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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
20 October 2018      
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -13) 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome Brooks Koepka in the media center.  Brooks, third round 67 for a 
four-shot lead in the final round.  Give us your assessment of the day. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I felt like I played pretty solid today, still putted very well, put the ball in 
good spots to give myself good chances.  Avoided the bunkers because they can be very 
penalizing, but just need to keep doing what I'm doing.  My wedge game was pretty poor 
today.  These fairways, they're so tight.  Sometimes you can just try to trap it and de-loft it 
and the ball was definitely traveling today.  A little warmer so the ball was going a little 
further, but just clean that wedge game up, everything should be fine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Talk a little bit about the birdies coming home, birdies on 14, 17, 18 to give 
you that little push into the last day.  How important were those birdies?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, that was nice.  To drive it on the green there on 14 was nice.  I 
was laughing with my caddie, I think for about five holes in a row, five or six holes in a row 
felt like we had 40-footers on every putt and kind of had to make some five- or six-footers.  
Coming in there to birdie 17, 18 was big and even to save par on 16 from a poor drive, from 
an awkward two-putt was definitely the momentum I needed to kind of make those last two 
birdies.  
 
Q.  So until No. 8 you had no birdies, but you had a lot of birdie opportunities that you 
missed.  Did that make you impatient at all?  What were you kind of thinking up until 
that point?  And so were you trying to be more aggressive on No. 9 because you felt 
you needed to turn your game around? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yes, I had a lot of opportunities those first eight holes, but I didn't feel 
like they were good opportunities.  I felt like I didn't hit a couple putts and if I did, then I 
would finally make them.  I hit some good putts, but sometimes that happens, you hit some 
good putts and you've just got to keep grinding through it and know that eventually odds are 
I'll make a few.  Yeah, going to 9, I like the back nine, I like the way it sets up, I knew that 
there was some good chances.  No. 9 I just hit a poor drive, but I knew I could still go for it 
and hit a good shot in there and two-putted my way to a nice birdie that kind of kicked things 
off there for 10 and birdieing the rest of them.  So I'm pleased with that, but I never get 
impatient, I never get anxious.  I don't worry about anything.  I'm trying my best and whether 
I shoot 67 or whether I shoot 75 I can walk away always and say that I tried my hardest. 
 
Q.  First of all, good game today.  Can you tell us about how you're feeling about your 
wedge shots on No. 1 and No. 2? 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I thought I hit a pretty good wedge shot on No. 1, it's just a 
downhill slope from where I was hitting and a little downwind and it carried a little bit further.  
Sometimes the first hole is kind of a test to see how the day's going to be, you know, with 
wind direction, how far the ball's going to fly, things like that.  But I did it with wedges all day, 
maybe all week, too.  The fairways are so tight that I end up trying to trap it a little harder to 
make sure I hit the ball first and de-loft the club and the ball's going to go an extra five yards.  
My wedge game's been pretty poor this week.  If I'm honest, I think I've hit them all left just 
about every time.  You could see it on 8, 15 and 1 even the same thing.  So I need to clean 
that up and just trust it. 
 
Q.  Of the 14 clubs you have in your bag, how many are you using in this event and 
how many did you use for your two major wins? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  All of them.  That's why we've got 14, you need all of them at some 
point, whether it be off the tee, there's a lot of drivers and 3-irons here, a couple 3-woods 
depending on the wind.  But I think I've hit every club this week.  It all depends on these pin 
locations whether you want to hit driver off the tee or lay back with 3-wood and 3-iron.  No. 
11's a great example of that.  I've chosen not to be aggressive off the tee and I'm just going 
to hit it left.  I trust my iron player, I'm one of the best iron players and just got to have faith in 
that and that I'll hit the green in there to a few feet.  Yeah, that's just one hole out here where 
I'm not being aggressive, but I would say all of them are being used. 
 
Q.  Obviously you're a long hitter.  How much weight do you put on your swing?  Do 
you shift all your weight onto your golf swing?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I don't know, I don't think about it.  I don't know.  I've never once 
thought about it, it's like asking if you breathe in or out when you swing.  It's kind of one of 
those questions. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think he's asking whether you put 100 percent or -- 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I never go 100 percent.  I mean, if I did, I have no idea where the 
ball would go.  I know it would go a long ways, but it would probably go sideways, too.  I 
would say I probably go 85 percent, just a guess, somewhere around there. 
 
Q.  Curious with your driver shots, do you control your distance with your driver 
shots as well? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Kind of, to answer that question.  I think my stock driver, just a normal 
one, I've got one that will carry 305 and I've got one that if I need to hit the fairway, I've got 
one that just always starts down the left-hand side and slides back, but that doesn't carry 
very far.  Well, it carries 290 probably.  Then if I need to carry something at 315 I know I 
have it in the tank where I can hit a long ways.  I don't know how far that one carries, but if I 
need to, I'll give it a whack.  
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MODERATOR:  Brooks, you have a chance to go to World No. 1 this week with solo second 
or better.  Is that an added incentive for you to go for the win?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, yeah, that would be nice.  It was something I wanted to do, I 
always wanted to become World No. 1 in a week that I was playing.  I thought like I could 
really earn it and not have a week off where it just so happens that you bump up.  No, it 
would be very special, and to do it here would be nice and hopefully get to World No. 1 and 
cap it off with a win, I don't think there would be much better. 
 
Q.  Was there any conflict in the schedule for you, did you have to reschedule any 
events to attend this event, and do you think that more players are becoming 
interested in the Asian swing? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, no, I didn't have to change my schedule, this was always on 
there.  Obviously with being pretty close to Justin, him winning last year and coming back 
saying nothing but great things about this golf course, the venue, the people, everything's 
been fantastic.  I can attest just from being here that it's an event I would like to come back 
to for a long time.  It's a fun event, fun golf course and the people have been nothing but 
respectful and nice.  It's really enjoyable to be here. 
 
Q.  Do you think more players will become more interested in the Asian swing? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I think it's a great opportunity with having more events over 
here.  To come over here and play for multiple weeks, you can come over here for three, 
four weeks and that can be your fall event.  I enjoy coming -- Asia's one of my favorite 
places to come.  We've done so many vacations in Asia and I love the culture, I love the 
people.  It's one of my favorite places to come.  So to have the opportunity to come over 
here and actually play golf in front of you guys is enjoyable. 
  


