
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
16 October 2018      
 
MARC LEISHMAN 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We'd like to welcome Marc Leishman to the media center.  Marc won last 
week at the CIMB Classic in Malaysia by five shots for his fourth career victory.   
 
Marc, just talk about what the last couple days have been like after your fourth career victory 
there.  
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it's been a good few days.  Obviously traveled yesterday from 
Kuala Lumpur up to Jeju and Korean Air made that very easy for us, so that was good. 
 
A little bit of practice this morning out there in the rain.  A lot cooler and wetter than it was in 
Malaysia, but looking forward to this week.  Excited to be back in Korea, I have a lot of good 
memories here at this golf course.  Yeah, it's going to be a good week.  Hopefully, I can play 
well again and go one better than last year. 
 
MODERATOR:  I was going to say, what do you remember about that playoff last year, that 
battle with Justin Thomas on Sunday?  
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I remember the second shot I played into the final hole of 
regulation, I guess, that was a really good 3-wood that I hit in there to get into the playoff.  
Then made a good par on the first playoff hole from way out right there.  Obviously 
disappointing second playoff hole, but Justin played great, he birdied the second playoff hole 
and earned the victory.  So good for him.  Like I say, hopefully I can play a little better this 
year and take a win. 
 
MODERATOR:  Absolutely.  Like to open it up for questions for Marc. 
 
Q.  Marc, last year for you were reasonably successful but you didn't have any wins.  
Were you frustrated at all by that and how much did it drive you for this season? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, I was a little bit frustrated.  Getting off to such a good start to the 
year obviously here and up until probably the Byron Nelson I played really well and then I 
kind of cooled off a little bit, so that was a little frustrating. 
 
Yeah, I was determined to have a good week.  I said early on in the week last week my 
expectations were pretty much zero, I wasn't hitting the ball very well.  Golf's a funny game, 
it can change very quickly from bad to good or good to bad.  Yeah, it was certainly a goal of 
mine to win this season and to win my first event of the year, of the season is great.  Also to 
be going back to Maui puts me in a different frame of mind for the whole year.  For a lot of 
reasons, I'm really happy with what last week brought. 
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MODERATOR:  How special is that to see the photo of your son watching you from back at 
home in the States win last week?  
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, that was good.  I probably wouldn't have even thought to wake 
him up at 2 a.m., but that was really good of Audrey.  I know how excited he was to have me 
in the lead.  I spoke to him Sunday morning and all he could talk about was how I should win 
because I was already leading, so it was a little bit of extra pressure, but maybe a little bit of 
extra determination as well.  That was cool to see that picture of him in bed with Audrey and 
just that smile on his face.  That would bring a smile to anyone's face seeing a kid that 
happy. 
 
Q.  Marc, welcome back to Korea. 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  I like to ask two questions.  First one is I know you're in KPGA Tour kind of long 
time ago, so can you tell us the experience at the time?  The other one is, as you said 
the weather changes a lot from last week.  How can you adjust to that? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, KPGA was a very good experience.  It was the first tour I had 
ever been on and I was very excited to be up here.  I met a lot of friends up here, a lot of 
Korean golfers that I'm still friends with now.  Yeah, I mean, it taught me a lot playing on the 
Korean Tour.  Traveling in a foreign country by myself, that teaches you things very quickly.  
I've got a lot of good memories from 2006 when I played.   
 
As far as the weather goes, yeah, it's a big adjustment going from so hot and humid last 
week to fairly cold and hopefully not wet, but it was wet this morning.  The ball goes different 
distances, your body's not quite as loose as what it is when it's hot.  Just little things like that 
that you have to adjust to.  But we have to adjust every week anyways, so it's something 
that we're used to and hopefully I can adjust quickly and try and have a really good week 
here.  
 
Q.  Marc, did you make any changes last week in your putting or anything?  
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, not in my putting.  Actually, I changed putters I think at the BMW.  
It was the same putter as I was using, just a different color, so that was all.   
 
I think the difference was I was hitting it a lot closer to the hole.  I know my putting stats 
were, I had very few putts, I only had 25, 26 putts a round, but I think if we had strokes 
gained putting last week, it wouldn't have been as impressive as the numbers because I 
think my iron play -- the iron play numbers would have been a lot more impressive than what 
the putting numbers would have been.  I felt like I had a lot of birdie putts from eight foot and 
in, which is nice when you're feeling good over the putter.  Hoping I can continue that trend 
with the putter.  It's nice to see the ball go in like it was last week. 
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MODERATOR:  You got to see the course a little this morning.  What did you think?  
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  The course is amazing.  I think the fairways are firmer than they were 
last year, they're a little shorter.  The greens are perfect again.  Looks like they've changed a 
few bunkers possibly just have the revetted faces, a few more of those.  Yeah, the course 
looked really good, I'm excited to get out there on Thursday and get into it.  Hopefully it's 
going to be an exciting week for you guys and for me and we can give all the Korean fans a 
good show. 
 
MODERATOR:  Perfect.  Any more questions for Marc?  Perfect.  Well, best of luck this 
week, Marc.  Thanks for coming in. 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Thank you.  
  


