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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 4, 2018      
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Brandt, you were sitting at 1 under through 12, you go 5 under your last six.  How 
did you flip the switch in your round? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Just stayed patient.  Kind of worked my way back into playing.  I 
hadn't played the last four weeks, getting some rest.  So driving it great all day, I knew if I 
kept doing that, I was rolling it good, so just kind of a bunch of good numbers coming in, a 
bunch of good wedge shots, hitting it close, take advantage of some good shots. 
 
Q.  You said driving accuracy was so important.  You only hit half the fairways, so 
were you leaving it in some good spots and still able to score? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I was.  It seemed like all the important holes where you had to hit 
the fairway, I did.  I missed it on a few of the holes where it wasn't as important, was able to 
kind of survive and make some pars on those holes.  So seemed the scoring holes where 
you need to have wedges and be in the fairways, I was able to do that.  Made a couple 
birdies on the par 5s on the front nine, which you need to do around here.   
 
So excited about where I'm hitting it and the way I played today.  Just hopefully can kind of 
build on it for tomorrow.  It's going to get tougher as the week goes on, obviously some 
sunshine and firmer conditions.    
 
Q.  What a sprint to the finish line for you, my goodness, birdies at 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9.  
Well done.   
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, got hot there late in the round.  Got off to a pretty good start 
and made a few loose swings in the middle of the round and kind of got straightened out the 
last eight, nine holes.  Hit a bunch of quality shots, gave myself a bunch of good looks for 
birdie and finally got some putts to go in. 
 
Q.  How hard is it to remain patient out there on the golf course to the end? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Especially on a golf course like this where we kind of had pretty 
easy conditions this morning.  It was soft, you can be aggressive, you knew you had to make 
some birdies because here in the afternoon, firms up, the greens get a little bit bumpier, it's 
hard to make putts.  So need to take advantage of the great conditions, which I was able to 
do, which is nice, and stay patient and realize a good stretch of golf would come. 
 
Q.  We've seen this before, poa annua greens, your pop putting stroke always seem to 
match-up well.  You had to be looking forward to today and the results finally came 
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through once you became patient out there? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it was great.  I see these kind of greens and my face kind of 
lights up and I get real excited about hitting greens and making some putts.  So popped 
them in today, hopefully it keeps working the rest of the week.  I know we're probably going 
to have probably nine or 18 hole stretch here that they don't go in.  It's just part of poa annua 
greens.  So I was able to kind of take advantage of the great greens today, and hopefully as 
the course firms up over the rest of the week I'll be able to keep it going. 
 
Q.  So you've played here three years ago, is that right? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Is this just how you remembered? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Pretty much, yeah.  The only difference is played a different tee on 
10, so it was a way harder hole from up here than it is from down there, so a little bit easier 
to start the day off.  But yeah, the golf course is the same.  Soft this morning, which is nice.  
Go out there and be able to throw some darts and be aggressive knowing the rest of the 
week isn't going to be like this.  It's going to get firmer and greens will get faster and harder, 
so kind of took advantage of some good conditions this morning. 
 
Q.  What changed the last six holes? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I made some putts, I was hitting my driver really good, so kind of 
pushed.  The pedal to the metal the last five or six holes, hitting driver everywhere to get up 
there as close as I can, get wedges in my hands and was able to start hitting my wedge 
numbers.   
 
The first nine I kind of missed.  A little bit of rust, I think.  Just kind of missed some numbers 
that were easy shots and didn't hit them the right distances.  Back nine, started getting back 
into the thing.  So first really competitive round since (inaudible), so just took it a while to 
kind of get the groove of things. 
 
Q.  Is that stretch of holes sort of logical scoring holes or did you just get -- 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, they're logical.  You get a couple par 5s to finish off the day 
that are reachable and a couple holes we had wedges in our hands, so hit the fairways on 
those holes, you're kind of able to take advantage of it.  Hit a good drive on the front nine, hit 
the fairways and give yourself opportunities. 
 
Q.  How would you assess last season for you because you -- coming off an injury, 
you got kind of a slower start, you had the 59, which is exciting, then you didn't quite 
get to the Tour Championship? 
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BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it's kind of a disappointing year even though I won.  One 
week can almost make up for what was otherwise a poor year.  It didn't play up to my 
standard.  East Lake is kind of large for me.  If I don't make East Lake, it's a bad year.  It's 
kind of where I feel like my game starts or I should be somewhere around there every year if 
I'm playing the kind of golf I'm capable of.  So I didn't make it to East Lake, that's kind of the 
first negative.   
 
And winning was great, but if I didn't win, it was going to be a pretty mediocre year.  I 
realized that and last two months I've started playing a lot better golf and back to where I 
used to be and feel like my game is kind of when I played my best.  So really excited, I think 
it's going to be a big year.  Body feels good, I feel healthy, I have no excuses. 
 
Q.  Did you watch Tiger win No. 80 at all? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah.  I made my kids watch it, too.  They understood that is what 
this guy normally does about every other week when he tees it up.  It was really cool to see 
him do it.  I played a lot of golf with him this year just for whatever reasons and I've been 
pulling so hard for him.  I know how hard he's been working at it. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, at Tampa, at Farmers, and we played Tampa on the 
weekend together and I saw it then, I knew he was going to win.  Just probably took him 
longer than he thought it would just because it's five years since he's really been in the thick 
of things like that so got to relearn how to do it under pressure, so it's cool to see him do it. 
 
Q.  And how much of a motivator is it for you to watch a tournament like that that 
you're not in, an exclusive 30-man field, and then maybe to watch the Ryder Cup, I 
don't know how much of that you watched? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I watched quite a bit of it.  I had a bunch of friends on the team, so 
I'm always pulling for those guys and wanting to see them play well.  Anytime you miss a 
team event it kind of gives you a kick in the butt and you feel like you should be on those 
teams.  You have to get your head out of your tail and get out there and work at it and get 
back to what you do well.  I kind of got off the rails the last couple years.  I'm getting back on 
it, kind of playing the kind of golf I'm used to and excited about what this year can hold. 
  


