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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
17 October 2018      
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA 
 
 
Q.  First question, how closely have you watched Anirban compete in the Presidents 
Cup? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  I watched a lot of it the last two years.  Both years I was playing 
a tournament and both years we were in Taiwan, but I remember watching the singles and 
the first two days as well.  So I thought he played really well in Korea and last year as well.  
So yeah, I think he's had a good run in the Presidents Cup. 
 
Q.  Did you talk to him about his experience in the Presidents Cup? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  Yes.  The first time he finished the Presidents Cup, he played in 
Macau right after that so we had this tradition of having like a big Indian dinner in Macau so 
he was there as well two days after the Presidents Cup.  So we all spoke with him and he's 
always nice, he always has nice things to say, so it's always good when I catch up with him. 
 
Q.  And then you told us the story about meeting Ernie at the clinic, but we're just 
wondering how did that impact your pursuit of professional golf? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  Yeah, that impacted me in a big way.  I still remember the day 
very well.  I traveled a long way just to get to Delhi and to watch that tournament.  I walked 
with Ernie first round and I think after the second round is when he had his clinic.  There 
were so many kids there and I was one of the lucky ones to go up to him and say hi and 
then obviously hit a few shots with his 9-iron.  So that definitely pushed me and inspired me 
to get where I am today.  And he gave me his card, he signed his card and gave it to me and 
he said, "You'll be a good player one day, just keep working hard."  So we were talking 
about it yesterday and it's always nice when I remember that day. 
 
Q.  And then there are many countries where golf is really starting to emerge, like 
India, with the Olympics and other efforts to grow the game in these countries.  Do 
you see the International Team becoming more formidable in the future with the 
Presidents Cup? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  I definitely think so, especially with the next Presidents Cup is 
going to be huge with Ernie and Tiger being the captains.  I feel like we've come really close 
in the past few years.  The International Team could have pulled off a great win in Korea and 
a few other times that we've gotten in the past.  I feel like if we can manage to win a few in 
the next few years, the Presidents Cup will definitely be -- I don't know if it will be as big as 
the Ryder Cup, but it will definitely be very close to it and we'll definitely have a competition 
at hand in the coming years. 
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Q.  Where does playing in the Presidents Cup specifically for Ernie as a captain fall on 
your list of goals? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  It definitely ranks in the top three with the majors and with the 
WGCs.  Playing the Presidents Cup would be a huge honor.  Anirban has done it, and if both 
of us can make the team, that will be the icing on the cake.  Obviously we'll have more and 
more fans back home in India.  We have more than a billion people in India and it may be a 
few percent of them will probably follow the Presidents Cup if we do make it.  I think it will be 
great for our country and for golf back in Asia and in India. 
 
Q.  And then Ernie's swing is so effortless.  What is one part of his game you admire, 
you would take away? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  I think his rhythm and his tempo.  He's just hitting balls right in 
front of me right now and I think he's just had such an amazing tempo and he has this ease 
about him and he's had that for so many years.  I was just watching, just seeing this picture 
of him in 2008 and he hasn't changed a bit.  Even his swing looks as smooth as it has ever 
been.  I think that is one thing that especially a young golfer like me would like to take in.  
He's like 49 and if I can have the same swing when I'm somewhere around 40, I'll be very 
blessed. 
 
Q.  And then you're heading over to Australia for the World Cup.  Have you played 
Royal Melbourne before or any plans to play it while you're there. 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  No, I haven't played Royal Melbourne before, but let's see.  I 
don't know if we'll get time that week, but I've seen it on TV, I've seen that golf course and I 
know it's one of the best golf courses in Australia, so really looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  Do you remember how you hit his 9-iron? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  Yeah, I do.  I hit it really good.  So there was like a 100-yard 
board on the range and I hit both my shots, landed right next to the board.  I think one hit the 
board and one landed right next to it.  The crowd was clapping and it was quite a good 
moment for me.  I was only 11 years old then.  That really inspired me and I was really 
happy, I was really excited at that time that I hit two good shots because there were two or 
three kids before me that tried to hit it and they couldn't really connect.  It was his club, it 
was like a heavy 9-iron, so just to hit those two shots was very special and that made my 
day. 
 
Q.  And then do you still have the autograph? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  I still do have it, yes.  I still do have it back home. 
 
Q.  Talk about the experience of playing with Ernie yesterday.  What did you get out 
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from that nine-hole session with him and what were sort of the questions you were 
asking him about the Presidents Cup especially? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  Yeah, we were just chatting a lot about his life on tour for so 
many years and just traveling so much and just normal stuff like that.  He said he's so happy 
that kids like me are coming up now and that the International Team is actually looking really 
strong.  That's what we talked about.  We feel like we have a really good chance in the 
coming Presidents Cup, which is great to see.  He was obviously very happy and I think he's 
a great captain and definitely we'll have a great team together. 
 
Q.  Just back to the PGA TOUR, another no-cut event here for you and then next week 
again, a great week last week, top-10, although I'm sure you would have wanted to 
finish higher.  What do you take away from last week and how much are you looking 
forward to here this week? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  Only good things, positives to take away from last week.  It's 
always good when you're in contention at a PGA TOUR event and I've been lucky enough to 
be in contention twice this year, leading off the three days in both the tournaments.  So I just 
want to take positives.  A top-10 finish is never bad on the PGA TOUR even though I would 
have liked to be slightly higher than that, but I just want to take positives out of last week.  I 
feel like my game's in a good spot and I have two more weeks, this week and next week as 
well, so try and do my best and we'll see how it goes. 
 
Q.  What is the one thing that you can take away from that Sunday experience?  You 
sort of got out of it, got back into it and then just fell away a little bit.  What can you 
learn from that? 
 
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA:  It was just a grind out there on Sunday.  I didn't get back to the 
best of starts, especially with Marc making so many birdies.  I was really happy with the way 
I came back with four birdies.   
 
There was like a small wait on the 11th and that kind of got me back out of the zone and hit 
a few bad shots coming in.  But again, even until the end I was fighting and trying to make a 
few putts in the end.  I know even one birdie would have gotten me tied for the finish.  That's 
how close it is at the top on the PGA TOUR.  Just a lot to learn and take away for the next 
few weeks. 
  


