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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2018      
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER  ( -16) 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Welcome Brandt Snedeker into the interview room, our 54-hole leader here 
at the Safeway Open, 3-under par 69 today.  Brandt, get some comments on your round.  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it was a struggle, a grind.  It was a tough day.  Wind kicked 
up on the last 12 holes, 13 holes and made it hard to hit it close, make birdies.  So did a 
great job kind of staying patient and surviving with sort of mediocre ball-striking and that's 
what you got to do (inaudible) on a course stretch like that.  So did a great job of staying 
patient knowing I had 16, 17, 18 for birdie holes left and really proud of the way I stepped up 
there and hit some quality shots when I needed to, made some birdies and gave me a little 
bit of cushion for tomorrow, which will be really important because tomorrow's supposed to 
be tougher than today, so every shot is really important coming down the stretch. 
 
Q.  Take us through those last three holes if you can. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I hit a great drive on 16 and had about 250 with a 4-iron.  
Great 4-iron right at it and rolled just on the green, hit a great putt that lipped out for eagle.   
 
And then hit 3-wood off the tee on 17, had about 85 yards to the hole, hit a lob wedge to 
about six feet, hit a great putt.  Greens were a little bumpy, got it rolling really good.   
 
And 18 hit driver, 3-wood just short right of the green and another great putt that could have 
gone in for eagle.  So pretty good way to finish stress free, way to finish nice.  Hopefully I 
can build off that momentum for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Brandt, were the conditions even firmer and drier today than you expected?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yes, they were.  With the wind kicking up the way it did, it really 
dried them out.  I don't think the Tour thought it was going to be this windy today and the 
course setup was really tough.  Pins were close to edges, tees were back on some of the 
par 3s and they played really difficult.  So kind of took the low numbers out of play today. 
 
Q.  Brandt, you won at Farmers in 2016 with that brilliant bad weather round.  Does 
part of you kind of root for bad weather? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I do, yeah.  It makes everybody play my kind of golf, it makes me 
kind of miss fairways and miss greens, have to be patient, get up and down and grind.  
Tomorrow's going to be no different, it's going to be like that tomorrow.  I'm under no 
illusions tomorrow, it's going to be extremely hard.  Poor shots are going to get amplified 
even more, great shots probably won't be that close, be hard to make birdies.  So you've got 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

to be really, really patient and know that there's going to be a stretch of holes tomorrow 
that's probably not the prettiest in the world.  Just wait until that stretch comes for you. 
 
Q.  Why do you play well in those situations?  Did you grow up playing in tough 
conditions or why do you think you thrive in that? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think it's attitude.  It's a thousand percent attitude.  I try to -- Matt 
Kuchar is a great example of what a great attitude can do for you out here.  I think that's 
huge when conditions get bad.  It's really easy to kind of lose your patience, and the guys 
that have good attitudes that relish the challenge, that relish making ugly pars, whatever it 
takes to win are the guys that kind of hang around.  So I'm going to look forward to doing 
that tomorrow. 
 
Q.  When you were younger, what was your attitude like? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Very similar.  I always had a good attitude for golf, that's probably 
why I made it.  I've never been a -- ball-striking's never been my forte, I've always been a 
guy who can get up and down from just about anywhere.  So you have to play your 
strengths and you have to be patient when you play that kind of golf.  You can't beat yourself 
up with poor shots.  Most of the successful guys out here on Tour do that really, really well, 
so just try to make sure I do that tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Brandt, I know you said that some of the pins were on edges, but looking back, no 
one's really torn this course apart, we don't see a bunch of low 63, 64s.  What is it 
about the course that makes it not ungettable, but not able to take advantage of? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, there's several factors.  As the course firmed up this week, 
there's not going to be -- I would be shocked if someone shot 65 tomorrow, it's just not going 
to happen.  It's just greens are small, they get bumpy in the afternoon, get some wind 
blowing, all of a sudden the greens are firm.  The greens are small, now it's effectively half 
as big.  Hit it on the edge, it bounces off.  Get some wind blowing, these trees, don't know 
where it's coming from.  It's really, really hard to judge distances.  Miss a fairway 
you're -- fairways are tight.   
 
So there's a lot of factors that go into it.  It's really, really hard to hit a bunch of fairways, hit a 
bunch of greens here when the course firms up and the wind gets blowing. 
 
Q.  How did your absence last year for I think five months, right, with the rib injury, 
how did that -- I don't know if rejuvenate's the right word, but energize you?  I was 
looking at the stats and you finished like top-10 on the Money List a couple times.  
Obviously been a good player for a long time, but did it kind of drive you to get back 
to that level? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, anytime you're not in tournaments you think you should be in 
and not playing the kind of golf you feel like you should be, yeah, it motivates you.   
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I'm 37 years old.  I've still got, in my opinion, five or six more years in my prime to play some 
great golf and really want to take advantage of that stretch.  I'm under no illusion out here I'll 
get a Vijay Singh win 30 times when I turn 40.  I hope I do (inaudible).  I've got a short 
window here I can really play some great golf and try to accomplish a lot of things.   
 
So really kind of took the time away, make sure this is -- you know, kind of reinvested in me 
as a person, as a golfer so I can be successful for the next five, six, seven years. 
 
Q.  Tiger mentioned when he won his 80th that it was nice to click onto a number with 
a zero on it.  I think you would be getting to 10 tomorrow.  Does that number sort of 
stand out a little bit, 10 victories? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think it would be great if it happened tomorrow.  It's going to 
happen at some point this year if I can play the kind of golf, it will happen soon.  But yeah, it 
would be cool.  I think everybody out here has certain goals.  I think seeing 20 wins 
(inaudible) got a long way to go to get there, but getting halfway there would be a good start.   
 
So I'm excited about that challenge and trying to see how many times I can win out here.  
Then at the end of your career that's what's attached to your name, how many times you 
win.  They don't care what your world ranking was, they don't care how much money you 
made, they care about how many times you won.  So it's important as a player when you get 
done to maximize as many times as you can to put your name on a trophy. 
 
Q.  You played with Freddie the first couple rounds, your old Presidents Cup captain.  
How much of getting back to being on those teams, being on the U.S. team, how 
much of that is a motivating factor? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's huge.  I watched the Ryder Cup in Paris.  Obviously my not 
being there was tough.  I watched and cheered the guys on, I have a bunch of friends on the 
team.  But every time you miss that week of being together with those guys and kind of 
making new friendships, rekindling old friendships, spending that kind of quality time with 
people, you feel left out, you don't want to ever do it again.  It gives you a real hard look in 
the mirror.   
 
There's a bunch of young guys coming out here right now trying to push us old guys off 
these teams, so I've got to really play some great golf to make sure I keep making these 
teams.  That's my goal.  I've been on a few of them, I think I've been on three or four of them 
and they're so much fun, you don't ever want to miss another one. 
 
Q.  You talk about what you want to accomplish in these last five years of your prime.  
Is it just about wins or how much are majors -- I mean, you've obviously threatened at 
Augusta and had some top-10s in the U.S. Open.  What's sort of the next level for 
you? 
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BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, majors and winning, that's all I care about.  I don't care about 
anything else.  I really care about getting that major win, winning as many times as I possibly 
can.  That's what drives me, motivates me.  So I don't care about the world ranking, I don't 
care about the official Money List, I care about those things because at this point my career 
is all that matters.  Really worked hard on trying to make sure I'm doing everything I possibly 
can to get every little bit of talent I can in my body.  We're going to keep trying as long as we 
can. 
 
Q.  One of your first Masters when you were contending, you were telling us how you 
drove down from Tennessee and played the course through the amateur stuff.  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And you made a pretty good run there.  Is that like you were talking about majors, 
is that the one that you had the best chance? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  The one that Adam Scott won I felt like I had a really good chance 
of winning.  I was leading going into Sunday, played the last group with Cabrera, played 
really, really good, just didn't have it that day.  Hung around, but never could get anything 
going.  There's been a few.  (Inaudible) played in the last group on Sunday, I had a good 
chance there when Ernie Els won in some tough conditions. 
 
Now, what it's going to look like when I do pull one off and how I'm going to go about doing it 
and realizing it's never as pretty as you think it's going to be and it's never as perfect as you 
think it's going to be.  Tomorrow will be a great test.  Tomorrow's going to be pretty much the 
same.  Tomorrow's not going to be pretty, tomorrow's not going to be gorgeous, you've got 
to find a way to get it done. 
 
Q.  Brandt, considering that last week was the Ryder Cup and the Tour has so many 
events, do you actually consider this a new season or does it seem like one season 
rolls into the next? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's tough.  I do consider it a new season because everybody's 
starting at zero.  That's the reason why I came here is because last year I didn't play a lot in 
the fall and I felt I got so far behind the eight-ball on the FedExCup points list that you start 
having to kind of play catch-up.  It's a big reason why I came and played here and will play 
the next few is because I want to make sure I get as high on the list as possible so you can 
kind of set your schedule up and set your season up and not be worried about where you 
are on the list.  It's a new season, it's a quick turnaround.  Funny how it kind of turns around 
quick like this, but it's part of the tour we live on now.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  Brandt Snedeker, best of luck.    
  


