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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
17 October 2018      
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA 
 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome Hideki Matsuyama of Japan to the interview room.   
 
Hideki, thanks for joining us.  Your first time to The CJ Cup at Nine Bridges.  Maybe just 
share your first initial impressions about being here in South Korea for this PGA TOUR 
event. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  This will be my third visit to Korea, first since the Presidents Cup, 
and I was really looking forward to coming here and to playing.  Really happy to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  I believe just straight off the golf course from the pro-am.  Give us your 
impressions of this course here. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It's a very difficult golf course, a lot of blind holes.  The wind makes 
it play very, very difficult.  I'm going to really have to be on the top of my game and hit some 
good quality shots.  Course management is going to be very important this week. 
 
Q.  (Question in Japanese.)  
 
INTERPRETER:  The question was, "You didn't play last week at CIMB.  How is your 
condition?"   
 
He goes, "Well, I'm not 100 percent, but I'm well enough now to play and looking forward to 
it." 
 
Q.  (Question in Japanese.)  
 
INTERPRETER:  The question was asked about his injury, did it happen on the golf course 
or off the golf course.  The reply was, "I'm really not sure, but I'm doing much better now." 
 
Q.  You're making your first start here at The CJ Cup and you played the course.  How 
did the wind affect your play at all and how do you think it will affect your play this 
week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The wind has great effect on this golf course, especially like today it 
was so strong.  I hope that tomorrow's wind will be the same direction because I'm used to it 
and I was able to hit some shots into the wind, with the wind.  But definitely it will be a big 
influence on the score.   
 
Q.  (Question in Japanese.)  
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INTERPRETER:  The question was, "You're not qualified yet to play in Maui, first event of 
2019.  What is your plan?" 
 
Hideki's answer was, "Of course I want to play in Maui, it's always one of my goals.  I'm 
going to do my best this week and next week.  Hopefully, I'll get a win, but more importantly, 
I'm just going to try my best, play my best golf and let the cards fall where they may."  
 
MODERATOR:  Hideki, you had a really strong end to last season, in the last five 
tournaments I think you finished no lower than 15th place and you had three straight top-5s 
in the Playoffs.  Do you feel like you have something to regain some of your best form again 
and that will set you up for the new season, which is your first season over here? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I did play better at the end of last year, a couple of top-10 finishes.  
Hopefully, that momentum will carry over to this week and next week. 
 
Q.  (Question in Japanese.)  
 
INTERPRETER:  The question is, "Your play was at the end of last season was very good.  
Is that going to carry over to this season, this week and next week?"   
 
The answer was, "I don't know.  I hope so." 
 
MODERATOR:  Hideki, thank you very much for coming in and good luck this week. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Thank you. 
  


