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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
17 October 2018      
 
JASON DAY   
 
 
MODERATOR:  We want to welcome Jason Day.  Jason, welcome back to the The CJ Cup 
at Nine Bridges.  Straight off the pro-am, maybe just have your impressions of the golf 
course and your thoughts about it. 
 
JASON DAY:  The course is in tremendous condition, yeah, compared to what we had last 
year.  I know that we had some iffy weather coming into it, everything was very soft, but this 
year is very nice.  It's firm, it feels like the balls are rolling out in the fairway a lot better and 
the greens are rolling a lot better, too.  So the conditions of the golf course are improved 
drastically from last year.  Even though I enjoyed last year's play, I'm looking forward to 
getting this tournament under way and a good step forward.  Hopefully, I can play well over 
the next four days and get myself in contention on Sunday. 
 
MODERATOR:  Two wins on the PGA TOUR last season.  This week is your first start in the 
2018-19 season.  How do you set new goals for yourself moving forward for the next 10 
months?  
 
JASON DAY:  So I set myself goals of winning three times last year and I only won twice.  
Got off to a great start last year and I think I need to do the same.  I finished 11th here last 
year and 11th in China the next week.  If I can try and improve on that, get myself in 
contention and possibly win, it sets up the whole year.  That's why I've come back to play.  I 
enjoy the golf course, I enjoy the fans, and if I can get myself a W here, that would be key or 
crucial for my year starting forward. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean.) 
 
JASON DAY:  Right up there with the best that we have in the States.  CJ's done a 
wonderful job preparing this golf course for us to play and I think the conditions that we've 
had, knowing that we haven't had the best conditions for growing grass this year over here 
in Korea, but they've done a tremendous job getting the golf course ready.  And it is cooler 
conditions currently right now, but, you know, like I said earlier, the ball is bouncing, and 
when the ball's bouncing and you have high winds, it makes for tough conditions, tougher 
scoring conditions. 
 
So I'm looking forward to seeing how the scoring conditions are over the next four days and 
what the actual score wins this tournament.  But 9 under won it last year and I'm thinking if 
the weather conditions are easier on us, I think somewhere between 10 and 15 will probably 
most likely win it this year.  
 
MODERATOR:  Jason, speaking about the golf course, Nine Bridges was actually the 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

hardest golf course on Tour last year for on or around the green stats.  How much of this stat 
was based on the windy conditions or is it due to the way the course, the greens have been 
designed?  
 
JASON DAY:  It's a bit of the way it's been designed.  If you short-side yourself here, it's 
very difficult to get up and down.  But also the conditions like we had last year, the rough 
was very thick and brutal, which is not a bad thing.  I think you want to make it tough for us.  
I think the conditions of the golf course this year and the rough being a little bit down will 
make scoring or scoring out of the -- you know, around the greens not easier, but I think it 
will be improved since last year. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean.) 
 
JASON DAY:  So yeah, this course, I know that after the first round last year I think 9 under 
was leading.  If the conditions were very benign, it would probably most likely have been 
about 20 under or better.   
 
But this year I don't believe that it's going to be -- you know, the scoring conditions that 
we've had, if the wind is down, it makes things like very -- it makes things simpler for us, we 
can be a lot for aggressive.   
 
But I think the biggest thing for us, once the balls are bouncing on the greens, they can tuck 
a lot of pin locations, which is very difficult for us to get to.  So if you want to be aggressive 
and be able to take that pin on, there's a lot of risk with it either being too long from bouncing 
over the green or not giving it enough and pulling up short of the green.  So location is key 
and crucial with regards to how difficult they want to set the golf course up.   
 
Getting to the second point, yeah, so my goal for the new season, I think like last year, just 
try and improve on the wins.  I had two wins last year and I would like to try and get more 
than two wins.  I've always got certain things I want to hit, you know, certain stats, but it's 
always a goal of mine to try and win a major championship, so I want to be able to win a 
major championship.  Augusta National or the Masters would be a good starting point with 
that first -- well, second major for me, but my first Masters win. 
 
Q.  (Question in Korean.) 
 
JASON DAY:  Well, I think for Tiger to be able to -- I think for us to be able -- especially for 
Tiger, for us to be able to relay the message back to him on how great we're treated over 
here, which we -- serious, we are treated very well over here.  It is a joy to come over and 
play in front of the fans, it's a joy to come over and play the golf courses that we get to play 
over here, but the hospitality amongst the Korean people is tremendous. 
 
To be able to -- sometimes I struggle to get him to call me back, so to try and get him to 
come over here is going to be very, very difficult.  You know, I'm going to definitely relay the 
message across back to him that he should have a look at playing The CJ Cup because it is 
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a fun event to play and it's a golf course that I think will set up very nice for him.  
 
Q.  (Question in Korean.) 
 
JASON DAY:  Yes, you're right, there's been a lot of distractions in my life with what has 
happened with my mother and then we're expecting our third child now in less than a month.  
There's been -- priorities have switched a little bit for me.  But today, number one back, I 
need to want it again.  I need to have that desire of getting back to No. 1, that's the first big 
step.  And then the next step is going out there and working as hard as I can and being 
patient with myself and understanding that trying to climb back to the top of the mountain or 
climb back to the World No. 1 is not a matter about forcing it and trying to get there quickly, 
it's about the process of getting better and trying to improve each and every year. 
 
But for me personally, I won twice last year.  I was disappointed with how I finished the year, 
but I'm looking forward to improving this year.  I'm looking forward to trying to regain that 
No. 1 spot.  I know there's a lot of good players in front of me that are playing very, very well, 
but I've been there before and I know what it takes to get there.  So I've got the experience 
that I know what to do, I've just got to go out and try and execute my plan and hopefully I get 
back to No. 1. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason, thank you for coming down for this interview and we want to wish 
you all the best this week. 
 
JASON DAY:  Thank you. 
  


