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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
21 October 2018      
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -21) 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  I would like to welcome Brooks Koepka, the 2018 CJ Cup at Nine 
Bridges champion.   
 
Brooks, what an amazing day, started the day with a four-shot lead, got reeled in by the 
chasing pack and winning by four.  What's the feeling right now?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  It's amazing to grind out today.  Didn't get off to the best start that I 
wanted and I felt like I was one up on Poulter after about four or five holes, and next thing 
you know I look on 8 and tied with Gary.  Gary played a hell of a round.  To play that back 
nine as well as I did, I didn't even know I shot 29, but that's pretty cool. 
 
It's amazing to go World No. 1 on a win I think is something I've always wanted to do.  It's 
something I always wanted to earn my way to No. 1 in the world and I felt like if I played and 
won, that would be exactly how I could draw it up.  To do that this week has been special. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  This is your fifth PGA TOUR victory, your 12th win in seven 
different countries, your first in South Korea.  When you look back at your journey in the 
game, what emotions go through you right now?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  It's unbelievable.  I look at where I started, my first pro start was in 
Switzerland and I don't think I could have said six years later that I would be No. 1 in the 
world.  I think it's incredible.  All these places I've won at, we saw a stat yesterday where it 
was I've cracked the top 1,000, 500, 400, 300 and so on, so on, I only cracked any -- I think 
the top-10 in the United States, everywhere else has been in a different country and it's 
probably fitting that I did it in Korea.  But it's a cool feeling.  I can't wait to come back next 
year, this golf course is fantastic.  It's so much fun to, play.  It really challenged you.  I'm so 
happy now, I don't even know what to says. 
 
Q.  So you have had three wins in the past 11 tournaments, so I'm sure your game is 
strong in all areas, but what is working for you especially and is there a point where 
you kind of thought that you were in really good form and there was a turnaround for 
you? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  At Colonial I felt like I found something that was kind of my a-ha 
moment.  I played really well and Rosy just played that much better, but I felt leaving that 
event that I was very close to peaking and doing exactly what I wanted to do.  Then I didn't 
even realize three of the last 11 you said I won, which is pretty incredible.  It's a pretty cool 
run and especially starting this year off not to press but pretty close to it, and to be here now 
is incredible.  My putting was so good this week.  I felt like I hit the ball average enough, but 
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my putting was very impressive this week, I don't think I missed anything that I felt I should 
have made.  So I was very pleased with my game and hopefully it carries over into next 
week. 
 
Q.  So initially during the interview before the first round you said that you didn't 
believe in superstitions or you didn't have a particular jinx that you believe, but you 
did catch that fish and you said that hopefully you'll win, so you now believe 
superstition? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, no, I don't.  I don't know.  I mean, I keep catching fish all the time 
back at my house.  Hopefully if you think that works, then I'm all for it, but I've got no 
superstitions.  
 
Q.  If you look at your average score per round in this event, it seems like your scores 
were getting lower and lower and getting better and better as the round proceeded, so 
do you think that was psychological or technical?  What was working for you that 
allowed you to keep lowering your score every round? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I just think the first day was always going to be the high round.  With 
the difficulty of the winds, it wasn't an easy golf course and all you were trying to do is keep 
yourself around on Thursday and then I guess you get a little more comfortable with the golf 
course.  I wouldn't say I played any better, I thought yesterday I hit it a little better.  Today I 
definitely hit it a lot better than I did on Friday, but I'm very pleased with the way I played.  
You understand a little bit more the green complexes and where to miss it every time you're 
playing the golf course, so you're always learning something and as long as you can pick up 
on something, hopefully your scores keep improving.  This week was just my week. 
 
Q.  So on 16 you made a chip-in birdies and it looked like you were that pretty low 
position so you couldn't really see the green.  So how far were you from the hole, 
what club did you hit it with and how did you feel afterwards?   
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Obviously didn't hit the best of drives putting it in that bunker.  In the 
bunker, didn't have the greatest of lies and then hit that left and the chip was probably 
25 yards.  It was a great lie, it couldn't have been sitting any better, everything was going 
with me and the ball was sitting up pretty high.  I knew I put some spin on it, but where I had 
to land it was left-to-right slope and then it was downslope and it just kept feeding away.   
 
All I was trying to do was make sure it got on that bottom tier.  If it got on that bottom tier, it 
was probably going to be no more than eight feet away.  My caddie even said right before I 
hit the shot, you know, "This is the one you need to hole," or "You're going to make this."  He 
never really says that, but this time he was right, which was nice.   
 
But I knew it was good when I hit it, I just didn't know it was going to be in.  For that to drop 
definitely felt like I had won the tournament right then and there. 
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Q.  Brooks, you've won three majors, in Korea now you're World No. 1 as well today.  
How do you reset your goals moving forward?  Does the FedExCup come to mind as 
well seeing as you've made the perfect start to the new 2018-19 PGA TOUR season? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I'm 1-1 this year, which is nice.  I keep the same goals through 
the calendar year.  On January 1 I go to the beach in the morning and go write down my 
goals and figure them out for the calendar year, but I just need to finish this year off.  I've got 
next week and I would like to -- coming out the first week as No. 1, I'd like to really play well, 
really kind of focus in and make sure my game is in a good place so this offseason I can 
really get to it and be prepared and stay healthy.   
 
That's been the big thing, I need to be healthy to be able to play all these events, play all the 
majors.  Missing four months, you're not going to do very well in the FedExCup, so you need 
to be patient, be healthy and keep doing what I'm doing and be there at the end of it. 
 
Q.  So, first of all, I would like to congratulate you on your win.  Last year when Justin 
won, he won this event and then he topped the Money List.  So I would like to know 
what your goals and plans are for this season and how you plan to achieve that goal.  
That's the first question.  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Just keep doing what I'm doing.  I've got a good team behind me.  I've 
got a good game plan as I have right now, keep things simple with my golf swing, swing 
doesn't change.  I'm still working on the same things with my coaches that I've worked on 
from day one, so they're not going to change anything.  I'm not going to let them change 
anything.  We just keep trying to find ways to improve a little bit and whether it be course 
management or just understanding my game a little bit more, I think that's been the big 
thing.  I understand my golf game, I understand how to get it done.  That's what the big 
difference is. 
 
Q.  The second question is at the PGA Championship you won by holing a birdie putt 
against Tiger Woods and then today you won by holing an eagle putt.  How do you at 
that moment kind of overcome the pressure and stress? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I just think pressure is all what you put on yourself.  I can create 
pressure even when I'm home practicing if I set up a consequence or a bad shot.  I think 
pressure comes from fear.  I think if you start thinking about the result or what might happen 
if you do something, that's the only time there's pressure because if you get any of these 
guys out here on the driving range, they can all flag it, they can all do whatever.  Then all of 
a sudden consequences start coming into play and you start seeing trouble, you're worried 
about it.  But if they just step up on the range, they'll flag it all day.   
 
So I'm not thinking about what's going to happen if I hit this shot or if I hit this close and 
make birdie here I can, you know, turn this into three birdies.  I'm not thinking that.  I'm just 
thinking, okay, how do I get it close to the flag or whatever I'm trying to aim it, get it there 
and then make the putt.  I'm not thinking about anything else or what might come of it. 
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Q.  So the season is now really in full swing, so how many events are you planning to 
play this season and what are some of the more important events do you think in 
terms of keeping your ranking as World No. 1? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Well, if I want to stay No. 1, I need to play all four majors, I need to 
play four WGCs, and from then on play a couple golf courses I like and a couple places that 
suit me and hopefully get to 22 events or something like that.   
 
But I need to play well in the majors, that's been my key.  That's been something that I've 
created a pattern in the majors and I just need to keep improving.  I haven't figured out 
Augusta yet and I'm looking forward to finally going back and trying to figure out how to 
really take advantage of that golf course because I feel with my game I definitely can.  And 
then just looking to come back to all the majors that I've won -- the PGA, U.S. Open -- and 
hopefully defend those again and then finish it off with a good showing at the British.  I love 
links golf, so it's a tournament I'm always looking forward to every year.  Those are the key 
events.  If you can sprinkle in a few wins on some regular Tour events, that's great, but you 
need to really make sure you show up at the majors.  
 
Q.  So it was pretty cutthroat today up until the last couple of holes.  When you're in 
sort of contention, there's that competition, do you check the leaderboard and your 
position, and if you don't, why not? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I always look at it.  I feel it's fun to watch.  You're out there for 
five hours and the only way I know how I'm doing is to look at it.  I'm not concerned whether 
I'm one back, two up, whatever it might be.  It's not going to change my approach.  Maybe 
the final few holes if I'm trying to chase or do that, but if I've got the lead, I'm just going to 
stick to what I'm doing, stick to what works for me and keep giving myself good looks.   
 
I knew I was -- I would be even with Gary and then I birdied the par 5 to go up one and 
birdied the par 3 to go up two and we were kind of -- I was one ahead.  I just felt like 
birdieing 15 was a big key and obviously chipping in on 16 was kind of the one that did it for 
me.  But I always felt like I was in control, I felt like I was playing good and I felt like he 
was -- he played a great round, but I always felt like I was in control, which is a good feeling 
and hopefully that continues into next week. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Brooks, thanks for coming in.  You're a great champion and 
congratulations for winning the CJ Cup at Nine Bridges.  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Thank you. 
  


