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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 7, 2018      
 
KEVIN TWAY  ( -14, Won 3rd Playoff Hole) 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Kevin, congratulations on your first career PGA TOUR victory, first win of 
the 2018-19 season.  Just a few opening comments.  On the way in, I wanted to make sure I 
had it right that you birdied 17, 18, 18 and 10, five consecutive birdies to get the job done, so 
congratulations on that.  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, you got that right.  Thank you.  It sounds nice hearing it out loud. 
 
Yeah, it was nice to get hot at the end.  I wasn't really in it on the front nine.  Brandt made a 
couple bogeys starting the back.  I was kind of right there, but kind of hanging around.  
Yeah, birdied 17, 18 to get into the playoff and then kept it going in the playoff and here I 
am. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  You talked earlier in the week when asked what it's going to take to get 
across the line, the keyword that came up was patience.  Did that pay off as you had hoped?  
Obviously you won, but have you gotten to where you want to be with your patience level?  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, a little bit.  Yeah, I'm pretty hard on myself, so a few bogeys early 
could have ruined it like it had in the past.  Mark helped me stay patient, my caddie, and 
tried to eat a lot and just be even keel.  It finally worked.  
 
Q.  You look a lot like your dad. 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Thanks. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us how many yards you had on the approach on the third playoff hole 
and how many feet you had on that putt? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I had 123 hole.  We played it about 130 with the wind a little in and I 
probably hit it 10 feet right, a little right to -- yeah, a little right to left downhill. 
 
Q.  Kevin, congratulations.  How important was it for you to be looking at the guy that 
you were trying to catch all day and were you a little bit surprised to find yourself in a 
playoff? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, a little bit.  I didn't change my game plan depending on what he was 
doing, I was just -- the golf course was hard enough, you kind of had a lot to think about to 
begin with.  I was just trying to put the ball in the fairway, which was very difficult.  I knew the 
last few holes were a little bit easier, so tried to just keep making pars until then, then I got 
hot at the end. 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

 
Q.  How much harder was it today?  It certainly looked harder with the wind.  What 
was just the feeling like out there compared to the last few days? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  For me, it was almost harder before the round started.  Hitting balls on the 
range, I feel like that's the windiest spot, it was blowing like 40.  My hat was flying off, I was 
hitting with my hat on backwards, so I was kind of worried about what to expect.  But once I 
got out there, it felt like it died down a little bit or maybe you were in the trees a little bit.  
Once I got going, I was just trying to beat the golf course.  But yeah, starting before the day I 
was a little more nervous with the conditions. 
 
Q.  If I'm doing my math right, you weren't born when your dad won the PGA 
Championship, correct? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  '88, yeah. 
 
Q.  How often did you watch replays of that?  How much did you and your dad talk 
about his career as you were growing up and have you talked to him yet? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I haven't talked to him yet, but yeah, we talk every day.  I've seen it on the 
highlights thousands of times.  I've had people come up to me and say, "Oh, I watched your 
dad in '86."  I was like, "Yeah, I want born yet, but yeah, cool."  Yeah, I hear about it all my 
life.   
 
We talk every night about everything.  I was just home visiting him last week working on my 
game, so he's a big part of why I'm sitting here.   
 
Q.  Kevin, scores were kind of high today because of the weather and the wind, gusts 
up to 36 miles per hour.  How does this win feel to emerge as a champion here in 
Napa to open the new PGA TOUR season?  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, it feels good.  I grew up in the wind, I live in Jupiter now where it's 
very windy, so I feel like I have a good idea hitting the ball.  Just putting is difficult, but try to 
stay patient.  Yeah, it feels really good to win the first tournament. 
 
Q.  You've mentioned a couple times the need to eat.  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What's that about? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I get super saucy when I don't eat.  I mean, same off the golf course, it's like 
I've got to eat like every hour or I'm like yelling at Mark for no reason or getting mad for no 
reason.  I try to eat almost every three holes, stuff with not much sugar but a little bit.  Yeah, 
if I eat, I usually play pretty good, to be honest. 
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Q.  What did you eat out there today? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Banana, protein shake, a beef jerky bar, an almond butter and honey and 
banana sandwich.  I think that was it. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  No, I was just drinking water, I could barely breathe.    
 
Q.  As Doug said, you played 17 and 18 brilliantly to get into this playoff and you beat 
two great, great players in three holes of sudden death.  What was your mentality like 
and how difficult is it to play that great of golf in these kind of conditions where the 
sun is fading and there's so much on the line? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, I was just trying to make birdie because I needed to.  I needed those 
two on the last two holes to get into the playoff.  And then 18's an easy hole with it 
downwind, so without making 4, you're probably going to move on.  And then to make 
one -- 10 was playing relatively easy as well, 2-iron, pitching wedge -- but to make five in a 
row like that, that's pretty special. 
 
Q.  So you're 30 years old getting your first win.  Do you think the expectations for 
young players have been a little bit skewed considering all the wins that like Jordan 
Spieth and Justin Thomas and those guys have gobbled up at age 23, 24?  Is it a little 
unfair, a little unrealistic? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, it's a little harder than most people think.  Those guys are really good 
to come out and get that many wins that young.  I don't think I was mature enough to do that 
at that age.  I'm still kind of immature, but I'm kind of getting there.  But it's a lot harder than 
you think to win.  I've been doing this a long time and it's been a long road, but it's nice to 
finally get here. 
 
Q.  You said you grew up playing in the wind.  Where did you grow up playing in the 
wind? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I grew up in Edmond, Oklahoma, and it's windy like all spring, it blows like 
30 every day.  And then I went to college at Oklahoma State and it blows there, too. 
 
Q.  And sort of related, how did you -- you said your dad's a big reason for you being 
here.  Any specifics on how his career and background helped shape you as a golfer? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Not so much his career.  I mean, I know what he did, but he knows my 
swing so well, he can watch on the telecast or he can look at Shotlink and he knows what 
kind of tendencies I have, where I'm aiming, why I hit that one left.  So we talk after every 
round about each shot and what I was feeling and what I wasn't feeling.  So yeah, he's a 
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huge part.  
 
Q.  This win gets you into the Masters, Kapalua, sets up your season pretty well, 
Kevin.  Can you talk about that? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, I didn't think about that until just now.  I've always wanted to play the 
Masters, now it's actually happening.  Yeah, I'm excited.  Kapalua, I've been there with Dad 
before, but to play for myself, it's going to be pretty awesome. 
 
Q.  Have you been to Augusta as a spectator? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I have, yeah.  I watched Dad play there probably 10 times.  I said I would 
never play the course until I made it there as a player, so that's good. 
 
Q.  There are a lot of sons and fathers as pro athletes.  Is there a downside to being 
the son of a pretty good golfer? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  You could look at it that way, maybe a little expectations, but I think it's 
almost a plus.  He played right where I'm playing for 30 years, so he kind of knows what I'm 
feeling at any point in time, so he's a good person to talk to. 
 
Q.  How old were you when you first got him, first beat him by a shot or two, and kind 
of if on the right course, can he still get you? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I was 16, it was in Desert Mountain at Cochise.  I remember it because 
leading up to that, when we were pretty close, he'd look over and be like, "You know I'm 
going to birdie the last two holes to beat you," and he would every single time.  I'd go home 
pissed, crying, going, "Mom, Dad did it again."  Yeah, it was the first time when I was 16, 
Desert Mountain, we were on spring break, so I remember it to this day. 
 
Q.  Can he still get you on the right course? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  He actually still hits it pretty long, but if I play bad, yeah, he could beat me 
for sure. 
 
Q.  How did he take it when you finally beat him?  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  I think he was proud.  A little mad, but yeah, I think he was more proud. 
 
Q.  Sungjae is a Web alum as well.  He's 20 years old.  (Inaudible.)  Your thoughts on 
some of that? 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yes, I didn't know he was 20.  When I was 20, I don't know what I was 
doing; playing college golf and drinking beer at J.R. Murphy's in Stillwater.  Yeah, his game 
was great.  He's going to have a nice career, for sure.  It didn't look like anything phased him 
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and he hit the ball well, putted well, so I think he'll win soon, for sure.  
 
DOUG MILNE:  You said outside it really hadn't kicked in yet.  You've got an awfully long 
flight tonight.  Is that a time you anticipate you and your caddie and everybody, the reality of 
what just happened kicking in?  
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Yeah, we're going to have about 14 hours to Hong Kong, I think, so it will 
probably sink in somewhere over the Pacific ocean or wherever we're going.  It hasn't sunk 
in now, but I'm pretty excited.  But I'm ready to call dad, to be honest.  
 
DOUG MILNE:  Everybody good?  Kevin, congratulations. 
 
KEVIN TWAY:  Thank you.  
  


