golf, you have to travel now, it's a worldwide 
game.  Our sport is not centralized as much as players like to think it is.  It's not centralized in 
the U.S. anymore.  I think the PGA TOUR especially is growing internationally.  That's where 
the growth of the game is going to be.  If you're going to be in the game of golf, you have to 
travel around the world to play golf.   
 
I love doing it, it's part of why I love my job, to go see places.  I'm staying in Sydney Harbour 
this week and playing the golf course here, doesn't get much better than that.  So I've got no 
problem traveling and doing that.   
 
I think most of the young guys now on Tour realize that.  I think there was -- as the younger 
guys come out and are playing world golf, it's just part of the deal.  I don't see it going the other 
way where it's going to be no travel.  I see it going the opposite way, I see it having more 
travel. 
 
Q.  Have you seen the names on the trophy and does that mean something to you? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I saw quite a few of the names on the trophy.  I was looking at 
it, quite an impressive list.  A, it's a really cool trophy to look at, it's historical and pretty and 
gorgeous.  But you see the names on it, there's lots of Hall of Famers, there's lots of major 
winners, lots of historically very important people in the game of golf with their name on that 
trophy.  You can tell this tournament's done a great job of identifying great champions, and 
that's what you look for when you go play in a golf tournament.  You know, can you go down 
there and play a golf course, play the best and the -- you get a good idea real quickly if it really 
does hold up and this tournament is one that does hold up. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I totally do.  I had some injury issues and just didn't play up to 
my par.  I might have won a couple times, but I know what kind of player I can be and I know 
where I am.  I made some changes in the last year (inaudible.)  Okay, trust myself to be great 
or I fail miserably, but I'm not going to be in the middle.  I feel like I've really done a lot of hard 
work and made a lot of tough decisions to get myself back to being a top-10 player in the 
world, being where I feel I belong and win golf tournaments.  Great to see it come through at 
Safeway so quick late in the year.  Won at Wyndham and I made the changes right after that 
and really wanted to get back to where I could play great at Safeway.  Looking forward to 
seeing more of that.  Just feel like my long game can get to where it can survive, just get a little 
bit sharper, better.  The short game's as good as it's ever been.  So excited about this next 
year and what I think I'm capable of. 
 
Q.  What will we see in the changes, and secondly, Presidents Cup, is that on your 
radar? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Totally, yeah.  Just trying to get my swing where -- kind of back to 
where it was four, five years ago.  Got a little technical.  Try to get back to more of a free 
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swing, a little longer swing.  A little bit more -- as I get older, things kind of get shorter and 
tighter.  Try to do the opposite, get a little bit longer and try to get a little more speed just 
naturally, not trying to swing it hard; just bigger turn, the club in a more natural position, a lot 
less restriction, a lot more freedom and let my natural talent come through.   
 
The strength of my game is my hands, I've got great touch around the green, I'm a great 
putter, so why not use (inaudible) my golf swing.  So with that, there's going to be some good 
weeks and bad week, but I think my good weeks are going to be a lot better than my bad ones, 
so I'm excited about that.  I saw firsthand at Safeway what to do and am excited with this 
week, too. 
 
Q.  Presidents Cup? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Presidents Cup is obviously huge on my radar.  Two things at the 
beginning of the year, Presidents Cup, Ryder Cup team, whichever year it is, and the TOUR 
Championship.  If I can check those two things off the list, that means I've had a pretty darn 
good year.  You're going to have to win golf tournaments to do that, you're going to have to be 
successful throughout the course of the year, and if you do those things, you've had a pretty 
darn good year.  So that's kind of where I start every year.  And haven't been able to do it the 
last couple years, but going to try to get back to those things. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Thank you, thank you for coming in, and we hope to see you again. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Sunday night is more important, right?  


