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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
17 October 2018      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Please help me welcome in the defending champion of The CJ Cup at Nine 
Bridges, Justin Thomas.   
 
Justin, welcome back to Jeju Island, welcome back to Korea.  You obviously had an exciting 
finish last year winning in a playoff.  How does it feel to be back?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I'm very excited, very happy to be back.  It's a place that I 
obviously have a lot of good memories at.  Last year was a fun year, a great event.  It was 
very well run and it ended up being a fabulous tournament as well with Leish and I going into 
a playoff.  There's a lot of people that had a chance to win and I was fortunate to hit a couple 
good shots when I needed them and it's always cool to get a win at an inaugural event. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you had a great start to the season last week at the CIMB finishing T-5.  
How do you keep that momentum going despite the time change and despite all the travel? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah.  Well, luckily, I don't worry too much about the time change.  
We're only an hour different from Malaysia, so the jetlag hasn't been too much.  I'm getting 
more and more accustomed to it each day, so I'm sure I'll be ready to go right in time when I 
have to leave.   
 
But yeah, I played well on Sunday last week.  I really didn't play very well Thursday, Friday 
or Saturday, so to get a quality top-5 finish in a good tournament like that with far from my 
best stuff is sometimes just as much as a positive as it is winning.  So hopefully I'm kind of 
able to feed off of that a little bit here.    
 
MODERATOR:  You're popular among the Korean fans here.  How have they been treating 
you out here on the course? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I'm very thankful and very appreciative of all the support I've 
gotten from all the Korean fans.  It's pretty overwhelming honestly because I guess I don't 
technically know what I've done to deserve it, but I'm very appreciative of it.   
 
Last year playing was a very cool experience for me.  This year I'm hoping for more of the 
same.  But yeah, I said that last year in my interview afterwards, thanking all the fans and 
there was a great turnout and I'm sure we're going to get a great turnout this week, so I'm 
excited to see all the same people. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'll open it up for questions. 
 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.)  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I don't think the green was necessarily too soft.  It was the same 
condition as the rest of the golf course, it's just the wind is so strong that the difference of 
into the wind and downwind plays a huge role and that hole was into the wind so the ball 
was landing a lot softer than a hole that was, say, downwind.  I think that's something that 
plays a huge role and a huge difference in how the ball lands and how it reacts. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.)  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No.  I mean, my shoes or my feet, they're kind of -- I'm sure as you've 
noticed, they're kind of off the ground when I hit, so anything possible to keep my feet in the 
ground to keep them more stable is going to be helpful for me.  Often, when I don't play with 
metal spikes my back foot, it will slip out from underneath me and these spikes help with 
that.   
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.)   
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Probably 30 percent, 20 percent. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It doesn't affect anything.  At the end of the day, I'm still here to try to 
win a golf tournament, I'm still here to try to play the best that I can.  Just the fact that I won 
last year, the previous year just maybe gives me more positive vibes.  It gives me different 
positive memories that I have or things that I can maybe look back on.  But as a whole, it 
definitely doesn't change my expectations or change anything I'm trying to do.  I'm just 
maybe able to feed off some things that I learned from last year. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I played nine holes yesterday and then I just played the pro-am today, 
so I played 27 holes.  The course is in great condition again, I don't really see much 
difference.  The rough I would definitely say is not quite as long as it was last year, not as 
penal, so there's still a premium on hitting the fairway because of how windy it is and how 
severe the greens are, you have to be in the right sections.  So there's still a premium on 
hitting the fairway, which is going to be our main focus this week, but no, the course is very, 
very similar to last year. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, the thing about wind is I don't think that you can necessarily play 
a practice round and say, okay, when it's like this, I'm going to do this kind of thing because 
it changes so much.  It's always windy here, it's just a matter of how windy.  It was very 
windy yesterday, it was very windy today.  It's really just about hitting your shots solidly, 
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starting them online and make sure you're missing it in the correct spots if you miss it 
because it is going to be difficult for everybody and it's really just more about hitting golf 
shots and feeling it out there as opposed to just more fundamentals and making sure 
everything's right like it is when there's no wind. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah.  Well, the tournament was great last year.  Anytime that you can 
feel welcome coming to a tournament or anytime that you can get treated as well as we 
were treated, all of us were, that's going to be appealing for us to come back to. 
 
You know, just how easy the transportation was for us from the airport to the hotel and from 
the hotel to the golf course every day, and take care of our travel and just making sure 
everything is organized, on time and everything was great last year.  So that's something 
that is behind the scenes that's probably not seen as much by you guys but that we really 
appreciate.   
 
I like the food over here, the Korean beef is pretty hard to beat.  We've really enjoyed that, 
me and some of my buddies that we've been eating with here.  Yeah, anytime I can have 
good food, I'm a happy person.  
 
Q.  JT, this is the hardest course on Tour from around-the-greens stats last year.  How 
much do you think was due to the wind factor last year or was it due to the designs of 
the green and the surrounding areas? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I think it's a little bit of both.  The ball, it has a tendency to not sit in great 
spots around the greens.  You know, it always seems to kind of fall away or seems to go 
down into a bunker, or if you are in the fairway, then you have -- it's a hard time kind of 
spinning it just getting it on those down-slopes and stuff, so that makes it very difficult.  But 
putting is so hard in this wind.  You can have a two- or three-footer and if the wind picks up, 
you're not going to make it and that's just the fact of the matter.  So that also goes into the 
statistics because you're not making as many putts, percentages aren't going to be as high.  
So a lot goes into it, but the wind is definitely a huge factor, but the design of the golf course 
and the greens are also very influential. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's going to be a great pairing.  We're definitely going to have a big 
following and it won't be for Brooks or myself, that's for sure.  BK and I have been friends for 
a long time now and for us to play together here, this is his first time to Korea for this event, 
so it will be fun to enjoy that with him.  It will be cool.   
 
Playing with Moon last year in his first event back and all the media and all the fans out 
supporting him is something very similar that I'm sure we're going to experience the first two 
days.  Hopefully, we'll go out there and play some good golf and give you all something fun 
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to watch at least. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I just met him on the way here, but I don't know -- I never talked to him, 
I never -- I don't really know anything about him other than he's really, really good at golf and 
he had a great year last year, so he's very deserving to be in this tournament.  Just following 
some of my close buddies and some of the other results on the Web and I know that he kind 
of dominated the Money List all last year.  So he's obviously a very consistent, very solid 
player.  Yeah, it will be exciting to see his game in person. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean, no translation.) 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, in terms of my goals, I don't share those with anybody, I keep 
those between my team and myself.  I've done that every year since my rookie year, so you 
can find out at the end of this season. 
 
But in terms of disappointments for last year, I mean, they're not -- not winning a major is 
definitely one.  Not having -- felt like I had a pretty good chance there to win the FedExCup if 
I could have just -- I just really, really played poorly in Atlanta.  Otherwise, I felt like I could 
have had a chance to win that tournament.   
 
But I definitely don't look at last year as a disappointment.  Three wins and getting my first 
WGC was definitely more consistent last year.  My statistics improved in a lot of categories 
that I wanted to.  My main goal that I have every year of getting better every year was 
accomplished, so hopefully we can do that again this year. 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to thank Justin for his time and good luck this week. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thank you. 
  


