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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
18 October 2018      
 
SUNGJAE IM ( +1) 
 
 
Q.  How was your first round in Korea? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  From the beginning there was a lot of wind so it was hard to control the 
ball. Also ,I made a few mistakes on the green so I started to lose focus. I was a bit out of 
sorts, but I’m satisfied with how I finished the round. 
 
Q.   What was it like playing together with Brooks Koepka and Justin Thomas? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I think both of them made some mistakes because of the wind. So 
everyone was rooting for them.  
 
Q: What can you learn from them?  
 
SUNGJAE IM:  Their short game is strong. When there is an opportunity to save shots, 
Justin takes advantage of those opportunities and his short game is strong. And I think 
Brooks is mentally very strong. I don’t think he really loses focus.  
 
Q: What is your game plan for the next three days?  
 
SUNGJAE IM:  If the winds are strong during the remaining three days, then I think I’m 
going to have to really think before I hit the ball. I don’t think I really thought through my 
shots and that led to a couple of mistakes. I made a ridiculous mistake when I was hitting 
into a headwind. I’m going to be more wary of holes with headwind and consult more with 
my caddy.  
 
Q: What do you think you could have done differently today? What are you going 
to work on? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I think all my shots were ok. I think I need to practice on saving par when 
I miss the green. I think I also need to work on my approach and bunker shots. I plan to 
work on my short game.  
 
Q: What did you think about the driving distance of Thomas and Brooks? 
 
SUNGJAE IM: I think Thomas mostly hit the ball low today so there wasn’t a big difference 
between me and Thomas. The ball trajectory was clearly high when Brooks hit the ball. I 
think on average his driving distance was about 20 yards longer, whether or not there is 
a headwind. 
 
Q: At times, did you feel intimidated? 
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SUNGJAE IM:  I mean, sure you do feel a bit intimidated because you’re playing with the 
world’s top players. But later on, I think I adjusted.  
 
Q: You did seem more stable in the latter part of your game. What was different? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  In the beginning, I was a bit disoriented, but later on in the course I was 
able to concentrate. At one point my score was +4 and I thought to myself, let’s get it I 
down to at least +2 or +1.  I ‘m glad the game ended the way I wanted. 
 
Q: You recorded three consecutive bogeys after making a mistake on hole 18. What 
happened after hole 18? 
 
 SUNGJAE IM:  The ball landed in a perfect spot. I thought the wind was strong so I 
aimed the ball to the far right, but it carried over and fell into the hazard. It was very 
disappointing. I was disappointed because I thought it could have been a turning point for 
me. The wind was really hard to read. It was really confusing. I think what happened on 
the 18th hole had an impact on the following holes. There wasn’t any tailwind. There was 
a lot of headwind and crosswind making it hard to control the ball. 
 
Q: When you made a mistake hitting a tee shot, did Brooks or Thomas give you any 
advice? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  They were real gentlemen on the course. If I hit the ball well, they would 
say “good shot” and encouraged me. They both complimented me a lot.  
 
 
Q: Why did you play aggressively? 
 
SUNGJAE IM:  I played more aggressively in the latter part of the game. I had to save 
shots, but I was losing shots so I tried my best not to lay up. I tried to lay up hole 8, but 
my driver shot was luckily spot on and I was able to roll in an eagle putt. 
 
  


